H&SS Board of Studies
Wednesday, 2nd April 2025 10:15 am
Teams   |   HSS Board of Studies
Attended
Deborah Wilson (Chair)
Elisabeth Barratt Hacking 
Gail Forey 
David Galbreath 
Richard Joiner 
Sarah Jones 
Peter Lambert 
Thanos Mergoupis 
Ajit Mishra 
Sarah Moore 
Haydn Morgan 
Katrin Roberts 
Michael Stimmelmayr 
Yixian Sun 
Joanna Syrda 
Matthew Wickens 

In Attendance
Rachel Acres (Secretary)
Tu Anh Do
Chris Goff (for item 5050)
Catherine Hamilton-Giachritsis (for item 5050)

Apologies
Florin Bisset 
Mariana Bonnouvrier 
Emma Carmel 
Maria Clutterbuck 
Xiao Lan Curdt-Christiansen 
Ella Gibbs
MariCarmen Gil Ortega 
Fiona Gillison 
Kate Gooch 
Monica Greco
Dan Ile 
Tom Lancaster 
Polly McGuigan 
Arshiya Sachdeva

5039.0 Welcome and Quorum
The Chair welcomed members and attendees and made a formal note of attendance to ensure that quorum was maintained throughout the meeting.


5040.0 Declarations of Interest
No declarations of interest were declared.
5041.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting - HSS24/25 - 77
Board of Studies approved the open minutes of the previous meeting of H&SS Board of Studies held on 26.02.25
5042.0 Actions and Matters Arising
There were no matters arising. 
5043.0 Chair's Business
The Chair reminded colleagues to nominate their students for the Chancellor's Prize. 
The Chair welcomed Professor Michael Stimmelmayr, the new Associate Dean International, to his first meeting. 
5049.0 New Course Proposal: MA IR with European Politics; MA IR with International Security; MA IR with Foreign Policy; MA IR with Gender Politics
The Chair noted that this new course proposal had not yet been to APC, due to committee dates not allowing this, but had been approved at Faculty Strategic Programmes Committee and University Executive Board.
The Head of Department noted that these new courses were designed to be more attractive to international students and ensure financial sustainability. 
The Committee unanimously agreed that the approvals process was frustrating, with so many different committees needing to approve paperwork and often the remits overlapping. The Committee felt the responsibilities of each committee should be clearer with respect to the elements of the proposals they were considering, but more broadly felt the entire process should be streamlined. 
Board of Studies approved the Stage 1 proposal for a new suite of MSc International Relations courses to start in September 2026. 

5044.0 Green Impact - Reduction of Printed Resources
Board of Studies noted that members were no longer printing any paperwork for this committee and instead using the online platform, Decision Time. This would be reported in the Faculty's Green Impact submission. 
5045.0 Special Programmes of Study - HSS24/25-79
Board of Studies were asked to discuss a new policy for QA3 - Annex H Individual Schemes of Study and provide information about how Individual Schemes of Study are currently being used in the Faculty/School/Department, including what adjustments are being made for students and why they are being made i.e., what circumstances would justify such an adjustment. Board of Studies were provided with this report detailing special programmes of study in HSS for 2023/24. 
Board of Studies noted the following points:
· Members questioned how Academic Registry planned to use this within the broader University work on anticipatory/reasonable adjustments, and how this would fit within any wider changes. 
· Members were very keen to note that remote study was not an option for students (unless on a specific Distance Learning course) and should not be allowed through a special programme of study. They asked Registry to consider the 'location of study' wording and what the implications were of this term. Board of Studies did not want the University to relax location requirements, even for special programmes of study. 
· The issue of some MRes Part Time students have special patterns of study agreed by Directors of Studies was discussed and members agreed that it should not permitted. The FAR and ADE would provide HODs with more information about any cases in their Departments.
ACTION: FAR and ADE to provide HoDs with SPOS information for MRes Part Time students.

· Board of Studies noted the exponential growth of mental health issues for students and the use of special programmes to manage this. 
· It was noted that additional training was being provided for 2024/25 to Departments in managing their Board of Examiners for Courses to ensure correct decisions were being made where students had unassigned outcomes. 
· The Chair thanked colleagues for their work in this area supporting students. 
5046.0 Approval of the David Parkin Visiting Professorship - HSS24/25-79a
Board of Studies approved the David Parkin Visiting Professorship application submitted by Melissa Jayne Atkinson, (Dept. Psychology), nominating Prof Tracey Diane Wade, Matthew Flinders Distinguished Professor of Psychology, Flinders University. The total amount awarded via this scheme is £5,000.
The discrepancy in prize amounts awarded to the two individuals was raised; the Chair confirmed the funding split was felt to be sufficient for the needs of each application. 
5050.0 New Course Approval: Doctorate in Forensic Psychology HSS24/25-79
Board of Studies considered for approval the Stage 1 proposal for a Doctorate in Forensic Psychology course. Prof Catherine Hamilton-Giachritsis attended for this item.	Comment by Deborah Wilson: Deleted as mentioned in next para
Board of Studies noted this course required a complex approvals process, passing through both standard routes (FSPC, UEB, APC, Board of Studies) as well as through UDSC. The course is planned to launch in February 2026, or September 2026 if not achievable.

