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	Element
	Why we ask, and what the panel are looking for

	1. Project details
	Check the Applicant works for an appropriate organisation to receive our RCF (e.g. NHS, HEI, Local Authority, Provider of health &/or Care services), and to log details of the project plan.

	2. The research question
	The panel are looking to invest RCF in projects that have clear potential to improve the health and/or wellbeing of the population. 

	3. Plain English summary
	For all awarded applications, we will transfer this information onto our website. This is to show internal and external audience the projects we support with RCF. 

	4. Existing Collaborators
	The panel want to ensure that RCF is invested in projects that are viable, and having a strong team of collaborators is vital for success with the research funders. If you don’t have many collaborators yet, the next section is where you can include plans for which roles you would hope to bring in during the RCF period. 

	5. Future Collaborators
	The panel and Research Team aim to support applicants to bring in collaborators where they could strengthen a funding application. We have an extensive network of colleagues across health & care services, delivery and research, as well as access to PPI groups.

	6. Why this topic area is deserving of DH&SC investment
	The panel need to understand the rationale for the topic area and to be convinced that the chosen project worthy of investment, as every pound spent on this area is a pound we are denying to all other potential health and care projects (i.e., the opportunity costs of investing in your work).  

	7. Working with under-served populations
	Research is the ideal tool for tackling difficult and long-standing challenges, and for providing evidence on what the future of health and care delivery should/could be. 
The future health and care sector needs to improve services for those populations who have been under-served by current and historical systems. 

	8. Why this particular research question is the right one to explore now
	Within a topic there are usually many research questions that could be investigated. The panel need to understand why this particular question has been chosen, and not any of the other potential questions. Example reasons may be:
· Stakeholders identified this as an important area for research
· other research projects are investigating the other key questions
· NICE have set this as a research priority

	9. The intended change that the evidence will make, aka the impact of the research
	We are interested in supporting impactful applied research, and want applicants to focus on who the evidence is intended to influence, and how the evidence would be used within the health and care system to improve health.
It might be that your research intends to influence NICE guidelines, or it could be ICS health and care planners, or perhaps more local-level than that.

	10. The proposed methods of the NIHR project 
	The panel want to see that there is an appropriate plan, and an appropriate team to deliver that plan (or a clear plan to create the team within the RCF period). 

	11. Why those methods are the best way to achieve the intended impact
	The panel want to see the logic of using the methods described in 10. above to achieve the intended impact stated in 9.
We need to see how the methods have been considered in relation to the intended use and context of how and where the evidence will be used. 
Where a project intends to influence NICE guidelines, a clinical trial is likely to be an appropriate method. 
However, where the evidence is aiming to influence local/regional health and care planners, a trial design could be less influential than other methods as well as being needlessly long and expensive.

	12. What activities are planned for the RCF funded period
	The panel need to judge that the activities are all needed, and that they match the cost of the RCF project. 
The panel have a limited budget and need to be convinced that a grant application would not be viable without the pump-priming work. 
The panel are asked to only recommend funding of pump-priming activities that are necessary for the grant application to have a reasonable chance of being funded, noting that funders expect high quality and robust applications. 



Delete these guidance pages after completing the application form.
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BSW Research Hub Research Capability Funding (RCF) Stream 1
Application Form: NIHR pre-grant application development

	1. Project Details

	Applicant’s name:
		


	Job Title:
	


	Department/Organisation:
	


	Email:
	


	Telephone:
	


	Proposed funding stream:

	

	Start date of RCF funding
 and duration (months):
	

	Estimated grant submission date (MM/YY):
	

	Has this work previously been submitted to this, or any other funding body/organisation? 
	[bookmark: Check2]|_|Yes
|_|No

	If yes, please provide details:



	2. What is the proposed research question?

	



	3. Plain English summary of the intended NIHR funded project.
(guide = up to 450 words)


	What is the problem?

What is the aim of the research?

How will this be achieved?





	4. Existing collaborators’ Details 
Please provide details of all collaborators (Academic, Health and/or PPI collaborators or groups) who have co-designed this work.

	Name
	Organisation
	Job Title
	Role

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




	5. Future Collaborators’ Details
Please provide details of any collaborators (Academic, Health and/or PPI collaborators) who will be invited to work on the research application. If you have identified a role, but haven’t identified a named person to fill this role, please include “TBC” under Name and Organisation for that role (we can try to help find appropriate collaborators).

	Name
	Organisation
	Job Title
	Role

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




	6. Please provide a background on the health or care topic you wish to investigate, explaining to the panel why they should invest DH&SC funding to investigate this topic area. 
(guide = up to 300 words)
Please mention if your work is in a published priority area for a health or care organisation.

	






	7. Explain how you will work with under-served populations within your RCF development work, or please explain why your work does not need to do this.
BSW ICB is committed to reducing inequalities in access, experience and health outcomes. The research we support should, wherever possible, aim to contribute to these efforts. Please see the guidance if you need some further information. 
(guide = up to 300 words)

Please see part one and part two of our guidance when translation is required.

Please see the guide for Increasing Diversity in Research Participation here.

	





	8. Why have you chosen to develop this particular question into an application for funding? 
(guide = up to 300 words)
Explain why this particular question is the most important to answer at this point, as opposed to any other potential questions that could be explored within the topic, and indicate clearly if this question has been co-designed with public/patients, clinicians, and/or commissioners.

	





	9. What change in the health & care system are you trying to influence with the evidence that the research will produce?
e.g. explain if you are trying to change practice, local policy or national guidelines

	





	10. Plan of Investigation and Methodology for the project.
Please describe planned methods of data collection, outcome measures and techniques of analysis.
It might be that you intend to use your RCF to explore several methodologies. This is encouraged, and each method can be noted here.

	





	11. Please justify why your chosen methodologies (described in question 10) are the most suitable to help achieve the intended change for the health and care system (described in question 9).
e.g. if you intend to influence NICE guidelines, you may wish to undertake an RCT. If you intend to influence local commissioners, you may wish to use qualitative methods.

	





	12. What activities will you undertake with RCF? 


	|_|Literature review
|_|Provider engagement (include costs to reimburse providers for their time)
|_|Commissioner engagement
|_|Pilot aspects of research process in research sites (e.g. General Practices)
|_|Pilot data collection 
|_|Analysis of local data
|_|Grant application writing
|_|Other (please add details and brief justification below)




	13. Resources requested (Please also send your costing report)

	Total RCF requested
See guidance for expected upper limits
	£


	Finance Officer
( e.g. University of Bath)
	Name:
Email address:
Phone number:
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