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January 2023 ECD

+3.1% non-EU 
applicants

20.5k EU 
applicants 

(-1.49%)

596,590 
applicants (-2.3%) 

UK 21+ applicants 
decline -14% 

-1.8% 18 year old 
applicants 



Journey to a million 

860,000  |  +35,000

2027

2028

2029

2026

890,000  |  +30,000

960,000  |  +40,000

920,000  |  +30,000

2022 vs 2030
there could be:

18 YO
+126,000

International
+90,000

2030 1,000,000  |  +40,000
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What does the forecasted growth mean for…
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CIAGChoice WP Experience Cost Living Employment



May 2021

June 2021 September 2021 May 2022 November 2022

August 2021 January 2022 July 2022

8 million data points shaping insights and impact
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▪ One in three students understand that 
higher education is an option for them at 
primary school –1.4 times more likely for 
advantaged pupils.

▪ One in five students couldn’t study a 
degree subject that interested 
them because they didn’t have the right 
subjects to progress – more apparent for 
some subjects including medicine and 
dentistry, maths, economics, languages.

▪ One in three students do not receive 
information about apprenticeships.

What influences the 
choices school leavers make? – April 2021
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Adviser Portal – new tile
Introduction of a new tile 
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Adviser Portal view MVP – overall cohort
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Apprenticeships I&A in high demand

All apprenticeship 
content including 
our industry guides 
have had a 41% 
increase in views on 
last year at 
1,139,086 in total.

There has been a 21% 
(513,148) increase in 
users on the UCAS 
Career Finder with 44% 
(186,205) more clicking 
to apply then last year - 
2021/2022.

40% of those (427000 
Pre-applicants)  
interested in 
undergraduate degrees 
are also interested in 
apprenticeships.

627,516 new people to 
UCAS, who have never 
accessed our website 
before, have visited our 
apprenticeship 
webpages.
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Bringing UCAS Hub to the classroom

To help you we’ve developed: 

▪ lesson plans 

▪ accompanying PowerPoints 

These can be combined with other resources, 

such as student packs and Hub live sessions. 

ucas.com/hub-adviser
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https://www.ucas.com/advisers/toolkits/2023-cycle-toolkit#ucas-hub-lesson-plans:~:text=for%20young%20people.-,UCAS%20Hub%20lesson%20plans,-Covering%20everything%20from
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/toolkits/2023-cycle-toolkitucas-hub-lesson-plans:~:text=(2.5%20MB)-,UCAS%20Hub%20student%20packs,-These%20short%20self
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/hub-live-sessions
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-resources-and-training/your-guide-ucas-hub


UCAS search tool displays 
2024 courses.

2 May 2023 

Adviser Portal opens for 
Registered Centres 

9 May 

UCAS Undergraduate 
application opens for 
2024 entry.

16 May

First day UCAS can receive 
a completed application to 
process.

5 September

Deadline for courses in 
medicine, veterinary 
medicine/science, 
dentistry, and courses at 
Oxford or Cambridge.

16 October 2023*

UCAS equal consideration 
application deadline.

31 January 2024*

UCAS Extra opens.

28 February

Last date for applications 
before Clearing opens.

30 June

Clearing opens. 

5 July

Key Dates – 2024 entry

* 18.00 UK time 
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Changes for 2024 undergraduate applications

Gender question
We are introducing two additional responses to the gender question:
• ‘I prefer not to say’
• ‘I use another term’

Application fee
The fee for all 2024 undergraduate applications will be £27.50. 

References will have 3 structured sections
Enabling universities and colleges to find information easily, to make selection decisions 
and target support.
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Reference guidance support
• Reference examples for each section. 

• A reference guidance presentation which 
can be downloaded and edited 

• Additional FAQs which we will be adding to 
from the questions received at our 
webinars. .

• Advice from university and college 
admissions officers in a shareable video.

UCAS.COM/ADVISERS/REFERENCES2024 
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https://www.ucas.com/advisers/writing-references/changes-undergraduate-references-2024-entry#:~:text=for%20independent%20applicants-,Example%20reference%20statements,-These%20examples%20have
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/writing-references/changes-undergraduate-references-2024-entry#:~:text=sent%20to%20us.%E2%80%AF-,2024%20reference%20guidance%20presentation,-View%20and%20download
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/writing-references/changes-undergraduate-references-2024-entry#:~:text=reference%2Donly%20applicants.-,FAQs,-EXPAND%20ALL


Three section approach 
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Enter a general statement about your school/college/centre. 

