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In Britain, at least in popular culture, we
have a common sense understanding of
what quality of life means which enables
us to talk about the effect a new job will
have on our quality of life, to compare
one person's quality of life with another,
or even respond to a researcher's 
questions about our quality of life. 

Perhaps it's easier to say what quality of
life isn't: It isn't whether you feel happy
or sad at a particular moment, though
this can be very influential on your
judgement of quality of life (as can the
weather, apparently, according to
Kahneman and Schkade). Usually it isn't
just one thing, even money, so we
describe quality of life as 'multi-
dimensional'. It isn't something that can
be judged from outside, even by a close
friend. Most importantly, it cannot be
externally defined, or at least when it is,
there's always space for someone to say
'no, that's not my quality of life you're
measuring'. How then can we explore
and measure it?

WeD's approach to quality of life is to
move continually between 'universal'
theories about the way the world is, or
implicitly should be, to 'local' realities.
This enables us to explore what people
value, or what they feel gives quality to
their lives. These understandings are
then compared with the ideas of
philosophers, policy makers, and people
working in development, with the aim of
understanding the differences and 
disjunctures between what 'we' think is
good for 'them' and what people want
for themselves and their families, in
order to bring them closer together. 

Our quality of life research is divided
into three phases; the first was to
understand how different people in 

different places characterise quality of
life. This entailed exploratory data 
collection using a mix of methods 
ranging from semi-structured interviews
to reports from our field researchers liv-
ing in the sites ('participant observation').
This enabled us to explore relationships
between quality of life at different levels,
for example, the individual and their
community. The first phase of fieldwork
took place in 24 rural, peri-urban, and
urban sites in Bangladesh, Ethiopia,
Thailand and Peru. It included men and
women at different stages of their lives,
for example students and grand-
mothers, with a range of identities and
experiences.

The second phase involved analysing
the data and reflecting on what we had
learned. We also tried to integrate our
findings into the WeD theoretical frame-
work and explore how they connected
to other ideas about quality of life and
subjective wellbeing. As a result we
adopted the following definition of 
quality of life: 

TThhee  oouuttccoommee  ooff  tthhee  ggaapp  bbeettwweeeenn
ppeeooppllee''ss  ggooaallss  aanndd  ppeerrcceeiivveedd

rreessoouurrcceess,,  iinn  tthhee  ccoonntteexxtt  ooff  tthheeiirr
eennvviirroonnmmeenntt,,  ccuullttuurree,,  vvaalluueess,,  aanndd

eexxppeerriieenncceess..

This brings together the World Health
Organisation's emphasis on a 'flesh and
blood' person in a particular socio-
cultural environment with the idea that
people's quality of life is determined by
the 'gap' between their expectations and
their reality, as Calman has argued. 
There are obviously a number of gaps
that are important to people, for 
example, between yourself and your
neighbours ('keeping up with the Jones'),
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or between what you have and what you
feel you deserve. However, we have
chosen to focus on the gap between
what people want to do or be and the
resources they have to achieve this, as
this is the most relevant to international
development research and intervention.

Following a week's workshop with our
international collaborators we then com-
piled a plan for the remainder of the
quality of life fieldwork. This will involve
the development of a 'suite' of measures
called the WeD-QoL, based on the
above definition. The WeD-QoL includes
measures of the following:

Most of these measures have been
developed using the responses to the
interview and focus group questions
asked in the first phase, but we have
also adapted international measures of
'life satisfaction' (from Diener) and feel-
ings or mood (from Watson). These will
enable us to compare the happiness and
life satisfaction of people from the WeD
sample with those from other studies.
We will also be able to analyse the
results of the WeD-QoL alongside other
WeD data so that we can look at the
relationships between people's quality of
life and what they earn or buy (Income
and Expenditure Survey), or between the
resources they have reported (Resources
and Needs Questionnaire) and what they
perceive to be their resources. 

