
 

APA (7th edition) Referencing Style   

This referencing style sheet is to be used in conjunction with the Library’s general Guide to Citing & Referencing. The 

information is based on the following publications from the American Psychological Association (APA): 

American Psychological Association. (2020). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (7th ed.). 

American Psychological Association. (2020). Concise guide to APA style: The official APA style guide for students (7th 

ed.). 

For help with referencing items not covered in this guide: 

You should refer to either the Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (7th ed.) or the more 

compact version, Concise guide to APA style: The official APA style guide for students (7th ed.). The Library has copies 

of both books which (when they are not on loan) can be found on Level 3, at shelf mark 808.06615 AME. 

Currently, the Library is also providing access to the e-version of each book, on the BibliU platform: 

http://libproxy.bath.ac.uk/login?url=https://bibliu.com/users/saml/samlBath. 

BibliU provides a video playlist on YouTube that offers an overview of all the key aspects of using a BibliU e-book, 

including accessibility features, annotation options, and downloading the BiblIU app for offline reading of e-

books: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xdurhZuogXU&list=PLXTIiw7kQ0518yrXGOWUxMEz9jKXpUdUI. 

Citation 

The APA uses an author-date style of referencing with details entered in round brackets, for example: 

The traditional approach to human cognition is over-simplified in assuming that processing is typically serial 

(Eysenck & Keane, 2010). 

If a publication date is not provided, insert n.d. in round brackets to signify ‘no date’, thus: (n.d.). 

Treatment of multiple authors: When a work has two authors, cite both authors’ surnames every time. 

When a work has three or more authors, cite the surname of the first author only, followed by et al., in every citation, 

including the first: 

Kisangua et al. (2007) found that … [first and subsequent citations] 

Reference list 

The reference list must have the title word References, which should capitalised, in bold and centred. The reference list 

should contain full details of all the sources mentioned in your text, arranged alphabetically by surname of first author. 

List entries should be double-spaced (both within and between entries), and the first line of each reference is flush left 

with subsequent lines indented 0.5 inches (1.27 centimetres) from the left margin.  

 

 

https://bath-ac-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/1fg2g9q/44BAT_ALMA_DS5195510700002761
https://bath-ac-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/1fg2g9q/44BAT_ALMA_DS5195510730002761
http://libproxy.bath.ac.uk/login?url=https://bibliu.com/users/saml/samlBath
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DxdurhZuogXU%26list%3DPLXTIiw7kQ0518yrXGOWUxMEz9jKXpUdUI&data=04%7C01%7Cmth46%40bath.ac.uk%7C5f112339cac04f6fffce08d885845331%7C377e3d224ea1422db0ad8fcc89406b9e%7C0%7C0%7C637406150656042697%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=XbB2YqdS623oseu1Q%2FPQlpcFBgkbQ23vXesrGUeCtWU%3D&reserved=0


 

Reference examples 

Below are some examples of the more common types of document you might want to reference. Each gives the APA 7th 

ed. format for the reference, followed by an example. Treatment of multiple authors within a reference list: when authors 

number twenty-one or more, include the first nineteen authors’ names then insert an ellipsis (…) and add the last 

author’s name. For example: 

Author, A. A., Author B. B., Author, C. C., Author, D. D., Author, E. E., Author, F. F., Author, G. G., Author, H. H., Author, I. 

I., Author, J. J., Author, K. K., Author, L. L., Author, M. M., Author, N. N., Author, O. O., Author, P. P., Author, Q. 

Q., Author, R. R., Author, S. S., . . . Author, W. W. 

Kalnay, E., Kanamitsu, M., Kistler, R., Collins, W., Deaven, D., Gandin, L., Iredell, M., Saha, S., White, G., Woollen, J., 

Zhu, Y., Chelliah, M., Ebisuzaki, W., Higgins, W., Janowiak, J., Mo, K. C., Ropelewski, C., Wang, J., Leetmaa, 

A., ... Joseph, D. (1999). The NCEP/NCAR 40-year reanalysis project. Bulletin of the American Meteorological 

Society, 77(3), 437–471. https://doi.org/fg6rf9 

Khan, A., Huynh, T. M. T., Vandeplas, G., Joish, V. N., Mannent, L. P., Tomassen P., van Zele, T., Cardell, L.O., Arebro, J., 

Olze, H., Forster-Ruhrmann, U., Kowalski, M. L., Olszewska-Ziaber, A., Fokkens, W., van Drunen, C., Mullol, J., 

Alobid, I., Hellings, P.W., Hox, V., …Bachert, C. (2019). The GALEN rhinosinusitis cohort: Chronic rhinosinusitis 

with nasal polyps affects health-related quality of life. Rhinology, 57(5), 343-351. 

https://doi.org/10.4193/Rhin19.158 

1.  Print version of a journal article 

Author surname, Initials. (Year of publication). Title of article. Title of Journal, Volume number(issue number), pages xx -

xx. 

Nevin, A. (1990). The changing of teacher education special education. Teacher Education and Special Education: The 

Journal of the Teacher Education Division of the Council for Exceptional Children, 13(4), 147-148. 

