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Climate change: global or 

local? 



On the one hand this is a 
challenge of the global 
commons…..

But impacts and some solutions 
are very local….

2200 ±320 GtCO2

EMITTED
until 2017 by 

human activities

REMAINING

(Image: (Photo by Matt Cardy/Getty 
Images))www.somersetlive.co.uk



https://ukcop26.org/

So what is COP26 
anyway? 

Who is involved?



There are so many institutions and 
organisations….  

• United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate 
Change

• Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change

• Conference of the Parties 

• Green Climate Fund

Don’t forget…...

• Pre-COP in Italy

• Parties

• Observers

• RINGOs

• BINGOs

• Articles 

• Protocols and more……



COP26: Some headlines to watch out 
for

Headlines

• Mitigation targets: 
Nationally Determined 
Contributions

• Adaptation commitments

• Climate finance

But also high profile:

• Loss & Damage

• Transparency and Global 
Stocktake

• Paris rulebook



How are we doing so far? 





https://www.unep.org/emissions-gap-report-2020https://www.unep.org/emissions-gap-report-2020



https://www.unep.org/resources/adaptation-gap-report-2020

Adapting to climate change



What is the legal basis for action? 

https://climate-laws.org/



What about the big 

players? 



The ‘return’ of the US

• US and the Paris Agreement

• The ‘middle’ years

• Biden Summit

• Focus areas:

- Action at home

- Job creation

- Innovation

- Equity and justice

- Air quality co-benefits

- Co-operation with 
partners 

Image: US Department of State
https://www.state.gov/leaders-summit-on-climate/



China steps up

• Geo-politics of China and the 
West

• President Xi

• Convention on Biodiversity

• Belt and Road

• Finance (coal, forests)

• Focus areas:

- Peak emissions by 2030, 
carbon neutral by 2060

- NRDC, 

- emissions trading system,

- renewable power (30%)

• Impacts at home

Image: Xinhua
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202104/23/
WS6081fe6da31024ad0bab9b90.html

https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202104/23/


And India? 

• Developed or Developing?

• Progress on intensity and 
renewables

• Solar targets

• Focus areas:

- Coal

- Pandemic recovery (10% 
GDP)

- Air quality co-benefits

- Significant other 
challenges

Getty Images. www.bbc.co.uk



Global local duality

• Global agreement and 
cooperation is essential

• Voluntary vs. legally-binding

• Disconnect

• Catering for different 
perspectives

• Almost everyone feels too 
small to count 

• Complex

• Opportunity to learn from 
others

• National and individual 
actions matter

• Part of a global world

• Individuals feel the impacts 
of climate change 

• Understanding the global 
picture can be motivating

• Some activity is conditional 
(on finance, skills)

• Opportunity to learn from 
others

How can we relate to  such a global issue as climate change? 

- Many impacts are relatable (e.g. flooding, extreme heat, crop failures)
- Many solutions are exciting (transport solutions, energy sources, new crops)

- The UK is trying a lot of new things here e.g. Climate Change Act, National Climate Assembly
- Supply chains are increasingly important for both impacts and reducing greenhouse gas emissions 



Which actors count? 



Non-state actors are important

https://climateaction.unfccc.int/



Sectors are considering action: 

• International Energy Agency 
significant new perspective

• No new fossil fuels

• BUT not yet in WEO



New framings: green 

recovery to climate justice



• IEA emphasizes clean power in its recovery plans

• Investment levels down, but % investment in renewables/energy 
efficiency and CCS is up. 

• Climate conditions to air company bail outs

• Accelerating change, all kinds of change: this is not just about the 
environment. 

• China no GDP target, but focus on poverty alleviation

• Calls for making supply chains shorter, and more resilient? 

Wider impacts: a green recovery? 
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Leadership: the UK COP 

Presidency



UK: the 26th COP Presidency

• A new place in the world

• International mechanisms

• Future looking

• New diplomatic 
relationships and approach

• Exporting: ideas, laws, 
technology? 

• Different partners

• Mobilising FCDO

• Support at home

• Mature actors in the UK 

• Innovation opportunities

• Genuine interest

• BUT Difficult timing! 
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