H&SS Board of Studies (In Person)
Wednesday, 9th October 2024 2:15 pm
1 West 3.30   |   HSS Board of Studies
Attended
Deborah Wilson (Chair)
MariCarmen Gil Ortega
Ajit Mishra 
Elisabeth Barratt Hacking 
Maria Clutterbuck 
Gail Forey 
David Galbreath 
Richard Joiner 
Sarah Jones 
Peter Lambert 
Tom Lancaster 
Polly McGuigan 
Sarah Moore 
Haydn Morgan 
Arshiya Sachdeva 
Joanna Syrda 
Xiao Lan Curdt-Christiansen

In attendance
Rachel Acres (Secretary)
Tu Anh Do
Chris Goff (for item 4969)

Apologies
Fiona Gillison 
Katrin Roberts 
Florin Bisset
Mariana Bonnouvrier 
Louise Brown 
Emma Carmel 
Chris Goff 
Kate Gooch 
Monica Greco 
Thanos Mergoupis 
Yixian Sun 
Matthew Wickens 



4961.0 Welcome and Quorum
The Chair welcomed welcome members and attendees and made a formal note of attendance to ensure that quorum was maintained throughout the meeting.
4962.0 Declarations of Interest
No declarations of interest were declared.
4963.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting - HSS24/25 -
Board of Studies approved the open minutes of the previous meeting of H&SS Board of Studies held on 17th April 2024 (the May 2024 meeting was cancelled).
4964.0 Actions and Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.
4966.0 Annual Terms of Reference Review H24/25-26
Board of Studies noted Ordinance 10 regarding Board of Studies, and noted the Standing Orders of the Board of Studies. The Chair drew attention to the below section noting that urgent decisions, particularly relating to students were taken between meetings:
10.6 In exceptional cases, if an urgent decision of the Board of Studies is required between meetings, a decision can be taken electronically providing that all members have been consulted, and a minimum of 75% of the membership have voted. The Secretary is responsible for the conduct of any decisions taken by correspondence, including keeping accurate records, ensuring anyone with a declarable interest does not vote, and reporting the decision to the subsequent meeting.
10.7 Under exceptional circumstances, and where there is insufficient time for a decision to be taken by electronic correspondence, an urgent decision can be taken between meetings by the Chair. The Secretary is responsible for the conduct of any decisions taken in this way, including keeping accurate records of both the decision and the reason why this procedure was used, and for reporting the decision to the subsequent meeting
4967.0 Membership of Board of Studies HSS24/25-27
Board of Studies noted the list of members of Board of Studies for 2024/25 and welcomed new members to their first meeting. 
4968.0 Board of Studies Sub-Committees HSS24/25-28
Board of Studies approved the memberships of the below Sub-Committees of Board of Studies for 2024/25:
· Academic Appeals Sub-Committee and Assessment Offence Inquiries Sub-Committee 

· Faculty Executive Committee

· Faculty Learning Teaching and Quality Committee

· Faculty Research and Knowledge Exchange Committee

· MRes Programme Policy Committee

· Membership and Terms of reference for the Faculty Board of Studies APL Sub-Committee and the Department of Education APL Sub-Committee

4969.0 New Course Approvals - HSS24/25 - 29
Board of Studies considered for approval a Stage 1 proposal for an MSc Applied Psychology (Conversion) to start in 2026/27. 
It was noted that the paperwork said APC review would take place after two years but colleagues thought it used to be every three years, and two years felt too soon to evaluate.
Action: Dean to check with PVC Education
It was agreed that a cover sheet would be helpful to accompany Stage 1 proposals, so this would be included for future new course proposals. 
Action: FAR to include cover sheet for future proposals.
Colleagues noted this was a well thought through proposal and would be very successful. The reliance on overseas student numbers was noted to be high, however Professor Joiner pointed out that half of the cohort of the MSc Applied Clinical Psychology (ACP) were overseas students and a number of surveys had been conducted showing overseas student demand. He felt they were being conservative with intakes and were confident in achieving them. He also confirmed this was a different market to MSc ACP as these students did not have a Psychology degree yet (a requirement for the ACP). Prof Joiner was asked what would happen if the course became too big; it was felt over 80 might be the tipping point but this would be a positive outcome to consider options for. 
Board of Studies wholeheartedly approved the proposal and recommended it to Academic Programmes Committee (which would meet in December 2024). 
4970.0 Sub-Committee minutes HSS24/25 - 30
Board of Studies received the minutes of:
MSc Clinical Associate Psychology, held on 03.09.24
MSc Health Psychology, held on 03.06.24
The Associate Dean (Education) noted that the Students' Union had undertaken a review of Staff Student Liaison Committees and proposed a number of new templates for action logs, agendas and minutes to provide a better experience - these would be rolled out this Autumn. It was also suggested that the student representatives became Co-Chairs and chaired the meeting, together with a member of staff, to increase their 'voice' and also gain valuable experience.

