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Rankings and Reputation 

University Rankings
• Nine courses achieved 100% for overall satisfaction in the National 

Student Survey 2019
• UK’s third highest degree completion rate of 96.6%
• 6th in UK Guardian University Guide 2020
• 9th in UK Complete University Guide 2021 with 18 subjects 

featuring in the top 10
• Top university in the South West
• 11th in the world for Sports-related subjects and 46th for Social 

Policy and Administration in the QS World University Rankings 
2020

Employability
• 5th for graduate prospects (Good University Guide 2020)
• 87.5% of our graduates are in professional jobs or further study
• Two-thirds of our students undertake a placement or study abroad

Applications
• Strong year with ug admissions up 8% and pgt up 25%

Online Learning
• Bath-led Institute for Coding now with >500,000 learners



Student Highlights

Samuel Cortinhas (Maths UG) and Andrea Ruan
(Mech Eng UG) were selected to present their 
research to the UK Parliament in March 2020 

In February 2020, four Bath student entrepreneurs –
including two Gold Scholars – gave successful Dragons’ 
Den pitches and secured funding for start-up 
businesses ranging from robotics to recycling

An innovative project from MSc Humanitarianism, 
Conflict & Development student Nav Sawhney to bring 
low-cost, manual washing machines to refugee camps is 
currently being piloted in Iraq

Luke Dardis (Mechanical Eng UG) won the 2019 
Autosport Williams Engineer of the Future Award in 
December and now joins Williams on an initial two-year 
placement in an accelerated development programme



Staff Highlights

Professor Saiful Islam – 2020 American Chemical Society Henry H. Storch Award in Energy Chemistry

Professor Cathryn Mitchell – 2019 Edward Appleton Medal and Prize and Royal Astronomical Society’s Chapman Medal 

Professor Veronica Hope Hailey – Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences

Dr Stijn Wuyts – named on the Highly Cited Researchers 2019 list from Web of Science

Dr Darragh McGee – named BBC AHRC New Generation Thinker 2020

Professor Marcelle McManus – 2020 FDM everywoman in Technology Academic Award



Major Research Grants 2019/20

Description Funder Principal Investigator Department Amount

£
Rethinking the neural crest – a novel dynamic 

model of neural crest fate restriction

BBSRC Prof Robert Kelsh Biology and 

Biochemistry

£956,777

Two stages of genome wide 5-

hydroxymethylcytosine reprogramming during 

colorectal carcinogenesis and liver metastasis

MRC Prof Adele Murrell Biology and 

Biochemistry

£671,454

Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund - Active 

Building Centre

EPSRC Prof David Coley Architecture and Civil 

Engineering

£672,518

Next Generation Li-ion Cathode Materials (CAT-

MAT)

EPSRC Prof Saiful Islam Chemistry £2,353,575

CAMERA MC2 Award EU - Horizon 2020 Prof Darren Cosker Computer Science £690,578

Re-Shaping the Test Pyramid EPSRC Prof Richard Butler 

Prof Rob Scheichl

Mechanical Engineering

Mathematical Sciences

£1,500,000

ELECTRA Innovate UK Prof Chris Brace Mechanical Engineering £694,507

Centre for the Analysis of Motion, Entertainment 

Research and Applications (CAMERA) - 2.0

EPSRC Prof Darren Cosker

Prof James Bilzon

Computer Science

Health

£3,344,443

Optimised Components, Test and simulatiOn 

toolkits for Powertrains which integrate Ultra 

high speed motor Solutions

Innovate UK Prof Sam Akehurst Mechanical Engineering £675,346

Conflict and peace building in the MENA region: 

is social protection the missing link?

AHRC Dr Rana Jawad Social & Policy Sciences £698,102

Identification and Characterisation of Library 

Derived PPI Inhibitors

Sapience 

Therapeutics Inc

Prof Jody Mason Biology & Biochemistry £741,685



Other Projects

Climate Action

• New Climate Action Framework developed
• Major relevant research advances in Engineering 

Partnership working

• Guild Living – enhancing urban later life living communities
• iSTART – providing a new facility in the new Bath Quays business 

district offering research, innovation and enterprise support for 
businesses and skills development for residents

Major building projects

• New School of Management Building
• Institute for Advanced Automotive Propulsion Systems (IAAPS)



Coronavirus 

University Response

• Our approach has been based on the principles of (i) minimising health risk, (ii) ensuring that the 
student experience can be as good as it can be (on campus and elsewhere) and (iii) allowing 
functions to continue as much as possible within Government guidelines

• Staff and student support of great importance
• Support for students working online
• Support for students on campus – international recognition
• Excellent SU support
• Emphasis on communications
• Staff consultation to determine optimum support

• Tremendous response from staff in moving to online teaching and assessment 

• Laboratory-based research activities are now being scaled up on campus, specific elite sports 
have restarted and the chaplaincy has reopened. 

• Concerted effort underway to be ready for the start of the new academic year

http://www.bath.ac.uk/corporate-information/rankings-and-reputation/
http://www.bath.ac.uk/corporate-information/rankings-and-reputation/
http://www.bath.ac.uk/corporate-information/rankings-and-reputation/


Coronavirus

Support for the city and wider region

Staff and students from the Faculty of Engineering have now 
made over 100,000 pieces of personal protective equipment 
(PPE) for frontline healthcare workers in the city, co-ordinating 
the extraordinary generosity of over 100 local businesses, 
groups and individuals.  

