2

University of Bath, Institute for Policy Research
Doctorate in Policy Research and Practice (DPRP) – January 2023 workshop

Programme of open and hybrid seminars
Zoom ID for all meetings: 945 8252 9482 
Passcode: 192566
Room for all meetings: 10W 2.01

	Session 1
Mon 16 Jan 
12.00–13.30 GMT

	Social policy and education.

Baljit Bangla, (Cohort 3) How commissioning policies are dismantling women’s specialist services in the UK.

Felicity Groves (Cohort 7) Children placed in ‘alternative’ secure accommodation in the UK – a research proposal.

Ahmed Aref (Cohort 4) “As if I was being punished for getting pregnant.”
Maternity protection in the countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council. 

Majid Al-Ayed (Cohort 2) Application of a new human capital paradigm for Saudi Arabia’s economic development.

Chair – James Copestake


	
	
Brown bag lunch provided for those present in 10W


	Session 2
Mon 16 Jan 
14.00-15.30

	Policy-pull or science push?  Building bridges between evidence and policy.

Jo Chataway (Professor and Head of Department of Science, Technology, Engineering and Public Policy, University College London, and DPRP external examiner from 2018-2022)

Discussants: Carole Mundell (Professor of Extragalactic Astronomy, and Chief International Science Envoy in the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office); Harry Rutter (Professor of Public Health, DSPS), and Kit Yates (Senior Lecturer, Dept of Mathematical Sciences). 

Chair – Nick Pearce


	Session 3
Tue 17 Jan
12.00–13.30

	Understanding and responding to disasters, complex emergencies and conflict. 

Willy Nyeko (Cohort 5) The evolving context and characteristics of Complex Humanitarian Emergencies – time for a redefinition?

Mikaela Cochrane (Cohort 6) Forecast-based action? Appraisal of a data lab approach to producing anticipatory response plans for humanitarian relief in response to armed conflict.
Suren Tripathi (Cohort 4) State formation in fragile- and conflict-affected situations. 

Stephan Zimmerman (Cohort 3) Disaster risk finance: what are the broader macro-economic justifications for investments into sovereign DRF strategies at national level?

Chair – Naomi Pendle


	Session 4
Tue 17 Jan
14.00-15.30

	Managing food relief in practice – a discussion with Steven Were Omamo.

Were will reflect on his experience as Country Director for the World Food Programme in Ethiopia from 2018 to 21, drawing on his book on the subject “At the Center of the World in Ethiopia.” 

Chair – James Copestake


	
Session 5
Wed 18 Jan
12.00-13.30

	Governance, regulation and changing technology.

Njahira Karanja (Cohort 1) Values and technology in justice: an exploration of blockchain's transformative potential for case management in Kenya. 

Jonas Schriegel (Cohort 7) Regulation of digital assets from a global governance perspective, and implications for the European Union.

Joachim Schmitz (Cohort 6) Energiewende: the influence of regulatory frameworks on green energy procurement of energy-intensive companies over the next ten years.

Noina Sooksiri Chamsuk (Cohort 2) Carbon action and development outcomes in developing countries: greenhouse gas emission reduction, carbon finance and development aspirations unravelled.

Chair - Charlie Larkin


	
Session 6
Wed 18 Jan
14.00–15.30

	Global governance and the regulation of personal digital data: a panel discussion.

[bookmark: _Hlk121745215]Carly Kind – Director of the Ada Lovelace Institute. 

Catriona Gray (ART-AI Doctoral student). Topic: adoption and use of data-drive Artificial Intelligence technologies as decision-supporting tools by humanitarian actors.

Deborah Morgan (ART-AI Doctoral student and Alan Turing Institute). Topic: regulatory sandboxes for anticipating risks associated with AI systems.

Emma Carmel (Professor of Governance and Public Policy, Associate 
Dean for research in the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences).

Chair – Charlie Larkin


	Session 7
Thu 19 Jan
12.00-13.30

	Field work experiences: setting up and conducting interviews. 

