
UCAS INSIGHTS: 
WHAT’S CHANGED & 
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
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THE STORY SO FAR 

High level trends 
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TOTAL APPLICANTS

619,360 applicants

+18,700 vs 2025

+3.1%

UK 18-YEAR-OLDS

338,940 applicants

+15,580 vs 2025

+4.8%

INTERNATIONAL

124,830 applicants

+6,030 vs 2025

+5.1%

UK 21 AND OVER

57,570 applicants

-3,710 vs 2025

-6.1%

APPLICANTS AT THE EQUAL CONSIDERATION DATE

Public UCAS Equal Consideration Date 2026



4

UK 18-YEAR-OLD APPLICATION RATE

Public
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Percentage change in UK acceptances 2025 vs 2024 by age

YOUNGER MATURE SPLIT FROM DOWNWARD TREND 

Public

UCAS End of Cycle 2025 
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SUBJECTS ALLIED

 TO MEDICINE

376,860 
applications

+14,290 vs 2025

13.2%
OF APPLICATIONS

BUSINESS AND 

MANAGEMENT

360,220 
applications

+5,390 vs 2025

12.6%
OF APPLICATIONS

SOCIAL

SCIENCES

309,980 
applications

+23,750 vs 2025

10.8%
OF APPLICATIONS

ENGINEERING & 

TECHNOLOGY

250,610 
applications

+33,640 vs 2025

8.8%
OF APPLICATIONS

MAIN SCHEME APPLICATIONS REMAIN HIGHEST TO SUBJECTS ALLIED TO MEDICINE 

Public

8.0%
OF APPLICATIONS

DESIGN, CREATIVE &

PERFORMING ARTS

229,800 
applications

-4,840 vs 2025

UCAS Equal Consideration Date 2026
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ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY HAS THE BIGGEST GROWTH IN APPLICATIONS, AS 
COMPUTING CONTINUES TO FALL

Public

+33,640

+23,750

+15,160

+14,290
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(CAH10) engineering and technology

(CAH15) social sciences

(CAH01) medicine and dentistry

(CAH02) subjects allied to medicine

(CAH16) law

(CAH26) geography, earth and environmental studies

(CAH06) agriculture, food and related studies

(CAH19) language and area studies

(CAH25) design, and creative and performing arts

(CAH11) computing

Applications by subject grouping (CAH1) – Biggest changes comparing 2025 to 2026 ECDs 

UCAS Equal Consideration Date 2026
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Percentage change in applications 2025 - 2026 

Comparison of change in application numbers by subject area (CAH1), 2025-26 change against 2019-26 change.

APPLICATIONS BY SUBJECT

Public UCAS Equal Consideration Date 2026
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MAXIMISE YOUR DASHBOARD 
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INCREASES IN PERCENTAGE OF UK18 APPLICATIONS WHERE INTENT IS TO 
LIVE AT HOME

Public
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Percentage of UK 18-year-old applications where an intention to live at home is 
declared

+0.9PP

Increase in the 
rate of 
declarations to 
live at home, 
2026 vs 2025

UCAS Equal Consideration Date 2026
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SCHOLARSHIPS AND BURSARIES SEARCH  TOOL

Public
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BUDGET CALCULATOR 

Public 
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A new, free, structured, two-year 
Careers Discovery Framework 
supporting consistency and 
quality across the curriculum, 
for ages 16-18.

UCAS.COM/DESTINATIONS
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FOR 2027 CYCLE 

IMPROVEMENTS 
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SETTING INTERNAL DEADLINES 

Public 
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SETTING INTERNAL DEADLINES 

Public 
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VIEW IN THE UCAS HUB 

Public 
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• NEW: For the 2027 cycle - applicants 
who share their care leaver status 
will be invited to contact UCAS to 
access a new application fee waiver

• For the 2027 cycle, care leavers and 
care experienced applicants will be 
able upload supporting information 
that they have been in care. 

STRENGTHENING SUPPORT 
FOR CARE LEAVERS 

Public 
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SUPPORTING STUDENTS WITH INDIVIDUAL NEEDS

Link to Adviser Toolkits
Link to student pages

Link to Supporter Toolkits

https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/toolkits/adviser-toolkit-supporting-students-with-individual-needs/supporting-care-experienced-students
https://www.ucas.com/applying/applying-to-university/students-with-individual-needs/undergraduate-care-experienced-students
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/toolkits/adviser-toolkit-supporting-students-with-individual-needs/supporters-toolkits-for-advising-students-with-individual-needs
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IMPROVING THE PROCESS

Public 

• From 2026 Clearing (direct applicants) and all 2027 entry applicants, students will have the 
option to upload supporting documents.