WeD recognises a number of aspects to
the quality of life research that need to
be kept in balance. Firstly the need to
take a 'grounded' and pragmatic
approach to quality of life, that connects
what people in communities are 
experiencing and the way they perceive
their experiences, with how these are
measured by experts and policy makers

outside the community. Secondly,
the need to preserve the concept's
holism and rich theoretical and
philosophical history, stretching
back to Aristotle and the Buddha. 

The first aspect is expressed in the
design of the WeD-QoL, which was
particularly influenced by the results
of the fieldwork in Peru. The
Peruvian team approached the
abstract idea of quality of life by
looking at what people wanted to
do or be in order to feel that they
were living a good life. Let's take
the example of being a successful
farmer. To achieve this, people
needed a range of resources from
the latest agricultural equipment to
a large, healthy family who could
work in the fields. They also needed
support, for example, from relatives
or a local farmers' association.
Personality traits like being cheerful
or generous were also valuable
because they helped them maintain
good relationships within their 
family and community. These 
relationships were both enjoyable in
themselves and the best way of
getting help at harvest time. The
team also asked people to talk
about their happiest and 
unhappiest memories to get a per-
sonal sense of what was important
to people and what types of 
experience affected the quality of
their lives. 

The Peruvian researchers found that
while there weren't any goals that
were applicable to all people in all
sites (i.e. universal), they could talk
about universal 'tendencies' like
needing food, shelter, a partner,
and a family. The same thing
applied to resources where every-
one mentioned the importance of
communication, good relationships,
social connections, and being able
to barter and sell their produce.
Typically people got support from

‘Cortamonte’
festival in 

Javja, Peru

their families (which included friends
and neighbours in urban and peri-urban
communities), the government, local
charities, and the church. The only per-
sonality traits or ways of behaving that
were valued by everyone were helping
each other and being a hard worker.
Interestingly, while the 'modern' ideals of
being 'progressive' and a 'professional'
were important to people from peri-
urban and urban sites they were never
mentioned by villagers.

The findings from Peru connect with
themes identified in other countries,
which also found significant differences
between the perspectives of men and
women of different ages, locations,
socio-economic backgrounds, ethnici-
ties, and religions. The most important
areas of life for people in all countries
appear to be your close relationships
(family, 'natal' family, and partner), fol-
lowed by material wellbeing (your
income, assets, whether your basic
needs are satisfied, the environment of
your home and community, and your
access to local services), and relation-
ships with your community and the
wider world (for example, relatives living
in the cities or overseas and the regional
government). Religion (for example,
believing in God or the human potential
for enlightenment, conducting acts of
worship, and living ethically) appeared to
be very important in Bangladesh and
Thailand and fairly important in Ethiopia.
Similarly, education for themselves and
their children was a priority for people in
Bangladesh and Ethiopia, although not
in Thailand or Peru (except in peri-urban
areas). 

So what does this tell us about quality of
life? When we look at the responses
from Peru alongside those from
Bangladesh, Ethiopia and Thailand, we
can see that the basic ingredients of a
good life are very similar. For example,
having a partner, a family (and a support
network that extends beyond it), a good
home, a pleasant environment, and

What people want to do or be in
order to feel that they are living a
good life (their goals)

What they think they have or can
draw on to enable them to
achieve this (their 'perceived'
resources)

How satisfied they are with the
way their resources enable them
to fulfil their goals

How satisfied they are with their
life as a whole

What they value

Whether they experience more
'positive' or 'negative' emotions 
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WWeeDD  --  AAnn  EESSRRCC  RReesseeaarrcchh  GGrroouupp

