
 
       

      

Thank you for choosing Bath  

Dear , 
  
Choosing to do your doctorate at Bath is a decision well made. You will join academics and 
researchers of international reputation, known for the originality and significance of their 
work. You will have a host of opportunities for intellectual stimulation, to nurture your love 
of discovery. And you will have the help you need to gain the skills to succeed in your 
chosen career path. 
  
During this time of uncertainty you may have some questions about how you can begin 
your research work. We have worked hard to adapt our services so they’re flexible, and 
we're doing everything we can to make sure that your start at Bath is as welcoming as 
possible, using online alternatives while we're unable to run our welcome and training 
events in person. We will continue to update you as soon as we can, based on the latest 
UK Government guidance on working on campus. 
  
We’re working to create a University experience that’s as close as possible to your 
expectations when you applied, and to ensure the quality of your research experience is 
maintained. We're keen to offer as much in-person interaction as we can safely deliver, 
while maintaining the safety of all of our students and staff. 
  
We also recognise that you may be unable to come to Bath due to health reasons or travel 
restrictions, so you can start your programme remotely if required. Please speak to your 
supervisor and discuss plans for starting your doctoral studies, and how you will work 
together. We hope the flexible arrangements will make life a little easier for you, so you can 
enrol in our high quality programmes without having to worry about whether you will be 
able to come to Bath in person at the start of your studies. 
  
Whether you have received an unconditional offer from us or still have some conditions to 
meet before we can confirm your offer of a place, we hope you find this information useful. 
  
I look forward to welcoming you to Bath.  
  
With every best wish, 
Cathryn Mitchell 
Professor and Academic Director, Doctoral College 

 



 

     

 

Your Doctoral College 
  
When you join the University we welcome you into our wider doctoral community and we 
have a range of activities that will enable you to engage within us. 
  
We'll support you through each step of your doctoral journey, with professional advice and 
support, from when you first talk to us about coming to Bath until your graduation. You'll 
have access to free DoctoralSkills training for your professional development, the 
possibility of funding to attend conferences, and resources to support your research. You 
can also get involved in events to share your studies, socialise and network with other 
students. 
  
You can find out more about what we offer you on our Doctoral College website. 
  
We now have an online induction in place, which you can access once you have 
registered. Read our guide to registering with the University. 
  
You can also read about the academic milestones within your doctorate and find out more 
about the Researcher Development Framework.  

 

How we have adapted to the Coronavirus pandemic 
  
You can read our latest information and guidance on Coronavirus for doctoral students on 
our website. 
  
Access to labs and offices 

https://www.bath.ac.uk/topics/professional-development-for-doctoral-students/
https://www.bath.ac.uk/departments/doctoral-college/
https://www.bath.ac.uk/guides/registering-with-the-university/
https://www.bath.ac.uk/guides/academic-milestones-in-your-doctoral-study/
https://www.bath.ac.uk/guides/a-professional-development-framework-for-doctoral-students/
https://www.bath.ac.uk/guides/coronavirus-advice-to-doctoral-students/
https://www.bath.ac.uk/guides/coronavirus-advice-to-doctoral-students/


Some doctoral students are still working from home, with others in offices and labs on 
campus; we've also opened a number of University study spaces with social distancing 
measures. Once you're ready to begin your studies you should liaise with your supervisor 
on your plans to work remotely or come to campus. 
  
Social distancing arrangements 
Our spacious, green campus provides us with a range of opportunities to put on activities 
with social distancing measures in a safe way, and we have been able to offer a rich 
student experience beyond the formal curriculum. Our Sports Training Village was one of 
the first venues to reopen, under strict guidelines from Government and sporting bodies, 
with one-way systems and cleaning regimes needed. 
  
Quarantine 
If you need to quarantine when you arrive in the UK you can find details of the current 
quarantine arrangements - though be aware that the situation might change before you 
arrive. 

 

Advice and support 
  
Once you register with us you will have access to support for your wellbeing and mental 
health, including Student Services, the Students' Union, and our Doctoral Peer Support 
scheme. 
  
Student Services provides students with a wide range of support and guidance, including: 
wellbeing, counselling and mental health support, money management, disability advice 
and support, and international student advice. 

  
The Disability Service provides support for students with disabilities and/or long-term 
health conditions, which can include but are not limited to: specific learning difficulties (eg 
dyslexia), Autistic Spectrum Conditions, mobility or sensory impairments, and mental 
health conditions. 