(mandatory for applications sent via a registered centre) 

Enter any information about extenuating circumstances which may affect this applicant’s performance in 
examinations or other assessments 

(optional) 

Use this section to outline any other circumstances specific to the applicant that you think 
universities/colleges should be aware of, or how they can support the applicant

(optional)



Information could include:

• context of your school, college or centre, e.g. performance, intake demographics, progression rates to 
higher education etc.

• your portfolio of qualification provision and any restrictions on options students may have

• information about your school, college or centre which may affect performance, such as significant 
staff changes, or damage to buildings

▪ any policies or processes used for predicting grades (e.g. internal assessments). This is an opportunity 
to articulate any policy about not predicting grades for qualifications where the school or college feels 
the assessment method or qualification structure is not suited to predictions 
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Section 1: Enter a general statement about your school/college/centre.



Include relevant information that contextualises the educational journey, for example:

• individual circumstances – e.g. mature student, disability, serious, acute, or chronic illness, bereavement, significant 
adverse personal circumstances (with applicant consent)

• context as to why there is a disparity between an individual’s grades achieved throughout the school or college 
(e.g. at GCSE/Scottish National 4/5 equivalent and predicted grades, where applicable)

• factors which have limited the individual’s choice of subjects or load of study at UK Level 3 or equivalent (factors 
which have affected the whole centre rather than the individual should be included in section 1)

• support the university or college should consider putting in place to ensure the applicant can thrive on their course 
(with applicant’s consent) – e.g. highlight the measures the school, college or centre put in place to ensure the 
student’s inclusion/experience

You must be clear whether any of the circumstances outlined in section 2 have already been considered by the 
student’s examination boards or awarding organisations for the qualifications taken.
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Section 2: If applicable, enter any information about extenuating circumstances which may 

have impacted the applicant's education and achievement.



It is not necessary to craft the perfect paragraph here; providing short, clear, factual statements 
helps universities and colleges digest the information.

Useful information could include:

• evidence of suitability for the course(s) applied for which may include performance and 
academic ability in relevant UK Level 3 or equivalent qualifications, relevant work experience, 
cases where an applicant is the strongest performer in their cohort, or extracurricular 
achievements

• any barriers the applicant has faced in accessing work experience opportunities, only where 
relevant to the course applied to
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Section 3 : Outline any other supportive information specific to the applicant and relevant to 
the course(s) applied for that you think universities/colleges should be aware of.
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More about you

Parenting 
responsibilities

Spent time 
in care

Estranged from 
your parents

Refugees and 
asylum       seekers

From a UK Armed 
Forces family

A disability, 
learning 

difference or 
mental health 

condition

Caring 
responsibilities

Eligible for 
free school 
meals

Find out more about the support 
you could receive on ucas.com

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/undergraduate-individual-needs
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/undergraduate-individual-needs
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/undergraduate-individual-needs
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www.ucas.com/advisers/toolkits

To support teachers and advisers

https://pdp.ucas.com/
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Outreach connection - background



• The adviser portal will open at 07:00 (UK time) on 17 August, under 
embargo. 

• This is to enable you to check the status of your applicants and identify 
those who may need support.

• In the staff management section of the adviser portal, please review who 
has permission to view offers and decisions 

• It’s important anyone who can access this embargoed information is 
aware of the serious implications of breaching the embargo.

What’s new for C&C 2023? 
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https://www.ucas.com/advisers/managing-applications/supporting-you-through-confirmation-and-clearing/confirmation-and-clearing-essentials-2022#what-is-the-embargo
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Adding a 
Clearing choice

Eligible applicants can add a 
Clearing choice from:

• 10:00 on SQA results day*.
• 13:00 on JCQ results day*.

*All timings are UK time



Reason for confirmation pending
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The provider may not have been able to make 
a confirmation decision due to outstanding 
conditions.

This could be because the applicant has not yet 
supplied proof of qualifications or other entry 
requirements.