TThhee  yyeeaarr  22000055  wwiillll  bbee  aann  iimmppoorrttaanntt
mmiilleessttoonnee  ffoorr  tthhee  ffiigghhtt  aaggaaiinnsstt
gglloobbaall  ppoovveerrttyy  wwiitthh  tthhee  UUNN  rreevviieeww
ooff  pprrooggrreessss  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  MMiilllleennnniiuumm
DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  GGooaallss  ((MMDDGGss))  iinn
SSeepptteemmbbeerr..  AAccttiivviittiieess  iinncclluuddiinngg  tthhee
UUKK''ss  PPrreessiiddeennccyy  ooff  tthhee  GG88  aanndd  tthhee
EEUU,,  tthhee  CCoommmmiissssiioonn  FFoorr  AAffrriiccaa,,  aanndd
tthhee  MMaakkee  PPoovveerrttyy  HHiissttoorryy  ccaammppaaiiggnn
hhaavvee  tthhee  ppootteennttiiaall  ttoo  aadddd  ssiiggnniiffii--
ccaanntt  mmoommeennttuumm  ttoowwaarrddss  tthheessee
ggooaallss,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  aammoonnggsstt  NNoorrtthheerrnn
ppoolliiccyy  mmaakkeerrss..  TThhee  MMDDGGss  ccoommpprriissee
aa  ffrraammeewwoorrkk  ooff  88  uunniivveerrssaall  ggooaallss
aanndd  1188  ttaarrggeettss  ttoo  aacchhiieevvee  aa  mmiinnii--
mmuumm  lleevveell  ooff  wweellllbbeeiinngg  bbyy  22001155
aaggrreeeedd  uuppoonn  aatt  tthhee  UUNN  MMiilllleennnniiuumm
SSuummmmiitt,,  22000000..

TThhee  MMDDGGss  aarree  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ""tthhee  mmoosstt
bbrrooaaddllyy  ssuuppppoorrtteedd,,  ccoommpprreehheennssiivvee,,
aanndd  ssppeecciiffiicc  ppoovveerrttyy  rreedduuccttiioonn  
ttaarrggeettss  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  hhaass  eevveerr  
eessttaabblliisshheedd""  ((MMiilllleennnniiuumm  PPrroojjeecctt,,
22000055))..  AAtt  tthhee  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  lleevveell,,
tthheeyy  pprroovviiddee  aa  ppoowweerrffuull  mmeeaannss  ooff
sshhaappiinngg  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ppoolliiccyy  bbootthh
gglloobbaallllyy  aanndd  nnaattiioonnaallllyy..  IInn  ssppiittee  ooff
oovveerrwwhheellmmiinngg  ssuuppppoorrtt  ffrroomm  tthhee
ppuubblliicc  aanndd  kkeeyy  ppoolliittiiccaall  ffiigguurreess,,
tthheerree  iiss  ssttiillll  ccoonncceerrnn  oovveerr  tthhee  aabbiilliittyy
ooff  ssuucchh  iinniittiiaattiivveess  ttoo  eeffffeeccttiivveellyy
ccoonnttrriibbuuttee  ttoo  tthhee  eerraaddiiccaattiioonn  ooff
ppoovveerrttyy..  

TThhee  MMiilllleennnniiuumm  PPrroojjeecctt  rreeppoorrtt
rreevviieewwiinngg  pprrooggrreessss  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee
MMDDGGss  ssttaatteess  tthhaatt  mmaannyy  rreeggiioonnss
rreemmaaiinn  ffaarr  ooffff  ttrraacckk..  IItt  aattttrriibbuutteess
tthhiiss  ffaaiilluurree  ttoo  ffoouurr  oovveerraarrcchhiinngg  
rreeaassoonnss::  ggoovveerrnnaannccee  ffaaiilluurree,,  
ppoovveerrttyy  ttrraappss,,  ppoocckkeettss  ooff  ppoovveerrttyy
aanndd  ssppeecciiffiicc  ppoolliiccyy  nneegglleecctt..  TThhee
rreeppoorrtt  mmaakkeess  tteenn  rreeccoommmmeennddaattiioonnss
nneecceessssaarryy  ffoorr  aacchhiieevviinngg  tthhee  MMDDGGss

bbyy  22001155  rraannggiinngg  ffrroomm  aa  bbiigg
iinnccrreeaassee  iinn  ooffffiicciiaall  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt
aassssiissttaannccee  ttoo  tthhee  rreeaalliiggnnmmeenntt  ooff
eexxiissttiinngg  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ssttrraatteeggiieess
iinncclluuddiinngg  ""qquuiicckk  wwiinn""  aaccttiioonnss..  

