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This study examined the interactions of coaches and elite athletes in men's archery and women's judo. Perceptions of coaches and athletes regarding (a) the nature of the interactions, (b) underlying factors of these interactions and (c) reasons for their effectiveness were explored by the mean of in-depth interviews. Qualitative data analysis of the transcripts shows that in archery the form of collective work is of deliberate cooperation, similar to what is observed in sailing or rowing. However, in female judo athletes, the interactive modalities differ from conventional findings in the sport psychology literature. In this sport, the respective strategies adopted by the coaches and athletes are similar to the collective activity labelled tacit cooperation in organisational psychology. The specific culture of each sport is presented as an argument to explain these differences.
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