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Attendees

Attended
Deborah Wilson (Chair)
Rachel Acres 
Sandrine Alegre 
Eleonora Fichera 
Gail Forey 
Maria Garcia 
MariCarmen Gil Ortega 
Nathalia Gjersoe 
Kate Gooch 
Janina Iwaniec 
Gregory Maio 
Polly McGuigan 
Sarah Moore 
Haydn Morgan 
Emma Rich 
Katrin Roberts 
Andres Sandoval Hernandez 
Joanna Syrda 
Zisis Tzifas Kratiras 
Karoline Von Oppen 
Matthew Wickens 

Did Not Attend
Florin Bisset 
Mariana Bonnouvrier 
Sarah Brown 
Emma Carmel 
Maria Clutterbuck 
Lyn Hanning 
Thomas Lancaster 
Thanos Mergoupis 
Blake Walker 

4815. Welcome and Quorum
Purpose - For Information

The Chair welcomed members and attendees and made a formal note of attendance to ensure that quorum was maintained throughout the meeting. The Chair welcomed Dr Gail Forey to the meeting, who was now Associate Dean (Education).


4816. Declarations of Interest
Purpose - For Information

Members were asked to declare any potential conflicts of interest.

Members were reminded that, under Board of Studies Standing Order 8.1, that: A Board of Studies member with any direct or indirect personal or financial interest, whether actual or perceived, in any matter under discussion by the Board must declare that interest to the Chair at the earliest opportunity, either before or during the meeting. Members making a declaration should automatically withdraw from the meeting when the relevant business is reached, unless the Chair invites them to stay.

No declarations of interest were reported.


4817. Minutes of the Previous Meeting - HSS22/23 - 120
Purpose - For Approval

Board of Studies approved the open minutes of the previous meeting of H&SS Board of Studies held on 01.03.23.


4818. Actions and Matters Arising

Board of Studies considered matters arising from the Minutes of the 1st March 2023 meeting and noted the below updates:

4798. Exam Errors from Semster 1 - HSS22/23-112
Action by Rachel Acres
Check how errors with Inspera exams being recorded

Action Description - The Faculty Assistant Registrar would check how errors with Inspera exams were reported by administrators. Action: Faculty Assistant Registrar

RESOLVED - discussed with CLT/Registry and noted this was considered at FLTQC on 15.03.23. Further update will be provided under Exam Errors item below. 
4819. Chair's Business

The Chair noted that a marking and assessment boycott would be taking place by UCU members. She would be sitting on a Task and Finish Group with senior management which would meet weekly and be in close liaison with Heads of Department. A University statement was being prepared for Senate that afternoon and student communications would follow. 


4820. New Prize Proposal - HSS22/23-121
Purpose - For Approval

Board of Studies approved the proposal for a new prize in the Department of Psychology:

MSc Health Psychology Prize (HSS22/23-121)

Board of Studies noted that it was likely Winter Graduation Ceremonies would take place in January 2024 in Bath Abbey, as the National Trust had recently taken over the Assembly Rooms and the bookings were not available.

4821. Exam Errors from Semester 1 2022/23 - HSS22/23-122

Board of Studies noted an additional exam error from Semester 1 (PS10121) which was not previously recorded and noted at the last meeting. 

Board of Studies noted that CLT/Academic Registry collated 12 University 'exam errors' related to Inspera exams, but that some of these were resolved before the exam started and the students were not aware/impacted, so would not be classed as an 'error' to be reported to Board of Studies. 

The Head of Department for Economics confirmed that there was a process in place for Unit Convenors to check printed exams. 

Dr Gjersoe asked whether the Exams Office had taken back responsibility for in person exams post-pandemic and how this was coordinated with the Taught Programme administrators. The FAR would check with the TP team. 
Action by Rachel Acres 
Check Exams Office/Taught Programme Team responsibility for examinations
Action Description - Dr Gjersoe asked whether the Exams Office had taken back responsibility for in person exams post-pandemic and how this was coordinated with the Taught Programme administrators. The FAR would check with the TP team. 


4822. Scaling Undertaken at Semester 1 BEUs - HSS22/23-123

Board of Studies noted the scaling undertaken at Semester 1 Board of Examiners for Units (HSS22/23-123)

UG Economics - ES30027 (123a)
MRes - XX50134 (123b)
UG Economics via Decision by Correspondence - ES20013 (taken March 2023) (p123c)

Board of Studies considered whether Departments should be applying scaling measures more consistently and whether there was a need for further guidance/best practice dissemination. FAR and Dean to check what was already available at University level and if it would be useful to have a Faculty-wide approach. 
Action by Rachel Acres 
Check scaling guidance for best practice/consistency across Faculty
Action Description - Board of Studies considered whether Departments should be applying scaling measures more consistently and whether there was a need for further guidance/best practice dissemination. FAR and Dean to check what was already available at University level and if it would be useful to have a Faculty-wide approach. 

4823. New Programme Proposal - HSS22/23-124
Purpose - For Approval

Board of Studies approved a new Designated Alternative Programme (DAP) proposed for the current 4-year BA (Hons) Modern Languages (two languages) with Year Abroad degrees (see list in Appendix A) for implementation in 2023/24.

Stage 1 was approved by University Executive Board on 21.03.23.

(Board of Studies noted a DAP proposal was considered by UEB on 21.03.23 for students who were unable to spend any time studying abroad during Year 3 of their degree and noted that it had been agreed to withdraw this proposal and have further discussions with Academic Registry). 

The following points were noted in discussion:
This DAP had been proposed to deal with some of the issues related to the Year Abroad, such as visas, Brexit and student anxiety. It was agreed this was a sensible and pragmatic approach to introduce this DAP. 

4824. Sub-Committee minutes HSS22/23-125

Board of Studies received the below minutes:

Staff Student Liaison Committees:
MSc Applied Forensic Psychology held on 12.02.23
HSS Doctoral held on 10.01.23
MSc Applied Clinical Psychology held on 13.03.23
MSc Health Psychology held on 09.03.23

Faculty Executive Committee held on 06.03.23. 

Faculty Learning Teaching Quality Committee held on 15.03.23.

MRes Programme Policy Committee held on 23.09.22, 09.12.23, 02.03.23. 

4825. Any Other Business

There was no further business. 