RReesseeaarrcchh  uunnddeerrttaakkeenn  bbyy  tthhee  WWeeDD
GGrroouupp  wwiillll  ccoonnttrriibbuuttee  ttoo  tthheessee
ddeebbaatteess  bbyy  hhiigghhlliigghhttiinngg  hhooww  ssuucchh
uunniivveerrssaalliisstt  ppoovveerrttyy  rreedduuccttiioonn
ssttrraatteeggiieess  rreellaattee  ttoo  llooccaall  rreeaalliittiieess..  AA
kkeeyy  ddiimmeennssiioonn  ooff  WWeeDD''ss  rreesseeaarrcchh  iiss
tthhee  tteennssiioonn  bbeettwweeeenn  uunniivveerrssaall  mmoodd--
eellss  ooff  hhuummaann  wweellffaarree  aanndd  qquuaalliittyy  ooff
lliiffee  aanndd  tthhee  wwaayy  tthhaatt  ppeeooppllee  ccoonn--
ssttrruucctt  tthheeiirr  wweellllbbeeiinngg..  

IInn  ppaarrttiiccuullaarr,,  tthhee  ffiinnddiinnggss  wwiillll  hhiigghh--
lliigghhtt  tthhee  ddiivveerrssiittyy  aanndd  ccoommpplleexxiittyy  ooff

llooccaall  eexxppeerriieennccee  aanndd  tthhee  ddyynnaammiicc
wwaayyss  iinn  wwhhiicchh  ppoolliicciieess  iinntteerraacctt  wwiitthh
llooccaall  cciirrccuummssttaanncceess..  AAlltthhoouugghh  tthhee
MMDDGGss  pprroovviiddee  aann  eeffffeeccttiivvee  
mmeecchhaanniissmm  ffoorr  mmoobbiilliissiinngg  tthhee  gglloobbaall
ccoommmmuunniittyy,,  ppoolliicciieess  aaiimmeedd  aatt  tthheeiirr
aacchhiieevveemmeenntt  nneeeedd  ttoo  bbee  rreelleevvaanntt  ttoo
ddiiffffeerreenntt  llooccaall  ccaappaacciittiieess  aanndd  
ccoonntteexxttss,,  aanndd  tthhiiss  eennttaaiillss  aann  
eeffffeeccttiivvee  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  ooff  llooccaall
rreeaalliittiieess..  IInn  ppaarrttiiccuullaarr,,  WWeeDD  iiss  ccaarrrryy--
iinngg  oouutt  rreesseeaarrcchh  wwhhiicchh  wwiillll  pprroovviiddee::

FFoorr  mmoorree  ddeettaaiillss  sseeee::

UUNN  MMiilllleennnniiuumm  pprroojjeecctt  rreeppoorrtt  aatt::
hhttttpp::////wwwwww..uunnmmiilllleennnniiuummpprroojjeecctt..oorrgg

IInnvveessttiinngg  iinn  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt::  aa  pprraaccttii--
ccaall  ppllaann  ttoo  aacchhiieevvee  tthhee  MMiilllleennnniiuumm
DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  GGooaallss  ((SSaacchhss,,  22000055)),,
sseeee  hhttttpp::////uunnmmpp..ffoorruummoonnee..ccoomm//

MMDDGGss  aanndd  ccoorrrreessppoonnddiinngg  ttaarrggeettss::
hhttttpp::////mmiilllleennnniiuummiinnddiiccaattoorrss..uunn..oorrgg//
uunnssdd//mmii//mmii__ggooaallss..aasspp

JJuulliiee  NNeewwttoonn  iiss  aa  WWeeDD  RReesseeaarrcchh  OOffffiicceerr
bbaasseedd  aatt  tthhee  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  BBaatthh..