In-text citation 

Parenthetical: 

(Nevin, 1990) 

Narrative  

Nevin (1990) outlined... 

2.  Electronic version of a journal article without a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) 

Author surname, Initials. (Year of publication). Title of article. Title of Journal, Volume number(issue number), page 

numbers xx-xx. URL 

https://doi.org/fg6rf9
https://doi.org/10.4193/Rhin19.158


 

Marion, T., Reese, V., & Wagner, R. F. (2018). Dermatologic features in good film characters who turn evil: The 

transformation. Dermatology Online Journal, 24(9), Article 4. https://escholarship.org/uc/item/1666h4z5   

In-text citation 

Parenthetical  

(Marion et al., 2018) 

Narrative  

In research by Marion et al. (2018)... 

3.  Electronic version of a journal article with a DOI 

Author’s surname, Initials. (Year of publication). Title of article. Title of Journal, Volume number(issue number), page 

numbers xx-xx. http//doi.org/xxxx 

Oncul, O. (2016). Crime and delinquency. International Journal of Psychology, 51(S1), 295-303. 

https://doi.org/10.1002/ijop.12305  

4.  Print version of a book 

Author’s surname, initials. (Year of publication). Title (xx ed. if not the first). Publisher. 

Tseris, E. (2019). Trauma, women's mental health, and social justice: Pitfalls and possibilities. Routledge. 

In-text citation 

It is not required to provide a page or paragraph number in the citation for a paraphrase, but you may include one if it 

would help your reader to locate the relevant passage in a lengthy work, such as a book. 

Parenthetical 

(Tseris, 2018, p. 12) 

Narrative 

According to Tseris (2018)…(p. 12). 

5.  Electronic version of a print book 

Identifying the format, platform, or device (e.g., eBook, Kindle book, etc.) of an authored eBook is no longer needed. An 

authored eBook from an academic collection should be treated as an authored print book with the reference ending with 

the publisher. 

If you wish to quote or paraphrase from an e-book that has no page numbers, you must devise an alternative means of 

identifying the relevant passage.  In the case of a Kindle book that has no page numbers, do not provide the location 

number.  The recommended alternative is to include the heading or section name, the paragraph number (count the 

paragraphs yourself, if they are not already numbered), or a combination of the heading or section name and the 

paragraph number.   

Author surname, Initials. (Year of publication). Title. Publisher. URL [if available]. 

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/1666h4z5
https://doi.org/10.1002/ijop.12305


 

Moore, A. (2012). Teaching and learning: Pedagogy, curriculum and culture (2nd ed.). Routledge. https://bath-ac-

primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/1fg2g9q/44BAT_ALMA_DS5145800530002761   

In-text citation 

Parenthetical 

(Moore, 2012) 

Narrative 

Moore (2012) presented… 

6.  Republished electronic version of a book 

Author surname, Initials. (Year of release in electronic format). Title. Publisher. URL (Original year work published xxxx). 

Hooke, R. (2005). Micrographia: Or some physiological descriptions of minute bodies made by magnifying glasses with 

observations and inquiries thereupon. Project Gutenberg. http://www.gutenberg.org/files/15491/15491-h/15491-

h.htm (Original work published 1664). 

In-text citation 

Parenthetical 

(Hooke, 1664/2005) 

Narrative 

Hooke (1664/2005) addressed… 

7.  Book with two authors/editors 

 Authors’ surnames, initials. (Year of publication). Title (xx ed. if not the first). Publisher. 

Rutter, L., & Brown, K. (2020). Critical thinking and professional judgement for social work (5th ed.). Learning Matters. 

In-text citation 

Parenthetical 

(Rutter & Brown, 2020) 

Narrative 

Rutter and Brown (2020) posited… 

8.  Book with three or more authors up to and including 20 authors 

Authors’ surnames, initials. (Year of publication). Title (xx ed. if not the first). Publisher. 

Haugtvedt, C., Herr, P., & Kardes, F. (2008). Handbook of consumer psychology. Psychology Press. 

Provide surnames and initials for up to and including 20 authors. The last author’s surname should be preceded by an 

ampersand (&). 

https://bath-ac-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/1fg2g9q/44BAT_ALMA_DS5145800530002761
https://bath-ac-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/1fg2g9q/44BAT_ALMA_DS5145800530002761
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/15491/15491-h/15491-h.htm
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/15491/15491-h/15491-h.htm


 

In-text citation 

Parenthetical 

(Haugtvedt et al., 2008) 

Narrative 

Haugtvedt et al. (2008) stated… 

According to the 7th edition, up to 20 authors should now be included in a reference list entry. 

For sources with 21 or more authors, include the first 19 authors’ names, insert an ellipsis (…) and then add the final 

author’s name. Do not place an ampersand (&) before the final author's name. 

9.  Book with editor(s) instead of author(s) 

Editor’s surnames, initials. (Year of publication). Title (xx ed. if not the first). Publisher. 

Palmer, S. (Ed.). (2011). Social work in mental health and substance abuse. CRC Press. 

In-text citation 

Parenthetical 

(Palmer, 2011) 

Narrative 

Palmer (2011) believed that… 

10.  Book with group author 

Group author. (Year of publication). Title (xx ed. if not the first). Publisher [If different from the group author]. 