Giorgia Iacopini (Cohort 2) Professional evaluators in the UK.

Andrew Fyfe (Cohort 1) Setters of international standards for evaluation under the SDGs.

Valentina Sommacal (Cohort 3) Food systems and socio-economic inclusion of migrant workers: what role for the private sector? The case of horticulture businesses in the Foggia Province of Italy.

Caroline Fazli (Cohort 5) Researching India’s natural farming movement.

Chair - James Copestake


	Session 8
Thu 19 Jan
14.00-15.30
	Doing international development differently.

Heba Al Fara (Cohort 6) Digital cash transfers from the beneficiary perspective: a comparative exploration of effectiveness.

Leigh Crowley (Cohort 5). Doing development differently with Development Impact Bonds: silver bullet or niche instrument?

Florian Zabel (Cohort 6) One team, more clout: ‘Team Europe’ as a dynamic policy change in the European Union’s development cooperation policy?

Sue Godt (DPRP, 2022) “Pull a thread here and you’ll find it’s attached to the rest of the world.”: connecting development interventions to the bigger picture. 

Chair – Joe Devine


	
Session 9
Fri 20 Jan
12.00–13.30

	Towards a model for a realist and policy-relevant research thesis.

Speaker - James Copestake (DPRP, Director of Studies).

Discussants – Margaret Rose (Cohort 2), Hugh Lauder (Dept of Education).


	Session 10
Fri 20 Jan
14.00-15.30

	Researching industry influence on policy – the case of tobacco. 
Tobacco Control Research Group.

A joint presentation on researching the influence on public policy of tobacco companies by Britta Matthes (PhD, 2018), Hala Aalaouie, Lonjezo Masikini, Adam Bertscher (PhD students). 



[bookmark: _Hlk90479351]


Abstracts (in alphabetic order of first name)
[bookmark: _Hlk120779534]
Ahmed Aref (Cohort 4) “As if I was being punished for getting pregnant.” Maternity protection between policies and practices in the countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
The importance of the family unit has been a core pillar of social policy planning in the GCC. But despite many accomplishments, the gap in protection of mothers and mothers-to-be has not yet been holistically addressed. My findings from a policy landscape analysis and legislative mapping reveal insufficiency in maternity protection provisions, in terms of leave allowance, childcare arrangements, and flexible working arrangements. In addition, there is a clear legal discrepancy between the provision in public and private sectors, and between nationals and expatriates in the same sectors. Drawing also on qualitative research conducted in Qatar as a case study, this paper explores how working women there (nationals and expatriates) are living with limited maternity protection policies, their needs, subjective experiences, challenges and coping strategies. It focuses on themes that emerged from their narratives, including management practices as facilitators and barriers to maternity protection, maternity penalties, maternity-based discrimination and negative experiences with job security, and the different experiences of nationals and expatriates with the  social support system (including extended families, domestic help, and community).

Carly Kind, Catriona Gray, Deborah Morgan, Emma Carmel - panel discussion. Global governance and the regulation of personal digital data
Personal digital data has rapidly become both integral to the relationship between individuals and states, and a global commodity dominated by a small number of big tech companies. What kinds of regulatory regimes and standards (national, regional, global) are emerging for regulating how personal data is used? And what are the likely implications for individual rights, wellbeing outcomes and inequalities? These questions require clear thinking about the nature of personal digital data as a ‘good’, what can be done with it using new and emerging technologies, and the global political economy of regulating this. They also beg questions about appropriate processes of policy development and social research. 