  
If you did not disclose a disability and/or long term health condition on your application 
form but would like further information, in confidence, about possible support that may be 
available, please get in touch by emailing disabilityadvice@bath.ac.uk. 
  
Peer mentoring 
In most programmes you'll also be eligible for support from a Peer Mentor at the beginning 
of your studies; they'll give you informal advice about studying in Bath and share their 
experiences as a doctoral student. 

 

Accommodation 
  
You may already be planning the practicalities of coming to Bath, including finding 
accommodation. Whether you're looking for long-term options or visiting the University for 
a short residential course, we have various accommodation options available. You can 
also get advice and support on housing from the Students' Union. 

 

https://www.bath.ac.uk/guides/arranging-support-for-quarantine-in-the-uk/
https://www.bath.ac.uk/guides/coronavirus-advice-to-doctoral-students/#wellbeing-during-self-isolation
https://www.bath.ac.uk/guides/coronavirus-advice-to-doctoral-students/#wellbeing-during-self-isolation
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thesubath.com%2Fadvice%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cke337%40bath.ac.uk%7C6f978ef52a7a4d77c4e808d95e2decd8%7C377e3d224ea1422db0ad8fcc89406b9e%7C0%7C0%7C637644373596891930%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=TPN%2BCUQrhxRezrIX3w%2BP%2BfOXH6NuvfaNHw%2FooA%2BhRN8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Felinkeu.clickdimensions.com%2Fc%2F6%2F%3FT%3DNzQ2MTg4MjY%253AcDEtYjIwMzQ1LTc3MWY0ZDE4ZjFjMDQxNTA4NzE1ZDNlNWNmMWU5MTEx%253Aa2UzMzdAYmF0aC5hYy51aw%253AY29udGFjdC0yNDEyOTYyOTE5YzhlYTExYTgxMjAwMGQzYWI4MjRkZi01MzFjNGYyODBiODU0YTAzOWM5NzBiMjYwNTdiOGNjNQ%253AZmFsc2U%253AMTE%253A%253AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmF0aC5hYy51ay9wcm9mZXNzaW9uYWwtc2VydmljZXMvc3R1ZGVudC1zZXJ2aWNlcy8_X2NsZGVlPWEyVXpNemRBWW1GMGFDNWhZeTUxYXclM2QlM2QmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC0yNDEyOTYyOTE5YzhlYTExYTgxMjAwMGQzYWI4MjRkZi01MzFjNGYyODBiODU0YTAzOWM5NzBiMjYwNTdiOGNjNSZlc2lkPWVjYjVmZDAxLWY1M2EtZWIxMS1hODEzLTAwMGQzYWIxOTk5MA%26K%3DKg_1GESptguzr6IfldELDQ&data=04%7C01%7Cke337%40bath.ac.uk%7C6f978ef52a7a4d77c4e808d95e2decd8%7C377e3d224ea1422db0ad8fcc89406b9e%7C0%7C0%7C637644373596891930%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=GzZBjNw4wLB%2Bmfd6ln8siNqCVOVwdcR6Tev4jfT5clQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Felinkeu.clickdimensions.com%2Fc%2F6%2F%3FT%3DNzQ2MTg4MjY%253AcDEtYjIwMzQ1LTc3MWY0ZDE4ZjFjMDQxNTA4NzE1ZDNlNWNmMWU5MTEx%253Aa2UzMzdAYmF0aC5hYy51aw%253AY29udGFjdC0yNDEyOTYyOTE5YzhlYTExYTgxMjAwMGQzYWI4MjRkZi01MzFjNGYyODBiODU0YTAzOWM5NzBiMjYwNTdiOGNjNQ%253AZmFsc2U%253AMTI%253A%253AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmF0aC5hYy51ay9wcm9mZXNzaW9uYWwtc2VydmljZXMvZGlzYWJpbGl0eS1zZXJ2aWNlLz9fY2xkZWU9YTJVek16ZEFZbUYwYUM1aFl5NTFhdyUzZCUzZCZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1jb250YWN0LTI0MTI5NjI5MTljOGVhMTFhODEyMDAwZDNhYjgyNGRmLTUzMWM0ZjI4MGI4NTRhMDM5Yzk3MGIyNjA1N2I4Y2M1JmVzaWQ9ZWNiNWZkMDEtZjUzYS1lYjExLWE4MTMtMDAwZDNhYjE5OTkw%26K%3D9Ks9rwlekPLsvqGYqdmWuQ&data=04%7C01%7Cke337%40bath.ac.uk%7C6f978ef52a7a4d77c4e808d95e2decd8%7C377e3d224ea1422db0ad8fcc89406b9e%7C0%7C0%7C637644373596901886%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=5pH1SaRK5rm%2F0KcJhIoDo%2FCJPCvhRMQ2IgmhPM0gyUw%3D&reserved=0
mailto:disabilityadvice@bath.ac.uk
https://www.bath.ac.uk/campaigns/doctoral-peer-mentoring-scheme
https://www.bath.ac.uk/professional-services/student-accommodation/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thesubath.com%2Fadvice%2Fhousing%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cke337%40bath.ac.uk%7C6f978ef52a7a4d77c4e808d95e2decd8%7C377e3d224ea1422db0ad8fcc89406b9e%7C0%7C0%7C637644373596901886%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=tXgfuxnQK4JxNsL8VYC%2FmVNxche7nUbFxyyk2Ses%2BZA%3D&reserved=0