Wellbeing and the Millennium Development Goals

MMiilllleennnniiuumm  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  GGooaallssMMiilllleennnniiuumm  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  GGooaallss

EErraaddiiccaattee  eexxttrreemmee  ppoovveerrttyy  aanndd
hhuunnggeerr

AAcchhiieevvee  uunniivveerrssaall  pprriimmaarryy  eedduuccaa--
ttiioonn

PPrroommoottee  ggeennddeerr  eeqquuaalliittyy  aanndd
eemmppoowweerr  wwoommeenn

RReedduuccee  cchhiilldd  mmoorrttaalliittyy

IImmpprroovvee  mmaatteerrnnaall  hheeaalltthh

CCoommbbaatt  HHIIVV//AAIIDDSS,,  mmaallaarriiaa  aanndd
ootthheerr  ddiisseeaasseess

EEnnssuurree  eennvviirroonnmmeennttaall  ssuussttaaiinnaabbiill--
iittyy

DDeevveelloopp  aa  GGlloobbaall  PPaarrttnneerrsshhiipp  ffoorr
DDeevveellooppmmeenntt
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DDeettaaiilleedd  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ffrroomm  ppeeoo--
ppllee  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  ffoouurr  ccoouunnttrriieess
((BBaannggllaaddeesshh,,  EEtthhiiooppiiaa,,  TThhaaiillaanndd
aanndd  PPeerruu))  oonn  hhooww  ppoolliicciieess  
rreelleevvaanntt  ttoo  tthhee  MMDDGGss  aarree  ''ttrraannss--
llaatteedd''  aanndd  iimmpplleemmeenntteedd  iinnttoo  tthhee
llooccaall  ccoonntteexxtt  aanndd  wwhhaatt  tthhiiss
mmeeaannss  ffoorr  ppeeooppllee  iinn  pprraaccttiiccee..

IInnssiigghhttss  iinnttoo  wwhhaatt  iiss  iimmppoorrttaanntt
ffoorr  llooccaall  ppeeooppllee  iinn  tthheeiirr  
ssttrruugggglleess  ttoo  eessccaappee  ppoovveerrttyy  aanndd
wwhhaatt  tthhee  MMDDGGss  mmiigghhtt  bbee  mmiissss--
iinngg  oouutt..

enough money or other resources not to
have to worry about meeting the daily
needs of your family. But the types of
'ingredient' (rice in Thailand or teff in
Ethiopia) and the way they are combined
(rice porridge or injera bread) produce
very different 'recipes' for a good life.
Similarly, a comparison of responses to
questions about people's goals from
Ethiopia and Bangladesh (both low
income countries) suggest that the main
priorities for people from Bangladesh are
maintaining family harmony, getting
salaried employment, and being 
educated, while for people in Ethiopia
they are having your own home, enough

to eat and drink, and being respected
by your neighbours. 

Curiously the greatest differences are
not between people from different
countries but between men and
women of different ages whose 
different identities or experiences
cause them to value very different
things. For example, in Thailand the
older generation wanted to be healthy
and able to attend the temple, while
young men wanted good jobs and
motorbikes. Similarly, young men in
Bangladesh were the only group
whose hopes for the future focused

on themselves ('becoming rich'), rather
than the happiness and prosperity of
their children.

WWeeDD''ss  ttaasskk  wwiillll  bbee  ttoo  iinnvveessttiiggaattee  hhooww
tthhee  ddiivveerrssiittyy  ooff  rreessppoonnsseess  ttoo  tthhee
qquuaalliittyy  ooff  lliiffee  rreesseeaarrcchh  ccaann  bbee  uusseedd  ttoo
hheellpp  llooccaall  ddeecciissiioonn--mmaakkiinngg  aanndd
iinnffoorrmm  wwiiddeerr  ppoolliiccyy  tthhaatt  ccaann  bbeetttteerr
ffuullffiill  iittss  pprroommiissee  ooff  iimmpprroovviinngg  
ppeeooppllee''ss  qquuaalliittyy  ooff  lliiffee..      

