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Minutes of Meeting of Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences Board of Studies on Wednesday 18th January 2023 at 2.15pm held on Teams

 
Present:			
Prof D Wilson, Dean of H&SS (Chair)
Dr N Gjersoe, Associate Dean (Education)
Dr S Alegre, Department of Politics, Languages and International Studies
Prof E Fichera, Head of Department of Economics 
Dr M Garcia, Head of Department of Politics, Languages and International Studies 
Dr K Gooch, Department of Social and Policy Sciences
[bookmark: _Hlk116458180]Ms L Hanning, Faculty of Science
Dr T Lancaster, Department of Psychology
Prof G Maio, Head of Department of Psychology
Dr H Morgan, Department for Health
Dr M Gil Ortega, Department of Education
Mrs K Roberts, Faculty Librarian
Dr J Syrda, School of Management
Mx B Walker, Students’ Union Officer
Mr M Wickens, Faculty of Engineering and Design

In Attendance:
Mrs R Acres (Secretary)
Miss S Jacobs 
Miss K Anderton (for item 4775)

Apologies for absence were received from:
Prof L Brown, Associate Dean (International)
Prof E Carmel, Associate Dean (Research)
Dr F Bisset, Deputy Director Student Recruitment and Admissions
Dr M Bonnouvrier, Department of Politics, Languages and International Studies
Dr J Iwaniec, Department of Education
Mr Z Kratiris, Student Representative
Dr P McGuigan, Head of Department for Health
Dr T Mergoupis, Department of Economics
Dr S Moore, Head of Department of Social and Policy Sciences
Prof E Rich, Department for Health
Mr J Sala, Student Representative
Prof A Sandoval Hernandez, Head of Department of Education





Introductory Unreserved Business Items

4772  Declarations of Interest
There were none.

4773	 Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes of the meeting of Board of Studies held on 17th November 2022 (HSS22/23-99) were approved as a correct record of the proceedings. 

The Board noted that in relation to Minute 4752, the Stage 1 MSc Criminology proposal had been approved by Academic Programmes Committee and would now proceed to Stage 2.

4774 Chair’s Business 

The Chair noted that:
· Senate approved amendments to the Standing Orders of Board of Studies in November 2022 and Council had approved amendments to Ordinance 10 in December 2022, which now replaced the separate terms of reference for Board of Studies (HSS22/23-100).
· Board of Studies would likely move towards using Delegated Authority/Decisions Between Meetings rather than Chair’s Action (used by Senate and other University Committees) for the next academic year, and that this would be easier once Decision Time had been implemented. Board of Studies would discuss this at a future meeting (date to be confirmed). 
Items for Discussion

4775 – Decision Time Training

Katie Anderton from the Governance Team provided a very helpful demonstration of the Decision Time software which will be used for Board of Studies paperwork in future.

Further information and training guides could be found here: Decision Time

4776 – 2021/22 Unit Board of Examiners

Board of Studies noted the summary report of discussions of unit averages within Unit Boards of Examiners (HSS22/23-102). Dr Gjersoe provided an overview of the paper and noted particular concern about exam setters contacting students during exams when errors had occurred. The University protocol was clear that students must not be communicated with during their exams, but it was agreed that colleagues should be reminded about this. Unit Convenors needed to carefully check exams before being finalised. FLTQC would think about how best to communicate this.
Action: Associate Dean (Education)
Dr Gjersoe noted that the University was considering the issue of grade inflation, and that there had been a slight uptick in H&SS. Unit Convenors should be reminded that assessments needed to be calibrated for the current cohorts. It was noted that there was no University policy on the proportions of Firsts awarded.

4777 – 2021/22 Academic Appeals Annual Report

Board of Studies considered the Academic Appeals summary report for 2021/2 (HSS22/23/102a). Professor Wilson thanked professional services and academic colleagues for all their work undertaken for this year’s academic appeals. She thanked the Assistant Registrars for helping familiarise her with the process. 

Board of Studies noted that there had been significantly more appeals this year; the majority related to individual circumstances that the students could not have reasonably been expected to declare at the time. The key message arising from the report was that students should be urged to discuss their circumstances at the time so the right support and measures could be put in place to help them. The Board discussed whether the high appeal success rate might be encouraging more students to apply, but the Assistant Registrar noted that the Dean did consider whether it was reasonable that the student didn’t disclose their circumstances before and that it was a rigorous process. The number of appeals was very low in proportion to overall numbers of students.

Dr Gjersoe noted that Student Services were preparing a slide showing support available to students, for lecturers to include in their materials. She would liaise with the Director of Student Services to ensure H&SS was able to use this when ready and would also raise at FLTQC to encourage us across the Faculty.
Action: Associate Dean (Education)


Items for Noting Only

4778 – Minutes of Staff-Student Liaison Committees

The Board received the minutes of the following meetings of Staff Student Liaison Committees (HSS22/23-103):

· MSc Applied Forensic Psychology held on 22.11.22 & 06.12.22
· BA Education with Psychology held on 16.11.22 & 14.12.22

4779 – Minutes of Faculty Executive Committee

The Board received the minutes of the Faculty Executive Committee held on 05.12.22 (HSS22/23-104).

4780 – Minutes of Faculty Learning, Teaching and Quality Committee

The Board received the minutes of the Faculty Learning Teaching and Quality Committee held on 30.11.22 (HSS22/23-105). 
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