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Aims of Research Project 

Develop research knowledge, skills and methods to help the organisation evaluate its work  

Ensure the organisation’s work is informed by strong evidence based research  

Inform future provision of the organisation’s supplementary school  

Strengthen the organisation’s ability to disseminate good practice in local education system 

Support the development of more effective partnerships  

Demonstrate the value and impact of the organisation’s supplementary school to stakeholders  

Provide research evidence to demonstrate impact and improve future sustainability. 

Inform the national debate about the role of supplementary schools 

 

 

 



Project Background 

Supplementary Schools are community led, out of school education programmes for Black and 

Minority Ethnic pupils that offer a wide range of learning activities, including core curriculum 

support, language classes, cultural and other enrichment activities, with the aim of improving 

educational outcomes for their pupils.  

Our research proposal therefore initially aimed to investigate the contribution that the Black 

Families Education Support Group’s supplementary school makes to the education of Black and 

Minority Ethnic pupils in mainstream school. Within this topic there were two specific questions 

that were identified for further exploration including: the impact supplementary schools can have 

on the academic attainment of Black and Minority Ethnic pupils in mainstream school to 

highlight the potential role supplementary schools can play in narrowing gaps in educational 

achievement between different ethnic groups.  

Supplementary schools can also impact on pupils in other ways and another key research 

theme was to explore the contribution they can make to the development of ‘character’, a 

concept which is increasingly being seen as an indicator of educational and career success and 

a key area where supplementary schools have the potential to impact positively, particularly in 

relation to developing confidence, self esteem, resilience and a positive sense of identity, 

amongst their students. 

These initial questions were discussed with the young people from the Supplementary School at 

the start of the research process and out of that discussion they began to develop their own 

research ideas. These ideas were based on an argument that previous research, and the 

research questions currently being proposed focused on changes to young people rather than 

on the changes young peoples can make. Out of this discussion a new research question “How 

do we contribute to our community” was formulated.  



Project Methodology 

From the start the research aimed to use participatory methods to include young people in the  

research process. The starting point for the project was to develop a research question with the  

young people and discuss the possible data collection methods. As discussed above the young  

people were instrumental in designing the research question and the subsequent data collection  

method. 

 

The project used qualitative research methods and collected data through interviews with a  

small sample of participants, including ; a local authority equality office, heritage officer, parent  

and former student. All the interviews were formulated, conducted and recorded by young  

people on film. The data was initially analysed with young people to identify key quotes from  

interviews which they felt related to the research question. The researchers from Black Families  

Education Support Group then used a thematic analysis approach to analyse the qualitative  

data from the interviews with respondents. This involved becoming familiar with the data and  

noting initial ideas; generating initial codes by systematically coding interesting features of the  

data and collating the interview data relevant to each code; searching for themes by collating  

codes into groups of potential themes; reviewing and defining themes through a process of  

ongoing analysis to refine the themes and the overall “story” the analysis tells. This overall story  

was then used to inform the making of a short film to present the research findings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Project Findings 

Our research aimed to help young people explore their contribution to the community. It found  

that young people attending the Supplementary School were making valuable contributions to  

the local community in the following ways:  

 

Reducing Isolation  

“We made a little community of people. Before I came I didn’t know who I was, I didn’t have 
anyone to talk to, so it was nice to be around people like me, people I could relate to”  

           Former Student 

Promoting Equality and Inclusion 

“Young people from Black Families have helped shape some of our equalities work…to look at 
ways to make Bath and North East Somerset a safer and more inclusive place”  

           Equality Officer 

Discovering and Shaping Heritage 

“The Impact you made is beyond anything I had imagined. It would have changed a lot of 
people’s perceptions of what Bath was like…who have found out more about the history of Bath 
and the lives of Black people in Bath ”  

           Heritage Officer 

Sharing Experiences and Insight 

“What has had a real impact, was the film that was produced by the Supplementary School. The 
impact of that film is really important because it has shared the experiences of the young 
people…what its like to grow up in B&NES if you are from a Black or Minority Ethnic 
background” 

                     Equality Officer 

Advancing Diversity 

“Young people are much more at ease with differences around ethnicity and diversity, and you 
know I'm really hopeful for the future, because of the young people I've been working with” 

           Equality Officer 

 



Developing As Active Citizens 

“We used to be involved with drama activities which gave us all loads of confidence. Which in 
turn has made us better people now. So we’ve kind of given back to the community now. I’ve 
also been back and mentored for Black Families Which I've loved, I've felt I've given back loads” 

           Former Student 

 

Strengthening Communities 

“I think they have a way of bonding the community back together particularly the Black 
community”   

            Parent 

“I think that they are very, very important to building a strong community here in Bath and North 
East Somerset, to being a strong, diverse community”   

           Equality Officer 

The Black Families Education Support Group Supplementary School delivers a curriculum  

rooted in the culture, heritage and interests of its pupils. It enables Black and Minority Ethnic  

children & young people to come together in a safe space, to learn and support each other.  

This in turn can impact positively on emotional and social well being in terms of confidence, self  

esteem, resilience, sense of identity and belonging.  

 

However the research illuminates the extent to which young people who attend the school are  

also functioning as active citizens, participating in and making a positive contribution to their  

local community across a wide variety of significant areas. The findings highlight that the school  

has an important part to play in relation to developing and enabling Black and Minority Ethnic  

young people to become active citizens, participating and contributing to the community.  

Ultimately, how do young people contribute to the community? By realising they matter. 

 

 



Project Outcomes 

The research project itself has highlighted the value and benefits for our organisation of working  

in partnership with the University of Bath, the South West Foundation and other voluntary sector  

organisations in relation to community led research. As an organisation we have developed new  

research skills and gained valuable experience which will allow us to continue to develop our  

organisations approach to research and evaluation and support others to carry out their own  

research; whether this is supporting young people to carry out research;  mentoring other  

organisations thinking about research; or working to help develop the way we evaluate impact  

across our sector with funders and other stakeholders. 

 

We believe our research findings have the potential to add something new to the debate on the  

impact of supplementary education on children and young people. In terms of the research  

it brings a new perspective to looking at what is happening within Supplementary Schools in  

terms of focusing on how they are supporting young people to develop and providing  

opportunities for them to make a positive contribution. We hope to develop this  

perspective as part our project’s next steps in terms of writing up and disseminating the  

research findings. 

 

This perspective on the role of Supplementary Schools in supporting young people to make a  

positive contribution has also led to new ways of thinking within the organisation around the  

specific aims of the school and the kinds of programme that could potentially be developed to  

support those aims. This has seen the development of a new aim specifically focused on  

supporting the development of young people and providing opportunities so that they are able to  

make a positive contribution to the local community. 

 