Getting to know the University and the city of Bath 
  
Bath is a beautiful city to live, work and study in. Find out more about living in the city and 
the south west. 
  
Sports and fitness 
Our Team Bath sports facilities include a state-of-the-art Sports Training Village with 
Olympic-sized swimming pool, gym, fitness classes indoor and outdoor tennis courts 
and athletics track. 
  
Languages and culture  
There are many language learning opportunities at the University, all of which you can 
access free of charge. If you are an international student, you will automatically become a 
member of the student-led International Students' Association, which connects cultures 
through socials, support and representation. 

 

     

 

  

 

Our Chancellor, His Royal 
Highness, The Earl of Wessex 
  
Watch our Chancellor explain what makes 
The University of Bath such a special 
place to study. 
  

  

   

 

Our research community: helping to solve the problems facing us all 
  
3D printed knee implants, extreme space weather, oceanic disperal, and the evolution of 
Coronavirus variants... take a look at some of the latest research going on here at Bath. 
You can also find out more about taking part in the 3MT® competition. 

https://www.bath.ac.uk/campaigns/living-in-the-city-of-bath-and-the-south-west/
https://www.bath.ac.uk/campaigns/living-in-the-city-of-bath-and-the-south-west/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.teambath.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cke337%40bath.ac.uk%7C6f978ef52a7a4d77c4e808d95e2decd8%7C377e3d224ea1422db0ad8fcc89406b9e%7C0%7C0%7C637644373596911843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Q9dJv9tf%2BptPql3okx0XBZxQMPeYDP1jvdi825MoD2I%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bath.ac.uk/professional-services/foreign-languages/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thesubath.com%2Fisa%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cke337%40bath.ac.uk%7C6f978ef52a7a4d77c4e808d95e2decd8%7C377e3d224ea1422db0ad8fcc89406b9e%7C0%7C0%7C637644373596911843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=J0C8W6AYsww8HrbGaeu4UBOtFJzvLdvf6vbXAGcTWgI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fplayer.vimeo.com%2Fvideo%2F240689257&data=04%7C01%7Cke337%40bath.ac.uk%7C6f978ef52a7a4d77c4e808d95e2decd8%7C377e3d224ea1422db0ad8fcc89406b9e%7C0%7C0%7C637644373596921799%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=tN2DAYWh0K27qlWO7fv38nsJoSywEXWhb9k5vpceRuY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bath.ac.uk/topics/research/
https://www.bath.ac.uk/campaigns/explain-your-phd-in-just-three-minutes/


 

     

 

GW4 Alliance 
  
The University of Bath is a member of the GW4 Alliance, which brings together four of the 
most research-intensive and innovative universities in the UK, all based in the South West 
region. 
  
Find out about the benefits for doctoral students, including expert training opportunities and 
access to shared resources. 

 

Pure Genius 
  
If you haven’t taken a look already, don’t forget to have a browse through Pure, the 
University's research portal. Pure holds information about all of the research carried out at 
Bath, along with profiles of researchers, our organisational units, collaborations, projects 
and outputs. Find out who else is doing research in your area and see how it fits in with 
other projects across the University. When you arrive, you will automatically be set up with 
your own Pure account, which you can add to throughout your time here. This list also 
gives a useful overview of our research centres, institutes and groups. 

