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It is in 1941 (the 16th year of Showa) that kendo (as well as judo) became a required subject of prewar primary school system. After the amendment of primary school legislation on May 29th 1939, it is adopted as a semi-regular subject. And from April of 1941, kendo started to be taught as a regular subject. This essay clarifies the contents of Primary School Teaching Guidelines for kendo, promulgated on 29th of 1939, which is a product of a movement since the turn of the century to adopt kendo as a regular physical education subject at primary schools. In April 1941, the primary school was renamed to the national school, and then, kendo and judo had come to be the predominant factor of physical education. We also present the changes of contents that had occurred in the process of adopting kendo as a required subject. Meanwhile, the war against China that broke out in 1937 escalated out of hand and Japan had to reorganize physical education so that contents of teaching would suit the purpose of war. It was not the exception in the case of kendo at national schools. Teaching kendo was done on the assumption that students might eventually participate in actual combat. All of this teaching in physical education, however, was banned with the end of the War in August, 1945. So teaching of kendo and judo at primary schools disappeared after a few years of ready-for-combat education during the war.
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