LLaauurraa  CCaammffiieelldd  iiss  aa  WWeeDD  RReesseeaarrcchh
OOffffiicceerr,,  PPssyycchhoollooggyy,,  bbaasseedd  aatt  tthhee
UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  BBaatthh..

JJuulliiee  NNeewwttoonn
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To view the WeD Newsletter on-line
see the website at
wwwwww..wweellllddeevv..oorrgg..uukk//nneewwss//nneewwss.hhttmm

EEddiittoorr  --  JJuulliiee  NNeewwttoonn.
Please send contributions and 
comments to j.newton@bath.ac.uk

wwwwww..wweellllddeevv..oorrgg..uukk
wed@bath.ac.uk
Tel +44 (0) 1225 384514
Fax +44 (0) 1225 384848

Wellbeing in Developing Countries
ESRC Research Group
3 East 2.10
University of Bath, BA2 7AY, UK

To receive details of future editions
on-line contact Jane French
j.french@bath.ac.uk
(Dissemination Coordinator)

News
International Organisation for Migration
Conference, Buenos Aires on the
"Government of the social and demo-
graphic growth of Metropolitan Lima"
(December). He also gave an interview to
the local television network on the role
of remittances at the domestic level
within the Peruvian economy.

AAlluullaa  PPaannkkhhuurrsstt  (WeD Ethiopia) gave an
overview of the WeD research agenda to
the local DFID office in Ethiopia (March).
He also participated in a World Bank
workshop on Empowerment Issues
within Ethiopia (February).

PPuubblliiccaattiioonnss

IIaann  GGoouugghh  aanndd  AAlllliisstteerr  MMccGGrreeggoorr  edited
a special issue of Global Social Policy on
"Human Well-being: Communicating
between the Universal and the Local".
The issue included Ian on "Human Well-
being and Social Structures: Relating the
Universal and the Local", Allister on
"Researching Well-being:
Communicating between the Needs of
Policy Makers and the Needs of People"
and an article by TeóFilo Altamirano,
James Copestake, Adolfo Figueroa, and
Katie Wright-Revolledo's on "Universal
and Local Understanding of Poverty in
Peru". See Global Social Policy (December
2004), Vol 4(3), SAGE publications. (for
copies contact j.french@bath.ac.uk)

CCoonnffeerreenncceess//WWoorrkksshhooppss
AAtttteennddeedd  bbyy  WWeeDD  

IIaann  GGoouugghh  aanndd  GGeeooff  WWoooodd  (WeD Bath)
were invited by the Social Development
Division of the World Bank (February) to
present their work on welfare regimes in
developing countries (recently published
by Cambridge University Press). The
Bank was interested in the Bath
approach for lessons on how to develop
context-specific measures of welfare
institutions, and how to broaden social
development thinking beyond the scope
of the Millennium Development Goals.
Ian and Geof also attended the "Words
into Action in 2005" (January) seminar
hosted by DFID and UNDP. Development
aid, debt and trade issues were exam-
ined with reference to the challenges
and opportunities offered by the review
of the MDGs and other key events in
2005. Keynote speakers included
Chancellor Gordon Brown and Hilary
Benn, Secretary of State for International
Development 

AAlllliisstteerr  MMccGGrreeggoorr  ((WeD director) attend-
ed "Towards 2005 - does the Media
Matter in the Fight against Global
Poverty?" conference (November) organ-
ised by BBC World Service Trust and
DFID. Key speakers included Gordon
Brown, Jeffrey Sachs and Hilary Benn. 

GGeeooff  WWoooodd  aanndd  JJuulliiee  NNeewwttoonn  (WeD Bath)
attended the Overseas Development
Institute (ODI) meeting on "Human rights
and the Millennium Development Goals:
contradictory frameworks?" Key speakers
were Robert Archer (International
Council on Human Rights Policy) and
Simon Maxwell (ODI). 

