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Policy Support Fund 2025-26 Application

	Research Activity Title
	

	Principal Investigator 
(Name, Department and email) 
	

	Co-Investigator(s) 
(Name, Department and email)
	

	External collaborator(s)
(Organisation name)
	

	Estimated cost
	


If you are intending to apply for this funding, please email Emma Riddle (ejvw20@bath.ac.uk) and Helen Perryman (hp544@bath.ac.uk) so that we are expecting your application and can make sure you receive any updates.  

Funds requested (for allowable/non-allowable costs see the Funding Conditions at the end of this form)
Please ensure that you provide a detailed breakdown of the cost sections listed below, to include names of research staff, in the ‘Notes’ column below
	
 Directly Incurred
	Budget
	Income
	Notes

	
	
	
	

	
	Project Specific Staff:
	
	

	
	· Research Staff (RAs, ROs) 
	£0.00
	Please provide names of research staff and RAs where possible


	
	· Technicians
	£0.00
	

	
	· Professional Services/other staff

	£0.00
	Please list staff names

	
	Travel costs
	
	Please include a breakdown of how the total travel costs were calculated

	
	Sub-contract 

	£0.00
	Please list the name/s of sub-contractor/s)
NB An agreement will need to be put in place in order for payment to be processed. 



	
	Consumables
	£0.00
	

	Directly Allocated 
	Pool Technicians 
	£0.00
	

	
	Academic Staff (PI, Co-I)
	£0.00
	

	
	Infrastructure technician 
	£0.00
	

	
	
	
	

	Indirect
	10% overheads on Directly allocated
	£0.00
	

	
	TOTAL
	£0.00
	



	1. Project summary (max 100 words):
Provide a lay summary of your project. This should be clear and accessible to non-specialist audiences.





	2. Which of the following activities best describes the work you are planning to deliver as part of your project (select those that apply from the list below - maximum 3):

· Research in partnership with policymakers to better understand local, regional, national & international challenges
· Facilitation of knowledge exchange between the University & policymakers
· Improving dialogue with policymakers and the means to better equip early career researchers to do this
· Supporting evidence-based policymaking through partnerships and exchange of people
· Activity and training to better equip academics, including postgraduate researchers and early career researchers, to communicate effectively with policymakers
· Partnerships and collaborations aimed at supporting evidence-based policy making
· The exchange of people, e.g. staff secondments, contributing towards professional doctorates in policy, joint PhDs, etc.


	3. 3. Project Context (max 200 words)
Please set out the context for your proposed project including, for example, why the project is important, why the funding is needed, the problem the project / research is addressing, the difference the project will make etc: 






	4. 4. Aims and Objectives (max 200 words)
Outline the activity aims and objectives and how this could support evidence- based policy making. State whether this will be at a local, regional or national level:






	5. Strategic Alignment (max 100 words)
 Briefly explain how your project aligns with the University of Bath strategy, particularly the three primary institutional research themes: Sustainability, Health & Wellbeing and Digital. Please also explain how it aligns with the Pillars: Fostering an outstanding and inclusive community, driving high impact research and enhancing strategic partnership:





	6. Partnerships and Collaborators (max 200 words)
Briefly describe your relationship with your proposed partner/collaborator(s) listed above – for example, is this a new or existing partnership, long/short term, is there a track record of collaborative impact, etc. Describe how you will engage with them through your project):





	7. Please state any University groupings or initiatives that are associated with this project (e.g. Bath Beacons, Research Centres, Networks etc) and/or any external networks that may be aligned to this work (max 100 words):



	8. Outcomes and Impacts (max 100 words) 
What are the intended outcomes from the project and longer-term impacts you expect to see?:




	9. Evaluation and Impact (max 150 words)
a) How do you plan to evaluate and evidence the project outcomes? 
b) How will you sustain and develop impact beyond the project lifetime?  