There may be a reason given to explain why 
the conditional offer hasn't been confirmed 
yet.

If they have any concerns they should contact 
their university or college to discuss.
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Useful links mentioned: 
Journey to a Million: Read essays on the five big challenges that we face with Journey to a Million.

UCAS insight reports: Over the past two years, we have released impact reports that discuss pertinent issues 
in education and skills. The ones discussed today were: 
• Where next? What influences the choice school leavers make (April 2021)
• Where next? Who doesn't plan to start a full-time undergraduate degree in autumn? (August 2021)
• Starting the conversation: UCAS report on student mental health. (June 2021)
023 CYCLE APPLICANT FIGURES – 25 JANUARY DEADLINE
• 2023 cycle applicant figures – 25 January deadline view our interactive data dashboard here. 

• Catch up on our references deep dive sessions and all other on demand webinars here. 

• UCAS The influence of cost of living on student decision making and supporting factsheet on the research.  
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https://www.ucas.com/journey%20to%20a%20million
https://www.ucas.com/data-and-analysis/undergraduate-statistics-and-reports/ucas-reports
https://www.ucas.com/data-and-analysis/undergraduate-statistics-and-reports/ucas-reportswhere-next-what-influences-the-choices-school-leavers-make%E2%80%93-april-2021:~:text=(183.86%20KB)-,Where%20next%3F%20What%20influences%20the%20choices%20school%20leavers%20make%3F%C2%A0%E2%80%93%20April%202021,-A%20ground%2Dbreaking
https://www.ucas.com/data-and-analysis/undergraduate-statistics-and-reports/ucas-reports#where-next-who-doesnt-plan-to-start-a-full-time-undergraduate-degree-in-autumn%E2%80%93-august-2021:~:text=findings%20and%20report-,Where%20next%3F%20Who%20doesn%27t%20plan%20to%20start%20a%20full%2Dtime%20undergraduate%20degree%20in%20autumn%3F%C2%A0%E2%80%93%20August%202021,-Our%20latest%20research
https://www.ucas.com/data-and-analysis/undergraduate-statistics-and-reports/ucas-reportswhere-next-who-doesnt-plan-to-start-a-full-time-undergraduate-degree-in-autumn%E2%80%93-august-2021:~:text=(431.78%20KB)-,Starting%20the%20conversation%3A%20UCAS%20report%20on%20student%20mental%20health%C2%A0%E2%80%93%20June%202021,-This%20deep%20dive
https://www.ucas.com/data-and-analysis/undergraduate-statistics-and-reports/ucas-undergraduate-releases/ucas-undergraduate-applicant-releases-2023-cycle/2023-cycle-applicant-figures-25-january-deadline
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-resources-and-training/adviser-lives:~:text=Reference%20guidance%20for%202024%20undergraduate%20entry%20(27,Play%20back
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-resources-and-training/adviser-lives#:~:text=Book%20now-,On%2Ddemand%20webinars,-We%27ve%20recorded%20our
https://www.ucas.com/connect/blogs/influence-cost-living-student-decision-making
https://www.ucas.com/file/709791/download?token=HQTMWo4-


www.ucas.com/advisers

2024 Cycle Toolkit 
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Keeping you informed

Adviser timeline on 
ucas.com/advisers 

Adviser lives hosted in one 
place, book and catch up

Updates published via the 
newsletter and on adviser 

section of UCAS.com

https://www.ucas.com/advisers?gclid=EAIaIQobChMInLe73KPy_QIVi9_tCh0_ywH8EAAYASAAEgLEmPD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-resources-and-training/teacher-and-adviser-webinars
https://www.ucas.com/content/sign-updates-advisers
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-and-resources/adviser-news/news
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Operational Support 

Adviser guide 2024 can now be 
downloaded

Our schools team is here 
adviserhelp@ucas.ac.uk

Digital training to support your 
including online training 

https://www.ucas.com/file/698526/download?token=tbWU_Va4
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/getting-started-adviser/how-you-can-contact-us
mailto:adviserhelp@ucas.ac.uk
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-resources-and-training/digital-training-support-you-every-step-ucas-process
https://pdp.ucas.com/mod/scorm/view.php?id=289
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