· Rationale - The proposal includes two related programs: one requiring HSPC accreditation and one that does not (post-Stage 2), which has implications for staffing and operational flexibility. A key issue remains whether these represent two separate awards or two routes to a single award. 
· Financial Considerations - It was outlined that there are challenges in financial modelling, as the course does not align with either traditional on-campus or distance learning categories. An interim approach has been approved by Finance. Due to the absence of HESA PGR data, demand has been assessed via qualitative evidence and professional networks, which indicate strong interest. 
· Library Resource Concerns - Concerns were raised regarding the lack of specific consideration for library and academic support services. While the documentation mentions existing resources (primarily journals), there is significant reliance on the subject librarian (Justin), particularly for supporting systematic reviews. The course will include minimal on-campus presence (14 days/year), but resource implications remain. 
· International Students and Placement Arrangements - The program is designed for students to be employed on training posts (eligible for skilled worker visas). For non-employed international students (on student visas), plans are being developed to ensure placements remain within the 50% threshold. Additional study days and employability content may be added to maintain compliance. 
· Award Structure - It was noted that pursuing two separate awards may complicate the approval process. FSPC had previously approved a single award. Any changes may require resubmission. It was agreed that further discussions on the award structure would take place by the Faculty Leadership team ahead of APC submission. 
Outcome - The committee approved the proposal in principle and at the strategic stage, with flexibility regarding the final award structure. 
ACTION: CG to investigate how library-related costs, particularly those linked to systematic review support, are allocated. 
ACTION: DW to clarify the final award structure (one award with two routes vs. two separate awards) prior to APC submission. 
ACTION: DW to raise the broader issue of resourcing for library and support services, especially in relation to systematic reviews, at APC. 

5047.0 New Prize Proposals HSS24/25-79b
Board of Studies approved the establishment of three new prizes in the Department of Economics, specifically for postgraduate taught students:
1. MSc Applied Economics Prize
2. MSc Economics/Economics & Finance Prize
3. Economics PGT Best Dissertation Prize


Board of Studies approved the establishment of a new prize in the Department of Psychology:
1. MSc Applied Psychology and Economic Behaviour Poster Prize. 
Board of Studies approved the establishment of a new prize in the Department of Education:
1. The Arif Naveed Prize
Board of Studies noted, in a correction to the submitted paperwork, that any prizes awarded were recognised at the graduation receptions by the respective Departments, not listed in ceremony booklets or read out at graduation ceremonies. 

5048.0 Progression and Articulation Policy HSS24/25-78
Board of Studies was asked to provide feedback on the draft policy and procedure for the approval of progression and articulation agreements with particular focus recommended on the following proposed principles:
· moving the approval for progression and articulation agreements out of QA20 Collaborative Provision and creating a separate policy and procedure
· agreeing separate definitions for progression and articulation agreements
· assigning clear responsibilities for high-level and operational aspects to academic and professional services roles or teams, including assigning clear responsibilities for high-level and operational aspects to academic and professional services roles or teams, including
· moving responsibility for confirming strategic Faculty/School support from Boards of Study to Deans (in consultation with Associate Deans International).
Board of Studies noted that the Associate Dean International would have oversight of the process and would allow for greater agility and flexibility; therefore the above changes were supported. 
5051.0 University Retention Policy HSS24/25-80
The new retention policy was noted. 
5052.0 Exam Errors from Semester 1 - HSS24/25-80a
Board of Studies noted the exam errors recorded for Semester One. It was noted that there were no errors in the Department of Economics and the Chair thanked colleagues there for the work that had been undertaken to improving the checking of exam papers. 
5053.0 Students' Union update March 2025 - HSS24/25-81
Board of Studies noted the update from the Students' Union. It was hoped that in 2025/26 a Students' Union Officer would attend at least one meeting. 

