
   
 
Meeting:   CONVOCATION 
    Forty-Ninth Annual Meeting 
 
Date and Time:  Saturday 6 May 2017 at 2.00pm  
 
Place:    The Students’ Union  
 
Present: 
 

Baroness Royall - Pro-Chancellor 
Professor Dame G Breakwell  - President and Vice-Chancellor 
Mr M Humphriss - University Secretary 

 
and 38 other members of Convocation. 
 

In Attendance: 
 

Mr G Maggs  - Director of Development & Alumni Relations 
Mrs C Andrews   - Secretary 

 
Apologies: No apologies were received. 
 
 
  ACTION 
1. 
 

WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS 
 
The Chair welcomed members to the forty-ninth annual meeting of Convocation, 
and explained the role and purpose of Convocation to those attending for the first 
time.   

 

   
2. MINUTES  

 
The minutes of the forty-eighth meeting of Convocation held on 20 June 2016 
(Paper CN16/17-1) were approved as a correct record of the proceedings.   

 

   
3. MATTERS ARISING 

 
There were no matters arising from the previous meeting. 

 

   
4. REPORT FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT AND ALUMNI 

RELATIONS  
 
The Director of Development and Alumni Relations provided an oral report on the 
work undertaken by the Department of Development and Alumni Relations.  He 
reported that the Department now carried out many of the duties which were 
traditionally the remit of Convocation, typically divided into two key areas: 
engagement and involvement; and fundraising.   
 
Engagement and Involvement 
The University now has 106,612 alumni worldwide, approximately 25% of whom 
are overseas in 150+ countries.  The Department is proud to be in touch with over 
80% of alumni, via a varied programme of communications and events reaching 
out to a wide audience.  Email updates, for example, are sent to around 64,000 
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addresses. 

This year there have been events in 16 cities across 12 countries, including an 
evening hosted by the Chancellor HRH The Earl of Wessex, in San Francisco 
and a behind-the-scenes tour of CERN.  Alumni have also contributed at 
international recruitment and “conversion” events to demonstrate what a Bath 
education has to offer.   

The Department’s online platform, Bath Connection, continues to grow and is an 
important tool allowing current students to reach out to alumni experts to seek 
careers advice, mentoring and mock interviews.   

In this Anniversary year there has been an even wider variety of activities:  

 A special 50th Anniversary edition of BA2 went out to 80,000 alumni. 
 The Department has produced four new films showcasing the University and 

making use of the newly digitised archive, revealing many items of interest.  
 More Honorary Degrees have been awarded than usual, with recipients 

including: stellar academics from around the world; Bath alumni (eg Professor 
Koen Steemers, a Bath architecture graduate who leads the Dept of 
Architecture at Cambridge); sports coaches (Jan Bartu, who has coached 
many of our Modern Pentathlon champions); notable “locals” (Jenson Button, 
who comes from Frome, and John Cleese, originally from Weston-super-
Mare); and Professor Kevin Edge, who in being made an Honorary Doctor of 
Engineering became the university’s only triple doctorate. 

 The University sponsored an exhibition at the Holburne Museum, “Silver: 
Light and Shade’, in which Chemistry academics and UG students designed 
an interactive space for the public to explore the science of silver.   

 Over 100 staff and students ran the Bath Half Marathon, including the 
Convocation representative to Council, raising over £17k for charity.   

 Gardeners’ Question Time, with an audience of 2 million, was recorded in The 
Edge earlier this year.  

 Edge Arts have undertaken three artistic commissions, an ongoing residency, 
and three music commissions, in addition to hosting the highly prestigious 
Jerwood Drawing Prize for the first time. 

 Team Bath have inducted eight sporting legends into their Hall of Fame: Colin 
Jackson, Malcolm Arnold, Kate Howey, Ged Roddy, Mark Foster, Ivor Powell, 
Steve Borthwick and Sascha Kindred. Ivor Powell’s induction in July 2016 
included a Memorial Match to mark his 100th birthday which attracted over 70 
guests, including 15 members of Ivor’s family and 39 alumni. 

 The day of the anniversary, 25 October 2016, saw four events in one day.  
Starting with 900 guests at a celebration in Bath Abbey, followed by a VIP 
lunch hosted by the Chancellor, a Party on the Parade, and finally 5,500 
people supporting the University’s 1st XV to a win at the Rec. 

 The anniversary celebrations culminated in the 50th Anniversary Festival, a 
one-off event designed to showcase the best of the University in research, 
sport and arts, followed by the largest reunion to date (with over 800 alumni 
registered).   

 
Fundraising 
The University set a target of £66m for the anniversary fundraising campaign and 
the Director was delighted to report that to date we have reached almost £60m.  
This reflects a massive team effort from thousands of alumni and friends who 
have made gifts to create 1,400 scholarships (PhD Studentships, arts, sports or 
academic scholarships); support student societies to buy new equipment; and 
support a wide range of research projects. 

The Director concluded by thanking all donors, particularly those present, for their 
continued support of the University and hoped the alumni were proud of the 
University and what it had become, because the University was certainly proud of 
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its alumni. 

On behalf of Convocation the Chair thanked the Development & Alumni Relations 
team for their contribution to making the University such a great institution for 
whom alumni were the most powerful advocates.  This view was echoed by Mrs 
Christine Gibbons.   

AGREED that the report of the Director of Development and Alumni Relations be 
noted.   

   
5. APPOINTMENTS TO COUNCIL AND COURT  

 
Convocation were asked to consider the forthcoming vacancy on University 
Council and three vacancies on Court when the current terms of office expire on 
31 July 2017.   
 
Mrs Christine Gibbons, the current appointee to Council, has expressed her 
willingness to continue for a further three years.  No other expressions of interest 
have been received.     
 
The three serving appointees for Court, Mr Derek Brewer, Mr Graham Dennis and 
Mr Trevor Elworthy, all indicated that they are willing to continue for a further term 
of office.  No other expressions of interest have been received.   
 
AGREED unanimously to re-appoint Mrs Christine Gibbons as the representative 
on University Council for the period 1 August 2017 to 31 July 2020.   
 
AGREED unanimously to re-appoint Mr Derek Brewer, Mr Graham Dennis and Mr 
Trevor Elworthy as Convocation representatives on University Court for the period 
1 August 2017 to 31 July 2020.   
  

 

   
6. DISESTABLISHMENT OF THE GRADUATE LIAISON BOARD  

 
The University Secretary introduced Paper CN16/17-3 outlining the history and 
purpose of the Graduate Liaison Board.  The Board has not met since 2005 and 
its activities have been largely overtaken with more informal methods of engaging 
with alumni. Due to the lengthy period of inactivity it was proposed that the Board 
be disestablished and replaced with an informal Alumni Engagement Group, to be 
chaired by the Convocation Representative to Council.   
   
A former Chair of the Graduate Liaison Board stated that the Department of 
Development and Alumni Relations was now far more effective at alumni 
engagement than the Board would be and was pleased to formally propose that 
the Board be disestablished.  This was seconded by another alumnus who had 
previously served as Secretary to the Board. 
 
AGREED that the disestablishment of the Graduate Liaison Board be 
recommended to Senate and Council, and that the University’s Ordinances be 
amended to reflect this. 

 

   
7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

 
There was no other business. 

 

   
8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 
To be confirmed.    

 

 
The meeting concluded at 2.25pm. 