LLaauurraa  CCaammffiieelldd  ((WeD Bath) presented
the paper "Living well or living badly: do
national and local experts agree?"
(November) at the "International Society
for Quality of Life Studies: Advancing
quality of life in a turbulent world"
Philadelphia, USA (November). She par-
ticipated in the planning meetings for
ISQOLS 2006 and the ISQOLS
Encyclopaedia project. ISQOLS is the

main organisation for Quality of Life
research within the social sciences and,
like WeD, brings together perspectives
from a number of disciplines. Laura also
attended the "Political Interactions,
Research, Advocacy and Representation"
conference (November) at Goldsmiths
College, London.

JJooee  DDeevviinnee  (WeD Bath) attended an inter-
national conference (January) organised by
Cornell/SEWA/EDP/WIEGO on
"Membership Based Organizations of the
Poor: Theory, Experience and Policy" in
Ahmedabad, India and presented a paper
entitled "Change and the everyday politics
of community based organisations". 

JJaammeess  CCooppeessttaakkee  (WeD Bath) presented
"Researching the links between economic
development and wellbeing: A view of the
Andes" at a seminar for the School of
Agriculture, Policy and Development,
University of Reading (January).

TTeeóóffiilloo  AAllttaammiirraannoo  (WeD Peru) presented
WeD findings at the "Sustainability of
International Migration" conference,
Colegio de la Frontera, Tijuana, Mexico
and gave a talk at Colegio de México,
Cuernavaca on the "Cost/benefits of inter-
nal and international migration: the case
of Peru" (October). He attended confer-
ences at the University of Valencia, Spain
on "the impact of remittances in rural
societies in Peru" (November) and the
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JJoonnaatthhaann  DDiimmbblleebbyy  will chair a Roundtable discussion organised by WeD at Bath during the
ESRC's Social Science week (20-24 June) to discuss the crucial question of how to make aid
more effective in the context of key development events in 2005. 

""PPaatthhwwaayyss  ttoo  RReessiilliieennccee::  aann  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  ccoonnffeerreennccee""  hosted by the International Resilience
Project, University of Kings College, Halifax, Nova Scotia (15-17 June)

""RReetthhiinnkkiinngg  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt::  llooccaall  ppaatthhwwaayyss  ttoo  gglloobbaall  wweellll--bbeeiinngg::  sseeccoonndd  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  ccoonn--
ffeerreennccee  oonn  ggrroossss  nnaattiioonnaall  hhaappppiinneessss""  at St Francis Xavier University, Antigonish, Nova
Scotia, Canada (20-24 June).

SSoocciiaall  PPoolliiccyy  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  CCoonnffeerreennccee  22000055  with the theme of "Wellbeing and Social Justice",
University of Bath, UK (27-29 June)

DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  SSttuuddiieess  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  ((DDSSAA))  CCoonnffeerreennccee  22000055  with the theme of "Connecting
People and Places: Challenges and Opportunities for Development", The Open University,
Milton Keynes, UK, (7-9 September)

FFiifftthh  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  ccoonnffeerreennccee  oonn  tthhee  ccaappaabbiilliittyy  aapppprrooaacchh  wwiitthh  tthhee  tthheemmee  ooff  ""KKnnoowwlleeddggee
aanndd  ppuubblliicc  aaccttiioonn::  eedduuccaattiioonn,,  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy,,  ccoolllleeccttiivvee  aaggeennccyy,,  eeqquuiittyy"",,  UNESCO, Paris,
France (11-14 September)

JJoorrggee  YYaammaammoottoo  (WeD Peru) has been invited to speak at the IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  SSuummmmiitt  ooff
PPoossiittiivvee  PPssyycchhoollooggyy  22000055, Washington D.C., (29 Sept-1Oct). This prestigious invitation was
a result of the organisers learning about the QoL methodology being used in Peru. 
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