The closing of Nightline, as part of the SU update, was discussed. The Associate Dean (Education) reported that students were being referred to more professional counsellors operating outside of the University for support. 
5054.0 Sub-Committee minutes HSS24/25 - 82
Board of Studies received the minutes of the below committees:
Staff Student Liaison Committees
1. Education
TESOL IEG MREs held on 03.12.24
2. SPS
UG SPS held on 11.12.24 
PGT SPS held on 27.11.24
3. Health
PGT Health held on 30.10.24 and 04.12.24
4. Economics
PGT Economics held on 10.12.24 
5. Psychology
UG Psychology held on 06.11.24 and 04.12.24
6. PoLIS
PGT Politics held on 11.12.24
Faculty Executive Committee
To receive the minutes of Faculty Executive Committee held on 03.03.25
Faculty Research Committee
To receive the minutes of Faculty Research Committee held on 05.03.25
Faculty Learning Teaching Quality Committee
To receive the minutes of Faculty Learning Teaching Quality Committee held on 03.03.25 (unconfirmed)
5055.0 Any Other Business
There was no further business. 


5056.0 Chair's Business	Comment by Deborah Wilson: Not sure what this is?! Chair’s business is minuted above? Similarly, bit confused by the rest of this document?

Minute by Rachel Acres 
There was no Chair's Business.


5057.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting - HSS24/25 - 83
Purpose - For Approval

Minute by Rachel Acres 
Board of Studies approved of the items of reserved business from the previous meeting of H&SS Board of Studies held on 26.02.25.


5059.0 Board of Examiners for Taught Undergraduate and Postgraduate Programmes HSS24/25-84
Purpose - For Approval

Minute by Rachel Acres 
Board of Studies approved the recommendations from the Board of Examiners for Programmes, for the following taught undergraduate and postgraduate programmes:



UG PoLIS - see Chair's Action - Awards for Courtney, Pellegrini, Tyroll, Anderson







MRes Social Policy - exit award for Katie THATCHER (149282594/4) - PG Certificate Research (Sociology)


5060.0 Decisions Taken Under Chair's Action
Purpose - For Noting

Minute by Rachel Acres 
Board of Studies noted the decisions taken under Chair's Action ??" 2nd April 2025







Undergraduate Matters







  To note the Dean's approval under Chair's Action the special programme of study for Diya THOMAS (219284473), BSc Politics and International Relations, to have an extended dissertation date of 01.08.25, due to ill-health.



 To note the Dean's approval under Chair's Action the special programme of study for Meg BECKETT (219270786), BSc Psychology, to split her final year over 2 years in 2024/25 and 2025/26, completing her dissertation in 2025/26, due to ill-health.



 To note the Dean's approval under Chair's Action the special programme of study for Sophia COLES (219210139), BSc Psychology, to defer two S2 exams for PS22007 and PS22008 to August 2025, due to ill-health



 To note the Dean's approval under Chair's Action the special programme of study for Alice SHEPHERD (229080919). BSc Criminology, to have extensions for SP30360 and SP30129 as deemed appropriate by the Director of Studies (to be submitted by 31.08.25).



 To note the Dean's approval under Chair's Action the special programme of study for Jenna COLEY, BSc Criminology, to have extensions for SP30360 and SP30364 as deemed appropriate by the Director of Studies (to be submitted by 31.08.25).



To note the Dean's approval under Chair's Action the special programme of study for Faith JEAN-MARIE, BSc International Management and German (Final Year), to spread her S2 assignments out and adjust PL30592 and PL30059 essay based exams to essays in the supplementary assessment period in August 2025, and to have a long extension till 30.06.25 for her essay for MN30202, due to a long term health condition. The Director of Studies has confirmed the student will meet the unit learning outcomes. (NB the first 2 parts of this SPOS were approved in March 2024 but then the student went into suspense for 12 months).



To note the Dean's approval under Chair's Action the special programme of study for Claire BUTLER (209249121), BSc Psychology with year long work placement, to split her final year of study over two years in 2024/25 and 2025/26 due to ill-health. 



To note the Dean's approval under Chair's Action the special programme of study for Nina LEECH (239147530), BA (Hons) International Politics and Modern Languages (ab initio Mandarin) with year abroad, year 2, to switch to year 2 of BSc Politics and International Relations in 2025/26, undertaking 25 remaining credits to pass year 2 of the new course.







To note the Dean's approval under Chair's Action the special programme of study for Jessica BRYNE (249421596), BSc Health and Exercise Science with professional placement, to undertake the in class tests for HL10522 (28.02.25) and HL10524 (24.03.25) remotely, due to ill-health.