Caroline Fazli (Cohort 5) Researching India’s Natural Farming Movement
I will share reflections on my experiences over the past year starting my field research, which has involved literally going into the fields—as well as orchards, food processing centers, villages and meeting places—of farmers and farmer-producer organizations engaged in a form of low-cost, indigenous cow-based agroecology developed in India, which some call natural farming.  While the approach was popularized through social movements, it has recently been incorporated into state policy on a large scale in several states and is now being adopted by thousands of small and marginal farmers in drought-prone Rayalaseema, Andhra Pradesh.  The question of how to evaluate the success or effectiveness of such programs is one that is currently under consideration, and many feel that it is short-sighted to try to apply conventional measures of yield and income to agroecology.  To enrich the conversation taking place around this, I have sought to engage natural as well as conventional farmers in two villages in Rayalaseema in conversations on what they value in their practice, relating it to larger questions around wellbeing and the meaning of development.  The study also involves ethnographic work and collaboration with a large NGO that is undertaking a survey in the same area collecting quantitative data.            

Felicity Groves (Cohort 7) Children placed in ‘alternative’ secure accommodation in the UK – a research proposal
Over the past ten years, an ever-growing number of children have come into care in their teenage years, who were not provided services at a point that perhaps could have prevented this, due to austerity measures (Featherstone et al, 2018). Such children often require a placement in a therapeutic residential children’s home. However, there is a chronic shortage of such places. The majority of children’s homes are now owned by the private sector and have the ability to ‘cherry pick’ the children they provide care for. Therefore, the children with the highest needs are frequently not given a placement at such homes or are moved with little notice. Children with complex needs may require a ‘Secure Children’s Home’. However, due to a severe shortage of such placements, many are instead placed in unregulated and unregistered homes, with care being provided for them by an agency, within a rented property. Such placements are made lawful by the ‘Inherent Jurisdiction of the High Court’. A recent review of case law (Roe et al, 2022) described how many children are subject to multiple restraints and sometimes staffed up to 5:1, under this provision. This research proposal aims to use the diary- interview method, to understand the lived experience of these children, who are currently ‘unseen and unheard’. 
Florian Zabel (Cohort 6) One team, more clout: ‘Team Europe’ as a dynamic policy change in the European Union’s development cooperation policy?
[bookmark: _Hlk121212054]This paper assesses the process of policy change through a case study of the European Union’s ‘Team Europe’ approach, established in early 2020.  It first aims at building a holistic understanding of Team Europe by discussing the design, proposal and programming phases. It then examines the hypothesis that the Team Europe approach indeed marked a significant policy change in EU’s international cooperation policy, and sheds light on the cui bono question by asking whose interests and priorities were taken into account when operationalising it through so-called Team Europe Initiatives (TEIs). 
Heba Al-Faya (Cohort 6). Digital cash transfers from the perspective of beneficiaries: a comparative exploration of effectiveness.
Digitalization has been identified as a primary aim for humanitarian organizations because it is quickly altering the way humanitarian logistics and aid activities are implemented, directly affecting the way the humanitarian field supports those in need. Nonetheless, digital humanitarian tools tend to be designed in a top-down way to meet the requirements of aid agencies not recipients. Adopting a human-centered approach, I compare the experiences of aid beneficiaries in Congo and Kenya, drawing on comparable studies conducted by Mercy Corps and Ground Truth Solutions respectively. I find that four contextual factors - access to target populations, sustainability of programming, data protection, and ethical concerns in delivery - influences aid recipient experiences and views of mobile money effectiveness.

James Copestake - Towards a model for a realist and policy-relevant research thesis.
A growing number of DPRP students have drawn on realist philosophy to inform their research. I am interested in discussing why this is so, what it means to do so, and what the alternatives might be. will begin with a short summary of what I take a realist approach to researching policy to be, emphasizing how it acknowledges the complexity and context-specificity of the causal processes that deliver policy outcomes, including the struggle to understand how far what stakeholders are willing to reveal informs how they act and interact. I will also explore how and why realist approaches benefit from multi-method research strategies, reflect on what is distinctive about realist interviews, and clarify how realist research differs from that informed by other perspectives, including post-positivism, pragmatism and constructivism. 

