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Abstract
For more than half a century, Colombia has experienced internal armed conflict
between State forces and illegal organizations. In many respects, the situation
has been depicted in terms of disorder and instability. However, the hostilities
have not affected all regions equally and it is important to remember that
Colombia is considered one of the oldest democracies in Latin America.
While the war has evolved over the decades, peace initiatives have flourished
leading to the (partial) reintegration of combatants into civilian life. A few weeks
ago, the Colombian government reached an accord with the most powerful
insurgent group: the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia-People’s Army
(FARC-EP). If the agreement is approved by referendum, the country will enter
a post-conflict environment on an unprecedented scale.
In this context, it is important to analyse the recent trends of Colombia’s higher
education system which offers a hybrid configuration between public and private
institutions. Far from collapsing in the midst of violence, the universities have
undergone dramatic transformations in particular since the 1990s. The changes
have been motivated by complex considerations which tend to towards inclusive
development and responsible citizenship. As a consequence, significant
improvements have been registered in different spheres – including access,
pedagogical standards of teaching and learning, academic mobility, research and
publications and services to community. Specifically, the presentation seeks to
address the coming challenges faced by higher education in the light of a postconflict era in Colombia. What is at stake is an understanding as to how
Colombian universities can contribute to sustainable peace.
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