• Document types include:
➢Change of name
➢Care experience (UK only)
➢Visa and immigration status 
➢Passports
➢International qualifications
➢UK qualifications* (where relevant; students still in formal education are not expected to 

upload)

•  Uploading documents is optional and aims to support efficient, inclusive admissions.

•  Applicants must still complete all required information on the UCAS application.

•  Advisers cannot access uploaded documents and are not required to review or check them.
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DOCUMENT UPLOAD

Public 

An optional document upload feature integrated into the application journey.

Section​ Supporting documentation​ Relevant for

Personal Details​ Name change
(only required if different to qualification certificate. name)​

UK and International applicants​

Diversity 
and Inclusion​

Care experience UK applicants only​

Nationality Visa and passports International applicants only​

Education International qualifications:
•All relevant achieved qualifications
•English Language certificates  

(as entered on the UCAS application​)

International applicants

•Transcripts (e.g High School, SAT, ACT)​
•Translated qualifications
(not required to be entered on the UCAS application​)

Education​ UK qualifications
Uploading documents is not required for those still in UK formal 
education

UK mature applicants​
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EMPOWERING STUDENTS 
TO SHARE 
• A refreshed ‘More about you’ 

section launches within the 2027 
application. 

• Giving students the ability to 
provide detail on all applicable 
conditions,

• There will be a new question 
design to make this simpler. 

Public 
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www.ucas.com/advisers

Top 5 Resources for you :

1. Newsletters 

2. Annual Adviser guide

3. Adviser Toolkits

4. Your guide to UCAS Hub 

5. Adviser webinars 

Public
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CONNECT WITH US UCAS FOR ADVISERS 
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WHAT WE’VE BEEN HEARING 

PERSONAL STATEMENT REFLECTIONS 



30

CALLS 

Students 

SCAFFOLD 

Advisers 

HOLISTIC

Providers 

PERSONAL STATEMENT REFELCTIONS SO FAR … 

Public 

SNAPSHOT … STILL EARLY DAYS. 

ECD Provider Personal Statement Survey 2026 
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PLANNING FOR SUMMER

PREPARING YOUR STUDENTS
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USED DMP

5.8% of all 
applicants used 

Decline My Place

43,810

+1.4% since 2024

5.8%

DMP USERS PLACED

59.5% of those who 
used Decline My 

Place were placed 
at the end of the 

cycle

26,085

+2.9% since 2024

59.5%

CLEARING USED DMP

33.8% of people 
placed in Clearing 
were Decline My 

Place users

33.3% in 2024

33.8%

DECLINE MY PLACE

Public

UCAS End of Cycle 2025 
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Taking a few 
minutes to list 
courses you 
would be 
interested in.

This can help you 
feel more 
prepared if you 
choose to use 
Clearing. 

Check the best 
way to contact 
each university or 
college ahead of 
time. 

Check out their 
Clearing 
webpages for 
details. 

Have a few notes 
on why the 
course interests 
you, plus your 
grades (and 
personal 
statement if 
useful).

Have questions 
ready about 
location, 
accommodation, 
student life, and 
bursaries to help 
you find the right 
fit.

It’s also useful to 
ask if you can 
visit the campus? 

Remember 
universities and 
colleges want to 
speak to you, not 
your parents or 
anyone else.

Being prepared 
helps you take 
the lead and 
make confident 
decisions. 

MAKE A LIST OF 
TOP CHOICES

KNOW HOW TO 
CONTACT

KNOW WHY YOU 
WANT THAT PLACE

THINK ABOUT 
WHAT MATTERS TO 

YOU
TAKE CONTROL

5 STEPS TO PREP 

Public 
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Qualifications Scotland embargo:

Monday 28 July 18.00  – Tuesday 4 August 09.00 (UK time)

Level 3 (Joint Council for Qualifications) embargo: 

Friday 7 August 08.00  – Thursday 13 August 08:00 (UK time)

Download your Applicant Status Report (ASR).

PLANNING FOR THIS SUMMER

Public
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• The essentials explained.

• Confirmation and Clearing resources.

• Videos for your students 

• The results process in detail, to know 
what happens and when.

• A Clearing toolkit for parents.

