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What path are we on now?
What do our ‘experiences’ tell us?
How do we anticipate our climate future and what do those tools tell us?
What are the key messages and how do they inform evaluation of our journey?
Some reflections on decreasing emissions

Some reflections on resilience in an Uncertain World.
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Global average surface temperature change
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1: Climate change uncertainty — especially deep and systemic uncertainty with
respect to the response of social and biological systems to multiple stressors —
strongly argues for mitigation rather than adaptation (reinforcing and adding to
other arguments, i.e. ethical ones).

2. To limit global warming to 2C — in fact, to keep global warming below 5C — we
must cut emissions markedly and eventually cease emissions.
- We have to do this anyway as we do not have unlimited fossil fuel.

3: Change is already and inevitably embedded in the system. The consequential
increase in deep uncertainty means that we must fundamentally change how we
view and empower resiliency at individual, community and national scale.

4: Climate change is an ethical issue — the poorest are most exposed to climate
change and have the least access to some capacities that underpin resilience.
Reducing inequality and enhancing social cohesion will mitigate these factors.

5: Climate change does not exist in isolation from other environmental (and
other) challenges; therefore, we should aspire to a whole system approach to
policy making. That has profound implications for politics — from the need to build
trust in society and considering new forms of governance (i.e. devolution).
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