	10. Risks and mitigation (max 200 words)
Briefly outline any potential risks to delivering the project within the timeframe (by 31st July 2026) and how these will be mitigated:

	Risk
	Likelihood
	Mitigation 

	
	
	

	
	
	





	10. Previous Funding

a) Please state any other funding from internal money that you have been awarded in the last 3 years, listing the title of the funded project/s. 

b) Has this project previously been funded from the Policy Support Fund, or other similar fundings? If yes, what will the extra funding enable you to do beyond what has already been achieved? (Max 100 words)

c) Will there be any publications (academic/ non-academic) associated with this project and if so, what would the estimated timeframe be? (Max 100 words) 


	12.Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (max 200 words)  
Please outline how you intend to take Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion into account in this project and how this project will develop capability at the university. We are particularly interested in projects that provide opportunities for ECR to engage with policy makers:





	13.  Justification of costs (max 200 words)
Provide a brief justification of costs, including any cash and in-kind contributions, and explain why this is good value for money. 





	14. Please confirm by ticking the box below, that you are aware that project partners will be expected to sign up to terms and conditions for this funding in line with the T&Cs issued by Research England. Please note that, if your application is successful, partners will be issued with applicable terms and conditions by our Contracts team.






	Principal Investigator
By signing, I confirm that my proposed project will comply with the Funding Conditions listed.

	Name: 



	Signature: 
	Date: 


	Head of Department/ Associate Dean for Research/Head of Team
By signing, I confirm that I am supportive of the project and aware of the academic time involved.

	Name:




	Signature:
	Date:




To submit your completed application 
Email Word or PDF documents to: Emma Riddle (ejvw20@bath.ac.uk) and Helen Perryman 
(hp544@bath.ac.uk ) by the deadline of 5pm on Friday 10th October 2025. 
   
Your application will be assessed against the Guidelines published (see Policy Support Fund Guidelines 2025-26 document) 
 Funding Conditions
Funding is conditional on:
· Compliance with standard UKRI rules for funding (please contact pre-award for guidance) 
· All allocated funds must be spent by 31st July 2026
· A short report must be produced promptly, at the end of the spending period. 

Allowable costs
a. Directly Incurred Costs – research staff costs, technicians, administrative support costs, travel costs, facilities & tests, consumables.
· Note that research staff employed full-time by the University but only working part-time on the project will need to complete a timesheet which is available through Post-Award.  
b. Equipment below £10,000 (incl. VAT): Individual items of equipment below £10,000 should be included as consumables.
c. Directly Allocated Costs (investigators).  If academic time has been costed, please confirm that you have agreed this with your Head of Department.  
d. Pool technicians are allowable as an overhead under Directly Allocated costs.
e. Facilities usage (e.g. CCAF, MAS) is an eligible cost. External testing and analysis not available at the University may also be included.

Non-allowable costs
a. Laptops, computers, mobile phones, etc., are not eligible costs unless fully justified in this proposal.
b. Infrastructure technician
a. Estates
b. Indirect 

· Funding may be withdrawn if all necessary contractual arrangements regarding the research activity (including, where relevant, appointment of Project personnel) have not been put in place within 1 month of the offer notification.
· Funding is non-transferrable and can be withdrawn if the activities’ objectives are not being met. 
· It is beneficial for project staff to already be in post.  In case any contract extensions are required, you are expected to liaise with Human Resources to arrange this. 
· A contract must be put in place with all external organisations (“Collaborator”) involved on the research activity. 
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK1]In conducting the Project activities, you and your investigative team must comply with the rules and regulations of the University, ethical and regulatory requirements and other relevant laws.
· At the end of the spending period, you must complete the final report form promptly. A template will be issued by the Project Manager towards the end of your project and you will be given a deadline for submission, which must be adhered to. 
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK8]You are required to set up a Pure record for the project upon approval of the funding and will be required to report any outcomes and evidence of impact in PURE; note that impact may take several years to achieve after the project end.
· You must acknowledge the support received from the “UKRI Policy Support Fund” in all publications, presentations and other media communications concerning the research activities. 



Further information 
If you have any questions or need further guidance in completing this form, please contact: Emma Hoar, adselh@bath.ac.uk for costings, or Emma Riddle, ejvw20@bath.ac.uk for other queries.
 
[Type here]
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