To note the Dean's approval under Chair's Action the special programme of study for Jayda PECHOVA (229288478), BSc Sports Performance, Final Year, to split her final year over two years in 2024/25 and 2025/26 due to elite sporting commitments.







To note the Dean's approval under Chair's Action the special programme of study for Madeline CASEY (229019872), BSc Economics, to split her final year over two years in 2024/25 and 2025/26, due to elite sporting commitments. 







To note the Dean's approval under Chair's Action the special programme of study for Luca BERRY (229262249), BSc International Development with Economics and Mia CARRAGHER (229255333), BSc International Development with Economics to have an uneven load of credits in S1 and S2 in 2024/25 due to a module change error and not selecting a sufficient number in S1







To note the Dean's approval under Chair's Action the recommendation of the Board of Examiners for Courses that the following students had trailing assessments but had not been agreed in SAMIS (now updated): 







229207907/1 ??" Kanta Suzuki



219068507/1 ??" Molly Haywood



219216289/1 ??" Eliza Master



219294830/1 ??" Lucy White



219310118/1 ??" Ilay Kavuncu







To note the Dean's approval under Chair's Action the recommendation of the Board of Examiners for Courses that Belle CLAYDON (219075675), receive 65 for PS30169 mid-report, due to an inputting error originally giving a mark of 52.











To note the Dean's approval under Chair's Action the recommendation of the Board of Examiners for Courses that Khushi MAHAJAN (219405584), BSc Psychology, receive a mark of 52 for PS30169 (instead of OLL) due to an admin error originally marking it as late.







Postgraduate Matters







To note the Dean's approval under Chair's Action the special programme of study for Mary BUCKLEY (249109258), MA Gender and Politics, to take PL52156 in her second year of part time study (rather than the first year as scheduled) due to work commitments (noting credits still correct).







To note the Dean's approval under Chair's Action that Florence Marie Frank (Applicant no: 259390820), be admitted to the MSc International Development ??" Conflict and Humanitarian Action, despite not having a confirmed BSc (the student is in year 3 of an MBChB programme and this would be an intercalated degree in 2025/26 before returning to Lancaster University). The Director of Studies has approved the request.



To note the Dean's approval under Chair's Action that Halimatu Abdulkadir be allowed to continue with MA Education programme to complete one unit (ED50318) in order for them to be awarded a Postgraduate Certificate in Educational Studies, due to being withdrawn in error.



Honorary and Visiting Appointments







To note the Dean's approval under Chair's Action the appointment of Li Yimeng, Jinan University, Guangzhou, China, as a Visiting Research Fellow, in the Department of Education for the period 01.08.25 ??" 01.11.25.



To note the Dean's approval under Chair's Action the appointment of Xinxin Ji, Central South University, China, as a Visiting Research Fellow in the Department of Education, for the period 23.02.26 ??" 22.02.27.







To note the Dean's approval under Chair's Action the appointment of Pedro Vazquez Marin as a Visiting Research Fellow in the Department of Education for the period 12.03.25 ??" 12.03.26.







To note the Dean's approval under Chair's Action the appointment of Dr. Alessandra Fabbri, Independent Researcher, as a Visiting Research Fellow in the Department of Social and Policy Sciences, for the period 17.02.25 ??" 13.02.26.







To note the Dean's approval under Chair's Action the appointment of Yusheng Zhou, Xiamen University, China, as a Visiting Research Fellow in the Department of Education for the period 01.09.25 ??" 31.08.26.







To note the Dean's approval under Chair's Action the appointment of Dr Chloe Constable as an Honorary Lecturer in the Department of Psychology for the period 30.05.25 ??" 29.05.28 (Dr Constable is leaving the University on 30.05.25).







To note the Dean's approval under Chair's Action the appointment of Dr Paul Campbell, University of Hong Kong, as a Visiting Research Fellow in the Department of Education for the period 23.06.25 ??" 26.06.25.







External Examiners







To note the Dean's approval under Chair's Action the appointment of Professor Tim Andrews, University of York, as External Examiner for the BSc Psychology, for the period 01.09.25 ??" 31.08.28.



To note the Dean's approval under Chair's Action the appointment of Blanca González-Valencia, University of Manchester, as External Examiner for the BSc Modern Languages and BSc International Politics and Modern Languages (Spanish) for the period 01.09.25 ??" 31.08.28.



Graduate Teaching Assistants







To note the Dean's approval under Chair's Action that GTAs can mark on HL20537: Physiology of Health, Exercise, Nutrition on the BSc Sport and Exercise Science as per QA9. 


5061.0 Any Other Business
Purpose - For Noting

Minute by Rachel Acres 
The meeting finished at 11.30am. There was no further business.


