ROUTES OUT OF POVERTY -
UNDERSTANDING WHY THE WORLD’S
POOR STAY POOR

Itnze concernad with world security issues wolld do well nat o farget that some of its
most protound roots e in the unremitling poverty experienced by a large proportion of the
wiorld's populanion, So arpues Ur Allister Melsregor, director of the recently lavnchad ESRC
Hesearzh Group on Wellbeing in Daveloping Countries (\WeD), "Poar peaple live in a
tundamentally insecure position and yet even in remete villages in the pocrest codntries
pecple are increasingly aware of the great wealth erjoyed in other carls of the warld and
evan by elites in thelr own country” he points out. 'Those locking to respond to threats to
wiorls security need to take increasing account of the groundswell of disaffection that the
insecLirity of day to day poverty can generata."

Addressing the continuation of poserty araund the world is one aim of the Weallbeing in
Developing Countries Research Group, Based at Bath Univarsity, WeD is dedicated to the
study of poverty, inequality and the quality of life in developing countries. Coherert and in-
depth research on poverty from & rigorous and independent social scicnce perspective s
urgently needad, Dr MeGregor insists. Despite years of international spending in the nams
of development’, the parsistence of poverty and the widening of incguality are more striking
than are developiment successes,

Despite sharing a common concern for understanding and reducing poverty there is mush
caricaturing of the gzp or difference between academics and practitioners in the
devalaprment industry, he continues, 'In its overstatement., the emphasis on the gao is
dsmaging to the relationships botween the two but, prosaic though T may seem, the view
feld in Wel is that & sound social scicnce understanding of the processes involved in
reproducing poverty in particular communities should be an essential underpinning of
poverty policy,’ he cuplains.

Indecd, @ lack of 2 proper undestanding of the social and cultural circemstencas in which
poopie live is ane imporiant reason that development intarventions fail, Dr MoGregor ciles
the specific example of a 40-vear-old Bangladesh widow Taharanessa. A waavar will a
woung son, she is unakle toogo to market to sell ber cloth bessall because she is lemale.
The social arganisation of the waaving market is such hal she and her seo are profoundly
disadventaged and must zell cioth and bay supplies hrough middiemen Traders whico sl
a margin for thelr services. Despite the apparenl apparlenily of a wovernmenl developroenl
programing targetsd at poor waaving households, Taharanessa chose nol o apply for a8 loan
hacause sha reagonad thal trying o mesl repayrnenls would only generate further difficolbiss
kil her son was oid 2iough o take e slolb Lo marksl birnseln

The aim of Wel is o ensurg thal fulure inlervenlions (Such as loan schermes) aose fom

a sounder vnderstanding of whal will actually wark in lilling he poor ool of poverty, Cwer
L sl Tive years g range of roral and b bassd commmunily resesech projects will be
undertaken in Bangladesh, Elbigpia, Pero and Thatland, These projecls will explore tha
processes invlved in kaeping peaple o poverly wath the ullimzte aimeoof providieg policy
makers wilh real insight when compiling fulure poverty reduction steategy plans,
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