Joachim Schmitz (Cohort 6) Energiewende: the influence of regulatory frameworks on green energy procurement of energy-intensive companies over the next ten years.
To achieve carbon neutrality, producers of chemicals, steel, glass, and other energy-intensive products need to switch their industrial processes to green electricity. Early movers could benefit from a head-start vis-à-vis the competition, but they may also incur extra costs. Companies’ decisions in turn depends at least partially upon government’s green industrial policies, including Germany’s Energiewende. For my research thesis I am considering two questions. (1) Should energy-intensive companies in countries with strong pledges under the Paris accord develop individual strategies to procure green electricity for themselves, or should they wait for the government to ensure that there is an ample supply of green electricity? (2) What tariff and other policies can facilitate this transition while also ensuring energy-intensive companies remain anchored in OECD countries?

[bookmark: _Hlk118879597]Joanna Chataway (University College London) - Policy Pull or Science Push?  Building bridges between evidence and policy.
Covid-19 illustrates just how complex and fraught the relationship between science and policy can be. In exploring the evolving practice of trying to close the gap between science push and policy pull it is useful to reflect on the nature and role of policy brokers and intermediaries - individuals and organisations.  I suggest that the notion of broker maybe incomplete and perhaps even misleading and suggest there is a need to develop new concepts to help us think through the links between policy and science.

Jonas Schriegel (Cohort 7) - Regulation of digital assets from a global governance perspective, and implications for the European Union.
Cryptocurrencies have experienced increasing demand, and new forms of digital assets are becoming more popular, such as stable coins and decentralised finance. At the same time, concerns concern about risks of digital assets have also grown, especially in regard to financial crime, market integrity and consumer protection. I will review the international actors involved in regulating digital assets and their specific roles and contributions. This includes a critical review of current EU legislation and reflections on how far the EU and ECB are aligning themselves to the positions of other international regulatory agencies. 

Leigh Crowley (DPRP Cohort X) Doing development differently with Development Impact Bonds: A silver bullet or a niche instrument?
Development Impact Bonds (DIBs) have been heralded as a financial instrument that does development differently. A form of payment by results (PbR), DIBs uniquely leverage private finance to provide upfront working capital to service providers, with payment back to the social investor contingent on the achievement of specified ‘social outcomes’. The promise of DIBs is that they shift the financial risk of programme under-performance away from the donor and/or government department to a social investor. First launched in 2015, a total of 16 DIBs have been implemented covering a number of policy areas and geographies. To-date each DIB has achieved its desired social outcomes. Yet, despite the obvious success of the DIB model the uptake of the instrument remains low. This presentation identifies limiting factors that help explain why the proliferation of this successful instrument remains low. Quick presentation structure: What is a DIB? What is the rationale for its use? The DIB ecosystem to-date. Why might proliferation be limited?

[bookmark: _Hlk121136629]Majid Al-Ayed (Cohort 2) Application of a new human capital paradigm for Saudi Arabia’s economic development.
It has long been evident that human intellect is foundational to development and entails formal processes of instruction. Human capital theory formalises this relationship by linking investment in education to increases in workplace productivity and higher wages. However, far from being universal the relationship between these variables is highly context-specific: education is influenced by more than self-interested investment; employment is rarely purely meritocratic; many intangible sources contribute to productivity growth, and wages are determined by more than competitive market driven processes. This means that policies to promote economic development through investment in human capital must build on historically and geographically specific considerations. My research draws on key informant interviews and a review of policy documents to explore the ideas underpinning education strategy in Saudi Arabia, and how far this can be improved by drawing on lessons from elsewhere, including South Korea’s success in promoting ‘learning by doing’ and Norway’s success in redeploying acquired knowledge to develop new sectors.

Mikaela Cochran (Cohort 6) Forecast-based action? Appraisal of a data lab approach to producing anticipatory response plans for humanitarian relief in response to armed conflict.
I will reflect on scope for a data lab approach to pooling and analysing data, incorporating Machine Learning approaches, to produce anticipatory response plans for humanitarian relief in response to armed conflict. Based on the concept of anticipatory action and forecast-based action (and financing), anticipatory response plans would set out options for pre-conflict coordination efforts such as pre-positioning supplies and establishing connections with local actors who can be ‘activated’ at the onset of an emergency. Local actor-networks may include national or international development NGOs, first responders, and faith leaders.

