Innovation in Education 

Nicki Schantz 
Nicki has initiated and led several flagship initiatives for the Climate Action Team, including workshops for embedding sustainability and climate change into the curriculum in both HSS and Engineering. She has also led a project to create sustainability teaching resources now being rolled out across the University by the Centre of Learning and Teaching (CLT). She was the Bath representative on QAA (Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education) funded sector wide project looking at embedding education for sustainability into quality assurance processes – this work is leading to specific pilot work at Bath. In addition to this, Nicki has been an effective change agent and a valued ‘unofficial’ member of the Climate Action Team.

Melusine Pigeon (Category Winner)
Melusine has passionately advocated for curriculum innovation, formal and informal alike. Within the Department of Electronic & Electrical Engineering, she has integrated climate considerations across the undergraduate programme and final year projects. She has also spearheaded reforms in lab practices, notably through initiatives like the LEAF scheme. Her leadership secured funding from the Climate Action Team for a project focused on assessing and reducing e-waste in teaching laboratories, contributing to the university’s Net Zero Carbon Campus goals. Melusine’s commitment to sustainable education and practical initiatives underscores her impact as a catalyst for positive change within her field.

Rob Grover 
Rob is a key member of the Regenerative Cities team, delivering an exceptional and innovative example of problem-led, studio-based pedagogy in the critical area of urban sustainability and regenerative design. The course has attracted glowing commendations from industry professionals and outstanding feedback from students, who have won numerous external awards for their work. Rob’s contributions have been instrumental in establishing the course as a leading model for sustainability education, fostering both academic excellence and practical impact.

Brian Rutter 
Brian Rutter has been a driving force in inspiring students within the AAPS CDT to adopt a systems thinking approach to address societal challenges, particularly in the transport sector. His leadership in several Vertically Integrated Projects has resulted in tangible impacts within the community. Through these initiatives, Brian has demonstrated his commitment to fostering innovative solutions and empowering students to contribute meaningfully to sustainable development. His dedication and visionary approach have made him an invaluable asset to both the academic community and the wider society.
Peter Harper 
Pete, the originator of the term ‘alternative technology’ in the 1970s, remains a pivotal figure in sustainability. As a visiting lecturer, he channels his boundless enthusiasm and extensive experience to inspire and enlighten students. Pete’s role as the ‘radical in the corner’ challenges norms and fosters lively discussions. His production, ‘Daisy the Cow’, uniquely animates sustainability dialogues and learning, bringing them vividly to life. Pete’s enduring commitment to pushing boundaries and nurturing critical thinking continues to shape and enrich our understanding of sustainability.
