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	Meeting
	BOARD OF STUDIES FOR THE FACULTY OF SCIENCE

	Place
	Council Chamber

	Date 
	Wednesday 30 November 2005 at 2.15pm

	
	
	

	Present
	Dr A M Barry
	Professor L M Peter

	
	Dr I S Blagbrough
	Professor E P Ryan

	
	Dr A D Burrows
	Dr H Schwetlick

	
	Professor A K Charnley
	Dr D V Skryabin

	
	Dr S Harris
	Professor J M W Slack

	
	Dr R Hooley
	Professor A W Smith

	
	Professor C Jennison (Chair)
	Dr A E Wheals

	
	Dr M Kirby
	Mr R Perry (student representative)

	
	Dr S A Mouzas
	Ms M Schiff (student representative)

	
	
	

	
	Mrs E F Bird (Secretary)
	

	
	

	
	Apologies for absence were received from:
	

	
	Dr S B Bedford
	Dr E O’Neill

	
	Professor D M Bird
	Professor I H Williams

	
	Professor P Johnson
	

	
	
	


	
	Professor Jennison welcomed the new student members of the Board:  Mr Richard Perry, Department of Mathematical Sciences and Ms Mia Schiff, Department of Mathematical Sciences.
	

	
	
	

	4208
	DEAN’S BUSINESS
	

	
	Professor Jennison reported that the formal opening of 3 West North housing facilities for research into photonic crystal fibres together with some extra lecture theatre space had recently taken place.
He congratulated Professor Michael Danson, Department of Biology & Biochemistry, on his honorary appointment as an Extraordinary Professor at the University of the Western Cape, South Africa.  He also congratulated Professor Stephen Ward, Department of Pharmacy & Pharmacology, on his award of  £100k from the Royal Society for a prestigious fellowship to work with the pharmaceutical company Novartis over the next four years.

The Board was given details of the new Great Western Research opportunities, funded by SWERDA, for research collaboration between HEIs in the South West with the provision of funding for postgraduate research studentships and  postdoctoral research fellows.
The University was about to finalise some new Scholarship Schemes to aid recruitment.  Details would be circulated shortly about University Merit Scholarships and Overseas and Alumni Scholarships.
	

	
	
	

	4209
	RESEARCH GRANTS AND CONTRACTS
	

	
	The Board noted research grants and contract awards for September and October 2005 (paper 13/13a).
There were particular congratulations for 

· Professor Rod Scott, Department of Biology & Biochemistry for an award of £185k from the BBSRC

· Professor Stephen Ward and Professor Melanie Welham, Department of Pharmacy & Pharmacology, and Dr Robert Kelsh, Professor Susan Wonnacott and Professor Geoffrey Holman, Department of Biology & Biochemistry, for the award of £478k from the Wellcome Trust

· Professor Rex Tyrrell, Department of Pharmacy & Pharmacology, for the award of £175k from BBSRC

· Dr Robert Kelsh, Department of Biology& Biochemistry, £214k from the BBSRC

· Dr Timothy Birks, Dr Abdel Benabid, Dr Dmitry Skryabin, Dr Stefan Maier, Dr William Wadsworth Professor David Bird and Professor Jonathan Knight, Department of Physics, for £834k from the EPSRC.
	

	
	
	

	4210
	MINUTES
	

	
	The Board approved the minutes of the meeting held on 12 October 2005 (paper 14).  
	

	
	
	

	4211
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	
	

	
	M4182 EngD in Systems Engineering 
It was noted that Senate had given initial approval to the establishment of this new degree in the Department of Computer Science at its meeting on 26 October 2005.
	

	
	
	

	
	M4193 Media Technology Research Centre.  
The successful review of this Centre has been noted by the University Research Committee.
	

	
	
	

	
	M953 Mitigating Circumstances
	

	
	The Board of Studies gave final approval to some Guidelines for a common approach to the management of mitigating circumstances in the Faculty of Science (paper 15).

Members noted that the FT&QC at its meeting on 19 October 2005 had welcomed the comments and clarifications of the Board of Studies.  The FT&QC had considered that it was vital that both staff and students had the same guidelines, so would like the fuller version of the guidelines to be adopted.  The Board agreed that these guidelines would be circulated to all undergraduate and postgraduate taught Directors of Studies before Christmas 2005, and to all students before Semester 2 assessments in May 2006.  The guidelines would also be included in Student Handbooks in 2006-07.
All students would be reminded before the commencement of Semester 2 assessment about the procedures and deadlines for the submission of any mitigating circumstances on an annual basis.
The Board noted that, in future, in accordance with University Regulations, requests for academic reviews submitted on the basis of mitigating circumstances would not normally be considered unless there was a compelling reason as to why this information was being submitted after the initial Programme Board of Examiners had taken place.
	

