University of Bath Intellectual Property Protection Process Overview

(e IP protection should be considered where research outcomes, inventions or ideas )
produced by University staff and/or researchers;
*  Have potential for wider external application.
*  Could generate financial value in excess of cost of protection from licensing, sale or
other mechanisms.
*  Protectable ideas and inventions can arise from any discipline including engineering,
physical sciences, education, social sciences etc.
* Ifin doubt please talk to the Technology Transfer (TT) team in RIS
\_* Contact Philip Brown on pb487@bath.ac.uk )

Steps

Identify the possibility

Contact the TT team and
maintain confidentiality
until advised no longer

needed

Disclose idea fully to the
TT team and complete an
Invention Disclosure
Form (IDF) on request

Draft and file an initial

GB ‘priority’ patent and
then protect in additional

appropriate countries

Commercialise the
opportunity

Ongoing management

Your actions

Consider research outcomes
and inventions for potential
protection

Contact the TT team directly
or via research-
commercialisation@bath.ac.
uk

Maintain confidentiality — no
external disclosures, posters
or publications until it is
established whether a patent
should be applied for.

Complete RIS supplied
forms including prior art
details, invention description
and inventors; assignment
and royalty sharing
documents. Continue to
maintain confidentiality until
patent filed.

Use network, events and
publications to raise
company interest. Work with
TTMs to identify and close
deals.

Support TTM’s in handling
patent queries, analyzing
search results, making
additional filings etc.
Highlight any potential
infringers.

RIS’s actions

TTM’s can advise on request
of potential for and merit in
obtaining protection.

TTM’s advise whether
Copyright, Design rights,
Trademarks, Patents or other
methods of protection are
appropriate and how to
proceed.

For patentable ideas TTM’s
work with inventor to
omplete an IDF and carry
out preliminary searches to
establish novelty and
patentability.

TTM’s handle internal
approvals and appointment
of patent attorneys patent
filing and maintenance
including identification of
additional countries for
protection through further
filings.

Identification of companies,
appropriate models and
support through licensing,
UCEB processes for spin-out
formation etc. and
contractualisation.

TTM’s manage in life
maintenance of
commercialization contracts
and patent protection.




