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Attendees

Attended
Deborah Wilson (Chair)
Bonnie Pang 
Andres Sandoval Hernandez 
Ahmad Alkuchikmulla 
Mariana Bonnouvrier 
Gail Forey 
David Galbreath 
MariCarmen Gil Ortega 
Monica Greco 
Sarah Jones 
Peter Lambert 
Tom Lancaster 
Polly McGuigan 
Ajit Mishra 
Haydn Morgan 
Katrin Roberts 
Yixian Sun 
Matthew Wickens 

In attendance
Rachel Acres 
Jennifer Golan (for item 4865). 

Apologies
Kate Gooch 
Florin Bisset 
Maria Clutterbuck
Joanna Syrda
Thanos Mergoupis 
Richard Joiner 
Fiona Gillison 
David Galbreath
Louise Brown 
Emma Carmel 




4856.0 Welcome and Quorum
The Chair welcomed members and attendees and made a formal note of attendance to ensure that quorum was maintained throughout the meeting.
4857.0 Declarations of Interest
No conflicts of interest were declared.
4858.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting - HSS23/24 - 52
Board of Studies approved the open minutes of the previous meeting of H&SS Board of Studies held on 15.11.23.
4859.0 Actions and Matters Arising
Board of Studies noted the updates on the actions from the last meeting:

4841.0 BEU and BEP memberships 2023/24 - HSS23/24-43
Board of Studies approved the membership of the Board of Examiners for Programmes for all UG and PGT programmes in HSS for 2023/24. Board of Studies noted Professor Galbreath was not responsible for PL51014 as listed. Board of Studies noted that the HES/SES some of the responsibilities had changed and this would be updated after the meeting. ACTION: FAR Update - Have amended these.

4844.0 Rule Two - Conduct of Examiners - HSS23/24-46
Board of Studies considered the proposed updates to Rule Two - Conduct of Examiners 2023/24. The following feedback to Academic Registry and actions were noted:

- To share the relevant QA documents with Board of Studies members related to examinations and assessment offences - Update - QA53 Examination and Assessment Offences (bath.ac.uk) Rule 2 - Conduct of Examinations (bath.ac.uk) are the relevant documents.

- To provide feedback to Registry suggesting there should be invigilation policy across the two modes of examinations to deal with plagiarism and cheating.

- To ask Academic Registry whether it was aware of the evidence across the UK and at the University demonstrating the issue of plagiarism and cheating in online exams.

- To note in feedback to Registry that references to 'Teaching Fellows' should be amended to 'Lecturer (Education)'.

- To note in feedback to Registry that in Appendix 2, prohibited items listed might be allowed in open book exams so should be amended. ACTION: FAR on all of above Update - above feedback passed to Registry on 20.11.23

- To invite Directors of Teaching to raise issues in relation to online remote exams and plagiarism/cheating for discussion at FLTQC and upwards. ACTION: AD (EDUCATION) Update - email sent on 21.11.23 and AD Education noted this was discussed at FLTQC. There not felt to be a great deal of cheating going on. In cases where people believe there was a breach of academic integrity then a 'learning conversation' (similar to a viva) but more supportive took place. There is also a move to change some online exams to be digital in person on campus exams in order to address issues of AI.


4860.0 Chair's Business
The Chair welcomed Professor Greco and Professor Lambert to their first meeting as Heads of Department. The Chair noted Ms Elisabeth Barratt Hacking would become Head of Department for Education on 1st March 2024. 
4861.0 Exam Errors in HSS 2022/23 HSS23/24-53
Board of Studies noted the HSS Exam Errors report for 2022/23.
4862.0 HSS Independent Observer Report 2022/23 HSS23/24-54
Board of Studies noted the HSS Independent Observer Report for 2022/23. There were no major concerns and good practice was noted across the Faculty.

