Profile: John Westby

I am an Associate Professor in the Faculty of Human Studies at Meijo University in Nagoya, Japan. (see http://www.meijo-u.ac.jp/english/f_o_h.html)
I have been teaching and researching at Meijo University since 1993 beginning in the Faculty of Law, and moving to the Faculty of Human Studies when it was first established seven years ago.
I am a US citizen and was educated at a number of universities in the States. My undergraduate work was in Political Science at South Dakota State University and I later went on to Law School at the University of Oregon in Eugene.
Since coming to Meijo University, I have been involved in teaching English on the faculty’s general English course, comparative culture courses, Business English classes and organizing pre-departure modules for students attending overseas study programs in the UK, Australia and the USA.
As a member of the Faculty of Law, my research was in the field of arbitration. Since moving to the Faculty of Human Studies, however, my research has shifted to the teaching of English as a foreign language (EFL), including CALL, and also to the teaching of comparative culture. 
I am now particularly interested in combining these areas by using English as a medium to teach students about cultural issues. 
During my stay at the University of Bath, I hope to produce a textbook for use in Japan which will allow me to do this. In this text, I hope to design activities which will engage the students in dialogues with me and each other, so that collaborative learning may occur. 
I am very interested in both the theory and practice of language education in the UK, and I hope to employ what I learn in my writing and teaching. I will be arriving in the UK on April 1st with my wife and two daughters and staying for one year, and I look forward to meeting many of you in the coming year!