Noina Sooksiri Chamsuk (DPRP - Cohort 2) Carbon action and development outcomes in developing countries: greenhouse gas emission reduction, carbon finance and development aspirations unravelled. 
I report on a global investigation of correlations between carbon emission reduction (or carbon action) and development outcomes using a combination of quantitative and qualitative research methods. One component (based on a soft modelling tool, partial-least square structural equation model) identifies correlations between indicators of carbon finance, human development and carbon emission reduction for 103 developing countries. The other component (a cross-country analysis, using qualitative comparative analysis) investigate conditions under which carbon actions of 17 countries contribute to achievement of social co-benefits such as improved access to clean cooking, job creation or drudgery reduction. Findings are intended to inform policy makers about the link from carbon action to social co-benefits highlighted under the Paris Agreement in 2015.  

Njahira Karanja (Cohort 1) Values and Technology in Justice: An Exploration of Blockchain's Transformative Potential for Case Management in Kenya. 
My thesis examines the role and potential impact of technology on the administration of justice in Kenya. It interrogates how values of transparency, democracy and accountability shape institutions and influence adoption of Electronic Case Management Systems (ECMS) technology to enhance access and delivery of ‘open justice’. This distinguishes between technologies that are automative (i.e. improve traditional ways of working) and transformative’ (displace and revolutionize conventional working habits). I argue that the decentralized governance model associated with the blockchain has this potential, especially in its current state of evolution as part of a wider ecosystem that includes smart contracts and decentralized autonomous organisations. The thesis does not argue that government and existing justice sector institutions should be replaced by technology in their governance role, but that some of the coordination and enforcement roles vested in the state can be transferred to computational functions spread across a permissioned blockchain, for better and more efficient justice outcomes for court users. 

Stephan Zimmerman (Cohort 3) Disaster risk finance (DRF): what are the broader macro-economic justifications for investments into sovereign DRF strategies at national level?
Financial planning and preparedness for crises is applied by governments in advanced and emerging economies alike; DRF however is predominantly a policy concept in emerging countries, where market imperfections persist for varying reasons. Through innovative financial instruments, DRF aims to increase the availability of funding for foreseeable post-disaster recovery needs, while simultaneously allowing for the continued pursuit of development objectives. The objective is to help vulnerable countries shift from being a crisis responder to become a proactive risk manager. While there is more anecdotal evidence and qualitative evaluations of individual DRF instruments, there is still an evidence gap relating to the wider impacts and performance of comprehensive DRF strategies at national level. This thesis aims to contribute to a better understanding of the broader macro-economic justifications for investments into DRF solutions and to develop a methodology to analyze the potential direct and indirect impacts and benefits of comprehensive DRF strategies. 
Sue Godt (DPRP, 2022) “Pull a thread here and you’ll find it’s attached to the rest of the world.”(Nadeem Aslam): Connecting development interventions to the bigger picture.
The development world is full of innovative interventions including, for example, technical solutions, financial instruments, funding mechanisms, implementation strategies. Many are evaluated as successful in achieving their specific planned objectives and outcomes. Many, however, are designed and implemented in isolation from the larger systems and dynamics within a community, district or country.  What are the broader effects of these interventions and how do they impact on long term sustainable change? Drawing on my thesis research, I will reflect on the kinds of contestations, questions and alternatives being debated on the ground.  