British Broadcasting Corporation. (2005). Review of the BBC's royal charter: BBC response to a strong BBC, 

independent of government.   

In-text citation 

Parenthetical 

(British Broadcasting Corporation, 2005) 

Narrative 

In its review, the British Broadcasting Corporation (2015) noted… 

You need not abbreviate the name of a group author in a citation, but you can if the abbreviation is well-known or if you 

will cite the group author at least three times. You must provide the full name of the group author in the first mention, with 

the abbreviation. 

 

 



 

 

11.  One chapter / paper from a collection in a book 

Author of chapter’s surname, Initials. (Year of publication). Title of chapter. In: Initials of first editor, Surname of first editor 

& Initials of second editor, Surname of second editor (Eds.), Title of book (pp. xx-xx). Publisher. 

Martin, A. (2006). Literacies for the digital age. In A. Martin & D. Madigan (Eds.), Digital literacies for learning (pp. 3-25). 

Facet. 

In-text citation 

Parenthetical 

(Martin, 2006). 

Narrative 

Martin (2006) challenged… 

12.  Newspaper article 

Author’s surname, Initials. (Year of publication, Month of publication, Day of publication). Title of article. Title/Name of 

newspaper, pp. xx-xx. 

Bowcott, O. (2020, September 24). Investigation launched after black barrister is mistaken for the defendant three times 

in a day. The Guardian, pp. 20-21. 

In-text citation 

Parenthetical 

(Bowcott, 2020) 

 Narrative  

Bowcott (2020) said… 

13.  Thesis/dissertation  

The APA makes a distinction between theses/dissertations available in print form only (‘unpublished’) and those available 

online (‘published’), and it makes further distinctions according to the type of online publisher. The APA also uses 

American terminology to describe a thesis/dissertation: ‘doctoral dissertation’ and ‘master’s thesis’. Please refer to the 

Publication Manual for detailed guidance. 

Doctoral dissertation published online, but not in a database 

 

Author surname, Initials. (Year of award). Title of dissertation (Level of award, Awarding institution). Archive name. URL 

Confait, M. F. (2018). Maximising the contributions of PHD graduates to national development: The case of the 

Seychelles [Doctoral dissertation, Edith Cowan University]. Edith Cowan Online Repository. 

https://ro.ecu.edu.au/theses/2060  

https://ro.ecu.edu.au/theses/2060


 

 

14.  Government publication 

Name of government department. (Date of publication). Title of report. Publisher [If different from the group author]. 

Public Health England. (2020) Stay at home: Guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-

19) infection.  

In-text citation 

Parenthetical 

(Public Health England, 2020) 

Narrative  

Public Health England (2020) outlined... 

15.  Television broadcast 

Writer’s surname, Initials. (Writer), & Director’s surname, Initials. (Director). (Year, Month Day). Title of episode (Season 

x, Episode y) [TV series episode]. In Executive Producer’s Initial. Executive Producer’s surname (Executive 

Producer), Title of TV series. Broadcasting company. 

Kripke, E. (Writer), & Trachtenberg, D. (Director). (2020, July 26). The Name of the Game (Season 1, Episode 1) [TV 

series episode]. In H. Gorenstein (Executive Producer), The Boys. Sony Pictures Television; Kripke Enterprises; 

Point Grey Pictures; Original Film; Kickstart Entertainment; Kickstart Entertainment; Amazon Studios. 

In-text citation 

Parenthetical 

(Kripke & Trachtenberg, 2020) 

Narrative 

Kripke and Trachtenberg (2020) averred... 

 

16.  Web pages 

Some online sources are designed to change over time and will not have an archive of earlier versions, e.g. Google 

Maps, a web page, or a dictionary entry. If an online source includes a date when it was last updated, provide a retrieval 

date in the reference, as well as the date of update as the date of publication.  In this way, you are informing your reader 

that they may retrieve a newer version of the source. The retrieval date should be inserted before the URL in the 

reference. 

If you wish to quote or paraphrase from a web page that has no page numbers, you must devise an alternative means of 

identifying the relevant passage.  The recommended alternative is to include the heading or section name, the paragraph 

number (count the paragraphs yourself, if they are not already numbered), or a combination of the heading or section 

name and the paragraph number.   



 

Author's surname, Initials. (Year, Month Day site/document was published online: be as specific as is possible). Title. 

Retrieved Month Day, Year, from URL. 

Note: if there is no individual author, use the group author (organisation), e.g. British Broadcasting Corporation. If neither 

is available, move the title to the author position, before a full stop and the date of publication.  

National Health Service. (2020, November 25). Check if you or your child has coronavirus symptoms. Retrieved 

November 26, 2020, from https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/  

In-text citation 

Parenthetical 

(National Health Service, 2020, Babies and children section, para. 3) 

Narrative 

The National Health Service (2020) advised…(Babies and children section, para. 3). 

 

This guide offers a basic template for APA referencing. For help with referencing sources that are not included in 
this guide, please refer to the APA publications that we recommend on page 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MH/JH November 2020; JH May 2025 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/