	
	
	

	4212
	WITHDRAWAL OF DEGREE PROGRAMMES:

PG DIPLOMA AND MSc IN CLINICAL PHARMACY
	

	
	
	

	
	The Board of Studies endorsed the decision of the Faculty Teaching & Quality Committee to withdraw the Postgraduate Diploma and the MSc in Clinical Pharmacy in the Department of Pharmacy & Pharmacology (paper 16).

The Board noted that the last two students had successfully completed the MSc programme earlier this year.
The Board agreed to recommend withdrawal of these Programmes to Senate.
	Senate

	
	
	

	4213
	MSc IN MULTIMEDIA TECHNOLOGY
	

	
	The Board approved the recommendation that the Department of Computer Science should wholly take over the management of the MSc in Multimedia Technology from 1 August 2005 (paper 17).  The management of this degree programme had been jointly shared with the Department of Electronic and Electrical Engineering since its inception.
It was noted that the Faculty of Engineering & Design Board of Studies was also considering this proposal in parallel with this meeting of the Board.  The Department of Electronic and Electrical Engineering had already verbally confirmed that they would support this change.
Secretary’s note:  The Board of Studies for the Faculty of Engineering & Design also approved this management change at its meeting on 30 November 2005.
	

	
	
	

	4214
	FACULTY RESEARCH STUDENTS COMMITTEE
	

	
	The Board received the minutes of the meeting held on 17 October 2005 (paper 18).
M253 ORS Awards

The FRSC had discussed the changes for 2006-07 in some detail.  The Board noted that a small working group, that included Dr Malcolm Watson, Chair of the FRSC, had been established to give some further consideration to the selection arrangements for future awards.

M254 Postgraduate Recruitment
Professor Jennison drew attention to the fact that postgraduate recruitment was now high on the University’s agenda.  There had been an extended discussion about this issue at the last meeting of the Faculty Executive.  Each Head of Department had been asked for details of plans to increase his Department’s postgraduate recruitment by making four additional applications for funded studentships in the coming year.

The Board was given some background detail about the allocation of 2006-07 University Research Studentships.  The allocation largely reflected QR funding from the last RAE as there had been no consensus across the University for any other driver in the allocation process.
	

	
	
	

	4215
	FACULTY TEACHING & QUALITY COMMITTEE
	

	
	The Board received the minutes of the meeting held on 19 October 2005 (paper 34).

On behalf of the Board of Studies, the Faculty Teaching & Quality Committee had approved 

· Unit and programmes changes across the Faculty (M956/963 refer).
· Exemption for certain professional units in the Department of Pharmacy & Pharmacology from the common unit pass mark of 40% (M956 refers).

· A mechanism to address final year unit failure within the MPharm degree (M957 refers).  This related to professionally accredited units with a 50% and 60% unit pass mark.  It was in the context of the University’s current Regulations 15.3(j) that did not permit retrieval of the failure of any final year units except in exceptional circumstances, known and excepted by the Boards of Studies in advance.
	

	
	
	

	4216
	DEPARTMENT COMMITTEES
	

	
	The Board noted the minutes of the following Department Committee meetings (paper 20/20a).
	

	
	
	

	
	Department of Biology & Biochemistry

11 October 2005

25 October 2005

15 November 2005
	

	
	
	

	
	Department of Physics

5 October 2005.
	

	
	
	

	4217
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
	

	
	Endorsement of the Industrial Placement Year on degree certificates
Professor Peter drew the Board’s attention to an issue that had been discussed by the FT&QC and which he had also raised with the Registrar.

With very little advance notice and no apparent consultation, a decision had been taken to remove the endorsement of the Industrial Placement Year on undergraduate degree certificates.
Members of the Board were very concerned that this had taken place.  Many members of staff had been unaware of the omission until graduating students had started to complain after the Summer Awards Ceremonies.  There was a unanimous view that this endorsement should be reinstated.  The Industrial Placement Year was an important element of many students’ degree programmes.  It was a vital selling point in student recruitment, and important for prospective employers as well.  The student representatives on the Board gave their full support to these views.

All members of the Board wished this matter to be drawn to the attention of Senate, and for the endorsement to be reinstated for students graduating in summer 2006.
	Senate
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