Suren Tripathi (Cohort 4) State formation in fragile- and conflict-affected situations. 
“War makes the State, and States make War,” Tilly (1985) wrote, arguing that the formation of European nation-states was an unintended outcome of the extraction of resources and mobilization of finance to underwrite warfare. In fragile- and conflict-affected situations (FCAS) such endogenous processes of state formation have been superseded by externally assisted processes of state-building, with a gradual shift in focus from the formation of extractive state apparati (Fanon, 1961) to ‘legitimate’ institutions oriented towards public service delivery (Lake, 2010). International development agendas (including the UN SDGs and the World Bank’s Fragility, Conflict and Violence Strategy) advocate strong, accountable, and inclusive public institutions to promote sustainable peace and economic development (UN, 2015; WB, 2020). However, the theoretical rationale for state-building as peacebuilding is weak, as is empirical evidence of the efficacy of externally assisted donor interventions to build a more resilient State. This is reflected in policy incoherence between and within donors in the mix of military intervention, humanitarian assistance, developmental assistance, and disengagement they opt for in FCAS. Given the sparsity of robust evidence and the paucity of suitable counterfactual examples to assess the impact of not intervening my research aims to utilize advances in artificial simulation to understand the transmission mechanisms through which externally assisted interventions do (or do not) contribute to the emergence of a more resilient State, and in turn whether a ‘strong’ State contributes towards positive peace.

Tobacco Control Research Group: Researching industry influence on policy – the case of tobacco.
The TCRG, which is part of the Department for Health, investigates how the corporate sector impacts health outcomes and seeks to influence science and policy. Since 2018, the TCRG has been part of the STOP (Stop Tobacco Organisations and Products) a global tobacco control watchdog funded by Bloomberg Philanthropies. In this session, we will introduce our policy-related research and showcase projects led by three of our PhD students. Britta Matthes, a post-doctoral researcher in the group, will provide an overview of the group’s work, focusing on tobacco industry interference in policymaking. Hala Alaouie, whose PhD focuses on examining tobacco industry to enhance tobacco control, will speak about lessons from the state-owned tobacco monopoly in Lebanon to inform monopoly-based endgame strategies. Lonjezo Masikini will addresses a gap in understanding trends and sub-national variation in tobacco production and diversification into other crops and livelihood activities in Malawi. He focuses on how incentives to produce tobacco are affected by public policy, institutions, and politics. Adam Bertscher, drawing on systems thinking, will present his findings of the complexities surrounding tobacco, alcohol and food industry influences on policy, what interventions can prevent or mitigate such influence.

[bookmark: _Hlk121134623]Valentina Sommarcal (Cohort 3) Food systems and socio-economic inclusion of migrant workers: what role for the private sector? The case of horticulture businesses in the Foggia Province of Italy.
The UN global Food System Summit held in September 2021 called for redressing of structural power imbalances existing affecting the livelihoods, inclusion and rights of vulnerable groups, including exploited waged labourers and migrant workers. To this end, the summit invoked the engagement of the private sector and its adoption of responsible practices. This raises the question of what prompts private sector agribusinesses to adopt more socially responsible practices. I am addressing this through a complex case: the horticulture sector in the Foggia Province of Italy (Apulia Region). Exploitative practices like caporalato have dominated labour market intermediation for decades, forcing foreign workers with both regular and irregular status, into deprived working and living arrangements in large and isolated informal settlements. My research draws on their experience and views – and those of other stakeholders – to explore how the food system should change to become more just. The research takes Amartya Sen’s Idea of Justice as its theoretical framework, with its emphasis on what people are able to do or be over the parameters set by institutions and regulatory frameworks. This leads me to conclude that NGO assistance and support is indispensable for achieving more just and inclusive agribusiness in the Foggia Province, facilitated by an emphasis on valorising and protecting the environment and natural resources. 

Willy Nyeko (Cohort 5) The evolving context and characteristics of Complex Humanitarian Emergencies – time for a redefinition?
Complex Humanitarian Emergencies (CHE) have been defined as a multi-dimensional humanitarian crisis in a country, region, or society where there is considerable breakdown of authority resulting from internal or external conflict, thus requiring a multi-sectoral international response. CHEs are characterized by political instability, armed conflict, large population displacements, food shortages, social disruption, and collapse of public services. These defining characteristics have remained largely unchanged since the term was introduced. Yet there have been fundamental shifts in the geo-political context and nuanced local characteristics of humanitarian emergencies. This suggests scope for revisiting the CHE term, reflecting on its usefulness and what it could mean for humanitarian aid policy and action.
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