The team are finalists in the Creativity for Good category at 
the Creative Bath Awards which will place at the end of August.

Through a separate project, also involving our engineers, Bath 
Spa University, the RUH and local community sewing groups, 
we have also taken a lead in manufacturing full PPE gowns. 
These projects have been supported by generous donations in 
excess of £30,000 including from our alumni community.

We have offered free accommodation for NHS workers at the 
Royal United Hospital in Bath who need to isolate from their 
families and/or stay closer to work.

We are involved in BANES Economic Recovery Board and WECA 
Economic Regional Taskforce



Coronavirus: Related 
Academic Activities

contribution to national efforts
•

• Our Centre for Photonics and Photonic Materials has been working on a rapid-response 
project to find treatments for Covid-19 by building innovative optical devices that can 
access the deepest chambers of the lungs.

• Behavioural psychologist Dr Ben Ainsworth is working with others to expand and roll-out 
‘Germ Defence’, an evidence-based behaviour change website, which aims to reduce 
infection transmission.

• Through the Institute of Coding, we’ve also been working with partners to support the 
Government’s Skills Toolkit, the new online learning platform to help boost the nation’s 
skills while people are staying at home, with courses such as ‘Thriving in the Digital 
Workplace’.

• A new £1m research programme will see experts from Bath's Centre for Sustainable and 
Circular Technologies and Water Innovation Research Centre help to develop a 
standardised system for detecting coronavirus in wastewater, in order to provide an early 
warning of future outbreaks and reduce reliance on costly testing of large populations.

https://www.bath.ac.uk/announcements/bath-scientists-join-rapid-response-project-to-find-treatments-for-covid-19/
http://germdefence.org/
https://instituteofcoding.org/
https://www.csct.ac.uk/
https://www.bath.ac.uk/research-centres/water-innovation-and-research-centre-wirc-bath/


Strategy Development

• Coronavirus is having major impacts and demands immediate attention

• In many cases, it has accelerated change, particularly in teaching – the “Bath Blend”

• During the year, we have sought to assess the current University strategy, particularly within the 
following areas of focus are:

• Research, education and enterprise

• Reputation

• Staff and student experience

• Engagement with alumni and key stakeholders

• The Our University, Our Future project has been invaluable in learning from our community and 
the alumni survey has been particularly useful in determining what our graduates value about 
their Bath education and what we could improve



372 students and staff 

signed up to the cafés  

Six world café events, 

with 3,368 pieces of 

feedback

1,422 survey responses 

and 1,420 visits to the 

microsite

5 weeks of gallery walk 

and 317 comment cards

Our University, Our Future



Many positives

For the future:

• Students want a respected university with 
quality research and teaching, known for 
employability

• Staff prioritised a community of outstanding 
people, staying relevant by making a 
difference tackling key global issues

Our University, Our Future



Alumni survey

• Two slightly different surveys were sent 
out to those who graduated in 2015 and 
before and those who graduated in 
2016 and afterwards

• We received 2,577 responses from 2015 
and before, and 601 from 2016 and 
after

• The survey was conducted from 31 
January to 14 February 2020

Our University, Our Future



Alumni/ae Survey
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Consultative Reflections

• Feedback reflects the original values and ethos of the University

• Highly sought-after because of Bath brand

• Excellent education for excellent students

• Well taught, well qualified, well experienced, well rounded, well grounded

• Excellent placement provision and student experience

• High quality research and translation, interacting within and across disciplines

• Wider engagement in research since REF and instigation of substantial research 
centres

• Potential for increasing leadership role at regional, national and global levels



Professor Ken Austwick, founding Head of the School of Education 
Professor Brian Bayliss, Professor of Economics and former Pro-Vice-Chancellor
Professor Cliff Burrows OBE FREng, former Dean of the Faculty of Engineering
Prof Angus Buchanan, founding member of the University
Nathan Greaves, Accommodation and Hospitality
Dr David Hough, former Reader in Biochemistry
Professor Peter Johnson FBCS, founding Head of the Department of Computer Science
Deborah Lewis, Senior Lecturer in the School of Management
Penny Lye, Teacher Practitioner in the Department of Pharmacy and Pharmacology
David Ramsey, BSc in Economics and Politics and former School of Social Sciences 
Administrator
Brian Schofield, Head of Security Services
Gill Trevett, former Senior Assistant Registrar
Rob Tyrrell, SU Activities Officer
Professor Jonathan Williams, Department of Chemistry

In Memoriam 



• Thank you to the many alumni who have supported the University and our students during these 
difficult times.  

• May I express my sincere gratitude to those of you who contributed to the Student Hardship 
appeal. Together we raised over £45,000.

• Please consider donating an old laptop to allow a student to access online teaching and materials.

• If you are recruiting any roles within your organisation, please share these with our students and 
graduates through Recruit@Bath.

• Offer students and recent graduates support and advice by signing up as an ‘Alumni Expert’ on 
the Bath Connection networking platform. 

• Please help us to celebrate the Class of 2020, and all those who have supported them, by joining 
our Virtual Graduation celebration on 29 July. 

Thank You

https://www.bath.ac.uk/services/advertise-vacancies-with-recruit-bath/


Progress within 2016–2021 Corporate Plan

http://www.bath.ac.uk/corporate-information/rankings-and-reputation/
http://www.bath.ac.uk/corporate-information/rankings-and-reputation/
http://www.bath.ac.uk/corporate-information/rankings-and-reputation/

