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Alumni survey

▪ Two slightly different surveys were 
sent out to those who graduated in 
2015 and before and those who 
graduated in 2016 and afterwards.

▪ We received 2,577 responses from 
2015 and before, and 601 from 
2016 and after. Not all respondees
answered every question.

▪ The survey was conducted from 31 
January to 14 February 2020.

Our University, Our Future
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1950s to 2015                                                            2016 to 2019
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How relevant has your education at the University of Bath 
been in your working life so far? 

(Where 1 is not relevant at all and 10 is extremely relevant)

n=2306
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How relevant has your education at the University of Bath been 
in your working life so far? 

(Where 1 is not relevant at all and 10 is extremely relevant)

n=572

Relevance of education
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Relevance of education

Had two periods in 

industry which 

made my degree 

very relevant and 

me very employable

It continues to 

be relevant 

through two 

different 

careers.

It was relevant to my first job 

but not at all relevant to what I 

have done since then. Despite 

that it absolutely helped me 

grow and develop as a person 

and I have no regrets about 

doing it

The time I spent at the 

University defined the 

future of my professional 

life.

There is no training around 

the practical side of what you 

need to be in work -

networking, stakeholder 

management etc.

Not only the 

academics, but 

also the life 

experience

I found that my 

technical 

understanding put 

me head and 

shoulders above 

graduates in 

Australia where I 

settled

Life-changing 

impact!
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1950s to 2015                                                            2016 to 2019
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If you went on placement, how important has this been in 
your working life so far? 

(Where 1 is not important at all and 10 is extremely 
important)

n=405
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If you went on placement, how important has this been in 
your working life so far? 

(Where 1 is not important at all and 10 is extremely important)

n=1606

Placements
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Placements
The opportunity to have 

been on placements 

during the course resulted 

in a profound difference in 

attitude to learning and 

provided the opportunity 

to make mature decisions 

based on understanding 

the difference between 

the lecture theatre and 

real life.

It gives you excellent professional 

experience at a comparatively young 

age. It allows you to enter and 

progress in the jobs market really 

quickly. It also gives you an excellent 

perspective on your studies –

returning for fourth year at uni was 

so much more enriching and 

enjoyable.

My placement has basically 

informed my entire career –

from the graduate scheme I did 

to jobs afterwards.
My placement was an 

extremely important 

formative experience in my 

career, and resulted in a 

graduate job.

It helped me 

discover what I 

really wanted to do 

after graduating. 

Without it I would 

have taken much 

longer to get to 

where I am today.

I believe my 

placement gave me 

invaluable practical 

experience that 

complimented my 

learning at Bath, 

and prepared me in  

a way that would 

have not been 

possible just 

studying at Bath.

Made me 

realise I was not 

cut out for 

working in the 

chemical 

industry.
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Other benefits of your time at Bath (1950s to 2015)

1619

1344

673

497

463

381

375

174

55

226

Degree course directly relevant to
career

Lasting friendships

Placement led directly or indirectly to
job (first or subsequent)

Further related study elsewhere

Cultivation of other extra-curricular
interests

Remaining in or returning to the
region to live

Ongoing participation in extra-
curricular activities such as sport or…

Returning to the University of Bath for
further study

Don't know/rather not say

Other

In which of the following ways has being at the University 
of Bath impacted you (choose all that apply)?

n=2280

1625

1514

1384

760

664

613

260

255

44

98

Academic study

Independent thinking

Interpersonal skills (e.g. collaborative
working)

Academic research

Leadership skills (e.g. in a club or
society)

Recreational activity

Voluntary work

Entrepreneurial experience

Don't know/rather not say

Other (please specify)

Which of the following did you develop at Bath and have been 
significant or useful since (choose all that apply)?

n=2281
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Other benefits of your time at Bath (2016-2019)

333

214

145

139

128

119

106

98

58

52

41

40

40

34

16

12

24

Friendships formed

The course/curriculum

The campus environment (teaching and…

Placement opportunities

Sports activities

The campus environment (social spaces)

The campus environment (accommodation)

Clubs and societies

Induction and welcome

Personal tutoring

Support and wellbeing services

Opportunities for online courses/distance…

Innovative teaching methods

Careers advice

Arts activities

Don't know/rather not say

Other

From your experience of the University of Bath, which three
areas do you feel contributed most to your enjoyment of University life 

(choose three)?

n=584
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Other benefits
It should never be 

underestimated how 

valuable general 

discussions were 

with university 

friends regarding 

wider views, 

opinions and 

lifestyles. I 

developed a much 

broader life-view 

which I would not 

have gained in any 

other environment 

other than that of a 

university.

