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Management of activities 
Activities were coordinated by the University of Bristol (UoB) and developed in collaboration with 
the University of Bath (UoBa) and Bath Spa University (BSU). A FUTURES Intern based at UoB was 
recruited to support the delivery of activities. Regular steering group meetings took place to develop 
and manage the activities as well as regular communication with venues hosting activities. 
 
Researchers were recruited through initially targeting Marie Skłodowska-Curie Fellows (MSCA 
Fellows) at UoB, UoBa, and Cardiff University (CU). MSCA Fellows at the University of Exeter were 
also approached but were unable to take part this year. Information sessions to reach further 
researchers at all institutions took place in Bristol, Bath and Cardiff. In total, 229 researchers took 
part in FUTURES 2018: 153 from UoB, 54 from UoBa, 12 from CU and 10 from BSU. Of these, 35 were 
MSCA Fellows who were supported to take part in all activities and particularly to develop plans for 
the EU Corners in Bristol and Bath. To reach researchers from all faculties and career stages, 
FUTURES was promoted widely at each university including faculty e-newsletters, internal staff 
bulletins and researcher networks. Ten bespoke training sessions and tailored advice supported 
researchers to take part in each activity. 
 

Locations and venues 
All the venues were chosen to reach a broad demographic and were predominantly based in city 
centre locations to enable high footfall. In Bristol, the flagship venue was We The Curious, a science 
centre and member of the ECSITE network. Other venues included The Island (an arts and events 
space with exhibition spaces), Central Library and The New Rooms, John Wesley’s Chapel (café space 
and museum). All these venues are located within the city centre. In Bath, a key venue was The Edge 
(arts centre at UoBa). Other venues included the Holburne Museum, Burdall’s Yard (BSU’s music and 
performance venue), BRLSI (Bath Royal Literary and Scientific Institution), and 44AD artspace. Other 
activities took place out on the streets of Bath for the walking tour and on trains in the local area. 
Online activities also took place to reach a wider audience. 
 

Types of activities 
A diverse programme of activities was planned to engage audiences of all ages. Activities included: a 
research fair with hands-on activities and live research experiments, interactive EU Corners, 
demonstrations, workshops, discussions and talks, art installations and exhibitions, research–related 
films, conversations over tea and cake, storytelling, stand-up comedy, illustration, engagement 
activities on trains and a guided walk.  
 

Number of attendees 
In total, 5,257 people engaged with FUTURES activities with 3351 people engaging with online 
vlogging. In Bristol, 1,425 visitors attended FUTURES activities. At We The Curious, 1,276 visitors 
(schools, families and adults) attended the Research Fair, Researchers Tales and Public Talks. The 
Inventions and Imaginings exhibition and workshop at The Island attracted 66 visitors. Tea with a 
Researcher at The New Rooms welcomed 23 older people for one to one conversations over tea and 
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https://www.wethecurious.org/
https://theislandbristol.com/
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/libraries-archives/central-library
http://www.newroombristol.org.uk/
https://www.edgearts.org/
https://www.holburne.org/
https://www.bathspalive.com/Online/default.asp?BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::permalink=burdallsyard&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::context_id=
https://www.brlsi.org/
http://www.44ad.net/


cake. Finally, researchers engaged 60 adults and families at Researchers on Loan at Bristol’s Central 
Library.  
 
UoBa and BSU coordinated activities in Bath and online that reached 3831 people. The cultural 
venues the Holburne Museum and The Edge welcomed 120 visitors for science, art and comedy at 
Up Late – Women and Creativity and Visions of Science. 40 people went Walking with Scientists to 
explore Bath on foot. Researchers on a Train saw 210 visitors interact with researchers on the Severn 
Beach train line. Lectures at BRLSI and Burdall’s Yard were attended by 63 visitors. A further 3351 
people engaged with online vlogs created as part of the Day in the Life activity. To reach larger 
audiences in Bath for FUTURES 2019, UoBa will host more activities in Bath’s city centre. 
 

Programme of activities 
Bristol: 
 

Research Fair (schools), We The Curious - School children (9.30am – 2.30pm)    
 
The Research Fair for local schools (9-14 year olds) took place over two sessions (9.45am-11.45am 
and 12.30pm-2.30pm) with 83 researchers engaging 390 children and teachers. Research topics 
presented included ultrasonic levitation, helicopters, robotics and blood sucking insects. School 
children were able to meet researchers and explore the impact of cutting-edge research across 
science, engineering, social sciences and humanities through hands-on activities. The children could 
also follow the ‘Big Ideas’ trail which asked for their ideas on big questions including how technology 
might improve healthcare or how robotics may shape working lives in the future. Schools from low 
socio-economic backgrounds and in areas with low uptake of higher education were prioritised. 
More than 320 additional student spaces were requested beyond the capacity of the event. These 
schools were signposted to the public event so the children could still attend with their families.  

  

  

Figure 1: School children at the Research Fair © Bhagesh Sachania Photography and © Amy Walsh 
 



Research Fair, We The Curious - Adults and families (6.30pm-10pm) 
 
In the evening, FUTURES “took over” We The Curious. Adults and families could visit for free 
(normally We The Curious costs £15.95 for an adult and £10.50 for a child) and explore the venue’s 
interactive gallery spaces across two floors. Visitors could also attend the Research Fair, hear stories 
from researchers at Researchers Tales or attend Public Talks. Some activities from the Research Fair 
were designed to be embedded in permanent We The Curious exhibits. This included the SPHERE 
project which created a “high-tech house” to explore how technology can be used in the home to 
monitor healthcare. The evening was attended by a real diversity of audiences including local 
families, young adults attending with friends and older adults. 
 

  

  

Figure 2: Families and adults at the Research Fair © Bhagesh Sachania Photography and © Amy Walsh 
 

Researchers’ Tales1, We The Curious - Adults and Families (7.15pm – 9.35pm) 

A group of 23 researchers (predominantly MSCA Fellows) worked with professional storyteller Clare 

Murphy to develop skills in storytelling to share their stories with the public. Clare ran a two-day 

training course at the University of Bristol to prepare the researchers. The stories aimed to explain 

their research and their lives as researchers to help break stereotypes. The researchers performed 

their short stories in a studio space which created an intimate atmosphere for visitors to discover 

the people behind the research. 

                                                            
1 This event was referred to as “Scientists’ Tales” in the proposal but was renamed so MSCA Fellows from non-
science subjects could take part. 

https://www.irc-sphere.ac.uk/
http://claremurphy.org/
http://claremurphy.org/























