University of Bath Department of Education
Additional Information
The Department of Education is a thriving and expanding department with an international reputation for teaching and for research that informs theory, policy and practice (www.bath.ac.uk/education). In the most recent phase of the department’s expansion, posts are now advertised at Professorial (Full Professor), Senior Lecturer (Associate Professor) and Lecturer (Assistant Professor) levels. 
Applicants for the Professor (Full Professor) post are expected to be internationally leading in their field of expertise. Applications are welcomed from established Professors, as well as from Readers (Associate Professors) who can demonstrate a significant upward research trajectory. We also anticipate appointing one Senior Lecturer and one Lecturer in international education, as well as a Senior Lecturer in Education (Applied Linguistics). All applicants are expected to have an excellent track record of publications, research grant acquisition, and teaching experience, commensurate with their stage of career. 

The University of Bath is consistently ranked in the top ten UK universities. In the 2014 Research Excellence Framework (REF) exercise 87% of our research was defined as world-leading or internationally excellent, and we were awarded Gold status in the 2017 Teaching Excellence Framework (TEF). The university has been ranked 5th best university by the Guardian University Guide 2018, 7th for job prospects by the Whatuni Student Choice Awards 2017, and 7th for graduate prospects by The Times and The Sunday Times Good University Guide 2018. It is invariably highly ranked in a number of indicators of ranking and reputation in the higher education sector. The University is situated in the World Heritage City of Bath and is a member of the GW4–South West research alliance, which brings together the four leading, research-intensive universities in the South West and Wales: Bath, Bristol, Cardiff and Exeter, to collaborate through research on addressing key global challenges for the benefit of society and the economy. Bath is 15 minutes from Bristol by train and 90 minutes from London.
One of six departments in the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, the vision and strategy of the Department of Education mirrors that of the Faculty, and of the University of Bath more widely, in focusing on excellence in research and research-led teaching, on growth in postgraduate research and taught programmes, and on internationalisation – which is a well-established and important dimension of all aspects of the work of the Department of Education. 
Having celebrated with the University of Bath in 2016/17 its fiftieth anniversary (Education having been one of the founding Schools of the University of Bath at the award of its royal charter in 1966), the Department of Education is currently experiencing an exciting period of growth and development which has seen not only a number of excellent academic appointments in recent years, but also agreement by the university centrally to create further permanent academic posts to add to some 30 academic staff currently in post. The growth in staffing is a central part of the Department of Education’s strategic plan for development of research and teaching which includes a commitment to making strong contributions to the REF and the TEF.
Research of academic staff is focused around four research clusters: Internationalisation and Globalisation of Education; Language and Educational Practices; Educational Leadership, Management and Governance; Learning, Pedagogy and Diversity. Research clusters provide support for staff through research cluster meetings, and research seminar programmes which are open to staff and students from across the department as well as to others from the Faculty and University more widely. Staff work collaboratively both within and across research clusters, with inter-disciplinarity a feature of much of our research. An additional whole department research seminar programme (‘What I’m Working On’) provides a further forum for staff members to share research plans and developments with colleagues and research students. All academic staff are expected to bid for and secure external research funding, and current successful funded projects include those located within individual research clusters as well as those which arise from cross-cluster collaboration, many with an international focus (www.bath.ac.uk/education/research/).
Research informs all our teaching, and the department offers one undergraduate programme (Education with Psychology), which in addition to units (modules) offered by Department of Education staff includes a number of units taught by colleagues from the Department of Psychology. With an annual intake of some 40 students, this programme offers an optional and increasingly popular placement year. Most of the Department of Education’s students are enrolled at postgraduate level, and it is programmes at this level (both postgraduate taught and postgraduate research) that we are committed to continuing to grow in the coming years. We offer two full-time one year postgraduate taught programmes: the MA TESOL (intake 80 in 2017/18), and MA International Education and Globalisation (launched in 2015/16; intake 20 in 2017/18). In addition, the part-time MA Education (which can be completed in between 2 and 5 years) is currently being studied by some 800 teachers, leaders and educational administrators based worldwide, through a blended mix of online and face to face engagement, with taught units being offered through Study Centres in a number of locations internationally and through the well-established and successful Postgraduate Summer School offered on campus in June/July each year. 
Postgraduate research programmes include the full-time or part-time MPhil, the one year full-time or two year part-time Master of Research (MRes) (a Faculty-wide programme generally completed by those enrolled for the full-time PhD), and the full-time or part-time PhD (currently over 40 students enrolled). In addition, the Doctor of Education (EdD) programme has some 160 enrolled students, the majority of whom are based worldwide and study part-time through a blended mix of online interaction and face to face engagement. Face to face EdD units are offered as part of the popular Postgraduate Summer School programme (where units are offered concurrently with, but separate from, units of the part-time MA programme) and/or units offered on campus in January each year. Education is one of six designated pathways within the ESRC-accredited South-West Doctoral Training Partnership, one of the UK’s largest units of postgraduate research training for social sciences, in collaboration with the Universities of Bristol and Exeter.
Colleagues in the Department of Education work with international partners around the world, including research collaboration with a number of the University of Bath’s strategic partners and other prestigious institutions, including the International Baccalaureate (www.ibo.org), many teachers of whose programmes worldwide are enrolled as part-time MA Education and EdD students of our Department.
The Department of Education is a collegial and supportive place to work – at a time of growth, within the context of an increasingly successful university. The four posts advertised (1 Professor, 2 Senior Lecturers, 1 Lecturer) will make a significant contribution to extending research and teaching capacity in the Department, in a range of different ways according to the focus and seniority of the roles.
November 2017
2