Board of Studies agreed that training for Board members, particularly new incoming Head of Departments, would be useful.                                      ACTION: FAR to arrange/deliver
4863.0 Academic Appeals HSS Annual Report 2022/23 HSS23/24-55
Board of Studies noted the Academic Appeals HSS Annual Report 2022/23. 
The Dean thanked the Faculty Assistant Registrars for all their work on appeals and Prof Gillison who had been acting in her capacity as Deputy Dean considering many of them. 
Board of Studies supported the need for more training for student facing staff, particularly in supporting students to understand how and when to make IMC claims (which would reduce the number of appeals and improve the student experience). 
It was noted that the Department for Health had many less appeals than other Departments; the Head of Department noted that Directors of Studies were experienced in supporting students through assessments and also that more hours were offered for the DoS role than in some other Departments. 
Mr Alkuchikmulla noted that for late arriving students (e.g. those waiting for visas) it was hard to obtain the necessary information on things like IMCs and perhaps slides could be put up with this information for more than the first lecture.
 All agreed training and communication on IMCs and academic appeals should be improved, and Personal Tutors should be included in this. 
                                        Action: FARS to devise training schedule with AD (Education)
4864.0 Scaling and Atypical Unit Report HSS 2022/23 HSS23/24-56
Board of Studies noted the scaling and atypical unit report for HSS 2022/23. 
It was noted that the Faculty had a very small number of instances of scaling, mostly as a result of exam errors. 
The need for Unit Convenors to thoroughly check exam papers before the exams start was emphasised. 
The number of atypical units had also reduced in recent years. 
It was noted that HL10014 which had a consistently high mean was a unit for Biomedical first years which had now finished. 
4865.0 New Course Approvals - HSS23/24 - 57, 58, 59
Board of Studies approved Stage 1 proposals for the below new courses, to commence in September 2025:

MSc International Development with Education HSS23/24-57

MSc International Development Management HSS23/24-58

MA Education HSS23/24-59 

The following comments were noted:
- Consider final year target numbers for all three courses to make sure they were realistic
- Emphasise in the paperwork that much of the content, units and staff were already in place and therefore the cost and resources to set up the new courses was very small. 
- The MSc International Development suite was a successful group of courses delivered since 2018 and were now proposing two new pathways with Management and Education. 
- The MA Education proposal was for a campus based Full Time course (and also Part Time but distinct to the current Part Time Distance Learning course). There was evidence to support demand for both Distance Learning and Campus based courses.
- The Dean noted the hard work of Chris Goff, Business Development Manager, in pulling together all the market and costing details. 

Course proposers were asked to amend paperwork in light of the above colleagues, and the proposals would then be recommended to Academic Programmes Committee in February 2024.               
                                                                                               Action: Course proposers/FAR
4866.0 Sub-Committee minutes HSS23/24 - 60
Board of Studies received the following minutes:

Staff Student Liaison Committees

Doctoral students held on 28.11.23

BA Education with Psychology held on 08.11.23 and 13.12.23

MSc Applied Clinical Psychology held on 30.11.23

MSc Clinical Associate Psychology held on 07.11.23 and 05.12.23

MSc Health Psychology held on 20.11.23

MA TESOL and IEG held on 15.11.23

FdSc/BSc Sports Performance held on 06.11.23 and 11.12.23

PGT SPS held on 24.11.23

BSc Health and Exercise Science held on 10.11.23 and 11.12.23

PGT Health held on 15.11.23 and 07.12.23

BSc Sport and Exercise Science held on 11.12.23 and 04.11.23

BSc Sport Management Coaching held on 14.11.23 and 12.12.23

UG SPS held on 15.11.23 and 06.12.23

UG Economics held on 08.11.23 and 06.12.23

MA Education held on 05.12.23

MSc Applied Forensic Psychology with Counselling held on 31.10.23

PGT Economics held on 14.11.23 and 14.12.23

PGT Languages held on 31.10.23 and 05.12.23

PGT Politics held on 16.11.23

MSc Applied Psychology and Economics Behaviour held on 23.11.23


Faculty Learning Teaching Quality Committee

FLTQC held on 29.11.23.

Faculty Executive Committee

FEC held on 11.12.23