 

International students: language tests, visas and ATAS certificates 
  
If you need a visa to study in the UK, you can read our latest guidance from Student 
Immigration Services. If your offer letter indicates that the programme you intend to 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgw4.ac.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cke337%40bath.ac.uk%7C6f978ef52a7a4d77c4e808d95e2decd8%7C377e3d224ea1422db0ad8fcc89406b9e%7C0%7C0%7C637644373597021361%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=pE0Uh6rA4jB%2BGISk45u%2BWXxQJ1XCfUCcXFQTmvKUXNA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgw4.ac.uk%2Fdoctoral-development-opportunities%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cke337%40bath.ac.uk%7C6f978ef52a7a4d77c4e808d95e2decd8%7C377e3d224ea1422db0ad8fcc89406b9e%7C0%7C0%7C637644373597021361%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=3yQf0UkEl%2ByHPhEGYNrgVclYnk%2Bf7o%2BObPEDat%2FGpOU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmscrmapp-eu.clickdimensions.com%2Feditor%2Fpreviewversion%3FaccountKey%3Dav9xKhzatE0qkJa2o07lxZ%26version%3D4%26orgname%3Dorg0954b385%26userlcid%3D1033%26userid%3D%257bBFF1ADE9-73C5-E711-8110-5065F38B56C1%257d%26id%3D%257bC52D64EF-B15D-E811-815C-E0071B6502A1%257d%26typename%3Dcdi_emailtemplate%26sessionId%3D47ff9efe-e0fe-e811-a958-000d3ab5a6ae&data=04%7C01%7Cke337%40bath.ac.uk%7C6f978ef52a7a4d77c4e808d95e2decd8%7C377e3d224ea1422db0ad8fcc89406b9e%7C0%7C0%7C637644373597031311%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=qNymgxz3fwcgLUn852xGGnklvxSvgAGGmXVF6MX1kFk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bath.ac.uk/corporate-information/research-centres-institutes-and-groups/
https://www.bath.ac.uk/guides/coronavirus-advice-to-doctoral-students/#tier-4-visa-holders
https://www.bath.ac.uk/guides/coronavirus-advice-to-doctoral-students/#tier-4-visa-holders


study is covered by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) Academic Technology 
Approval Scheme (ATAS), then you will need to apply for an ATAS certificate. 
  
It will take at least 20 working days for your ATAS application to be processed, and can 
take 30 days or more. Please apply for your certificate as soon as possible, in order to 
receive your clearance certificate in time for your visa application. 
  
You can also find helpful information for international students from the UK Council for 
International Student Affairs and from Universities UK. 
  
English language requirements for international students  
If you have any concerns about meeting your English language requirements, we are now 
accepting a number of additional English language tests for 2021 entry to all doctoral 
degrees. Check the full list of tests we accept. 

 

     

 

  

 

"I looked at lots of universities, 
but Bath was the first place 
where I felt like home.” 
  
“Both the University and my Department 
have been extremely supportive of me 
personally and academically. As a 
doctoral student, you need to feel 
supported to make the right decisions, but 
also supported if you make a mistake. 
Knowing I’ve had that support behind 
me has encouraged me to push the 
boundaries and take more risks.”  
  

Tamsyn, PhD in Health Psychology 
  
Read more about what makes Bath's 
research community so special.  
  
Find out what other students say about 
their time here. 

  

   

    

  

Doctoral College contacts  
  
If you have any questions about your offer 
or about the admissions process, please 
email our Doctoral College team. 

  

 

 

     

      

Our research rankings | Our research community | Living in the city of Bath  
     

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ukcisa.org.uk%2FInformation--Advice%2FStudying--living-in-the-UK%2FCoronavirus-Covid-19-info-for-international-students&data=04%7C01%7Cke337%40bath.ac.uk%7C6f978ef52a7a4d77c4e808d95e2decd8%7C377e3d224ea1422db0ad8fcc89406b9e%7C0%7C0%7C637644373597031311%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=qajADcYsgA5%2BnKKwI%2BUs7Z7ZARpGVMXXa4Cn4EvStwA%3D&reserved=0
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https://www.bath.ac.uk/corporate-information/postgraduate-english-language-requirements-for-international-students/
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