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Dr Julia Resnik
The construction of the global worker: Shaping predispositions through 
international education
Julia Resnik is an Assistant Professor in the School of Education of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Her main research interests are educational globalization, collective memory and the absorption of immigrant children. Her current research focuses on migrant workers’ children and multicultural schools, international schools and international education. 

Presentation Abstract

The number of schools adopting an international curriculum like the IB is increasing at a fabulous pace. Although they were once almost exclusively targeted to mobile families, international schools are at present largely demanded by wealthy local families. It seems that international education is perceived by parents as more appropriate than national curricula to provide to their children a kind of education and credentials that will ensure that their children have a secure pathway into global marketplace. 
In order to verify parents’ intuitions I have studied the IB curriculum and attempted to understand to what extent it responds to the requirements of the present flexible economy. The pillars of the new capitalism - flexibility, innovation, problem-solving and networking - request new types of skills from the worker. By juxtaposing the predispositions required by top world managers as they appear in the economic and organizational literature to the predispositions targeted in the IB program we find that they present astonishing similarities. For most of the global worker’s cognitive, emotional and cultural predispositions we can find an equivalent predisposition in the IB curriculum. While constructing the future global citizen international education is also constructing the ideal global worker who is cognitively, emotionally, socially and ethically better equipped to confront the competition of the job global market in the era of flexible and global capitalism.
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