The exposure 

for living in a 

different 

country, the 

cultural shock 

experienced

Decided to offer internships to 

Bath students so have kept up 

the connection in this way
The skills I learned as 

soccer team captain and as 

Student Union President 

have served me well in 

both my working life and 

my family life.

Helped me grow up, develop 

my passions and learn about 

who I am as a person

Gave me the 

confidence to 

understand my 

strengths and 

believe in myself –

Bath uni does not 

leverage this 

positive affection 

enough imo from 

alumni
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1950s to 2015                                                            2016 to 2019

Relationship with Bath and region

497

399

395

373

346

309

273

268

267

250

199

175

418

152

Increase awareness of public University…

Support local employment opportunities…

Work more closely with the local council…

Support efforts to improve educational…

Build relationships outside Bath into the…

Improve access to University facilities…

Raise awareness of existing work…

Communicate and apply research on…

Support local volunteering opportunities…

Share expertise on areas such as…

Listen to, and engage with, local residents

Support opportunities for students to…

Don't know/rather not say

Other

If you still have links with Bath
and the region, what are the top three things the 

University of Bath could do to best support the city of 
Bath and the local areas 

(choose three)?

n=1594

128

123

97

88

86

85

100

26

Work more closely with the local council to
meet the city's challenges together

Increase awareness of public University
events such as lectures, sporting events and

the arts

Communicate and apply research on
sustainability and decarbonisation

Share expertise on areas such as
infrastructure and architecture or

management and supply chains etc

Support efforts to improve educational
opportunities for local children

Improve access to University facilities for
local people

Don't know/rather not say

Other

If you still live in the Bath area, in addition to those mentioned above, 
which of the following would be the top three things the University of 

Bath could do to best support the city of Bath and the local areas 
(choose three)?

n=345
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1950s to 2015                                                            2016 to 2019

Interest in further study

255

315

393

A Master's degree

An MBA (Master of Business
Administration)

A PhD

Which of the following University courses do you think 
might be of specific interest to you in the future?

n=963

632

602

314

122

120

471

380

Further study (part-time) in a new area

Further study (part-time) in your area of…

Developing specific skills such as…

Further study (full-time) in your area of…

Further study (full-time) in a new area

Don't know/rather not say

Other

Other than those listed above,
which of the following might also or alternatively be of interest 

to you
(choose all that apply)?

n=1851

146

137

196

A Master's degree

An MBA (Master of Business
Administration)

A PhD

Which of the following University courses do you think 
might be of specific interest to you in the future?

n=479

222

179

124

115

85

80

65

Further study (part-time) in your area of
expertise

Further study (part-time) in a new area

Further study (full-time) in your area of
expertise

Developing specific skills such as digital
(please specify below)

Further study (full-time) in a new area

Don't know/rather not say

Other

Other than those listed above,
which of the following might also or alternatively be of interest 

to you
(choose all that apply)?

n=551
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2016 - 2019

Wellbeing and shared purpose

312

258

241

201

171

87

81

67

38

25

31

26

Help managing stress and mental health

Help managing the challenges of my
course

Induction and welcome (helping students
understand University life)

Help transitioning to the world of work

Help managing competing demands/time
management

Help and advice on finances

Transition to/from placement years

Support whilst on placement

Help tackling harassment and bullying

Helping and advice around disability

Don't know/rather not say

Other (please specify):

From your experience of the University of Bath, which three
areas of support are most important to student wellbeing (choose 

three)?

n=580

152
141

127
120

90
82

78
77

74
64

61
56

45
35
34

28
27
27
27
26

23
23

20
19
18
17
15
13
13
12

8
6
5

25

Respected
Quality teaching

Employable students
Quality research

Welcoming community
Professional

Holistic student experience
Ambitious

Diverse
International community

Connected
Outstanding students and staff

Inspirational
Pioneering

Nurturing
Modern

Trustworthy
Global citizens

Inclusive
Traditional

Engaged
Developing future leaders

Enterprising
Accessible

Collaborative
Making a difference

Addressing global issues
Bold

Cutting-edge
Personalised student experience

Catalysing excellence
Inventive

Agile
Other

As we shape our future, we're exploring anew what makes this a special 
place to be. Which words and phrases would you use to describe Bath 

at its best? (Choose three)

n=556
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Thank you


