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Abstract  
The seminar discusses major transformations of higher education that has 
been underway in China in comparative perspective with developments in 
European and American higher education. The focus is on major forces for 
reform including the open door policy in the late 1970s, China’s commitment 
to higher education expansion, the rise of regional initiatives such as the 
Shangai Regional Co-operation Organisation and East Asian networking such 
as the annual meeting of the  presidents of Tokyo University, National Seoul 
University, Peking University and Henoi University to discuss common 
concerns. China’s commitment to higher education expansion, the world class 
university initiative as well as its ambition to be the strongest destination 
country for international students in Asia will be covered. The seminar 
concludes with an analysis of local and global implications.  
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