C&C Adviser Toolkit 

https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/toolkits/confirmation-and-clearing-adviser-toolkit/confirmation-and-clearing-the-essentials#:~:text=Confirmation%20and%20Clearing%3A%20The%20essentials,-If%20you%E2%80%99re%20new
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/toolkits/confirmation-and-clearing-adviser-toolkit/confirmation-and-clearing-the-essentials#:~:text=Confirmation%20and%20Clearing%20resources
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/toolkits/confirmation-and-clearing-adviser-toolkit/confirmation-and-clearing-the-essentials#:~:text=Videos%20for%20your%20students
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/toolkits/confirmation-and-clearing-adviser-toolkit/confirmation-and-clearing-the-essentials#:~:text=Videos%20for%20your%20students
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/application-overview/results-process
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/clearing-and-results-day/what-clearing/clearing-guide-parents
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-resources-and-training/supporting-you-through-confirmation-and-clearing
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THE TOOLS YOU NEED 

EQUIPPING YOU WITH SUPPORT
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UCAS’ Adviser Help Team
0345 123 8001 
adviserhelp@ucas.ac.uk

Adviser Experience &  
Training Team 
training@ucas.ac.uk 

PLEASE FEEDBACK on 
today’s presentationCONNECT WITH US UCAS FOR ADVISERS 

CONNECT WITH US

mailto:adviserhelp@ucas.ac.uk
mailto:training@ucas.ac.uk


Fundamentals
For new Registered Centres and 
Teachers/Advisers to UCAS!

A practical training day designed to 
give you the skills, support and clarity 
required to support your students in 
each UCAS cycle.

Join us at our UCAS Headquarters or 
on the road throughout the U.K.

https://www.ucas.com/events/adviser-fundamentals-474111
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/ucas-for-advisers/


TRAINING To support you

Professional 
Development Platform

Learn more about UCAS, 
with free short training 
courses via our 
dedicated professional 
development platform.

Bespoke Personalised 
Training

We can work with you to 
develop training specific to 
you and your team’s 
needs.

Adviser 
Webinars

Join us to hear from UCAS 
teams and sector experts 
on the latest topics. Live or 
on demand! 

https://pdp.ucas.com/
https://pdp.ucas.com/
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/tools-and-resources-help-you/training-support-you#:~:text=agenda%20and%20dates-,Personalised%20sessions,-Want%20to%20better
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/news/adviser-lives
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SOME GOOD READS: 

Public 

UCAS insight reports:

We have released multiple impact reports that discuss 
pertinent issues in education and skills; the key ones 
discussed today were: 

1. Where next? What influences the choice school 
leavers make (2021)

2. Project Next Generation: Six themes that influence 
student choice (2023)

3. Where next? Who applies for Level 4 and 5 
qualifications? – December (2024) 

https://www.ucas.com/data-and-analysis/undergraduate-statistics-and-reports/ucas-reports
https://www.ucas.com/data-and-analysis/undergraduate-statistics-and-reports/ucas-reports#where-next-what-influences-the-choices-school-leavers-make%E2%80%93-april-2021:~:text=(183.86%20KB)-,Where%20next%3F%20What%20influences%20the%20choices%20school%20leavers%20make%3F%C2%A0%E2%80%93%20April%202021,-A%20ground%2Dbreaking
https://www.ucas.com/data-and-analysis/undergraduate-statistics-and-reports/ucas-reports#where-next-what-influences-the-choices-school-leavers-make%E2%80%93-april-2021:~:text=(183.86%20KB)-,Where%20next%3F%20What%20influences%20the%20choices%20school%20leavers%20make%3F%C2%A0%E2%80%93%20April%202021,-A%20ground%2Dbreaking
https://www.ucas.com/data-and-analysis/undergraduate-statistics-and-reports/ucas-reports#where-next-what-influences-the-choices-school-leavers-make%E2%80%93-april-2021:~:text=(183.86%20KB)-,Where%20next%3F%20What%20influences%20the%20choices%20school%20leavers%20make%3F%C2%A0%E2%80%93%20April%202021,-A%20ground%2Dbreaking
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/news/reports-and-insights#:~:text=Read%20the%20report-,Project%20Next%20Generation,-In%202023%2C%20we
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/news/reports-and-insights#:~:text=Read%20the%20report-,Project%20Next%20Generation,-In%202023%2C%20we
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/news/reports-and-insights#:~:text=Read%20the%20report-,Project%20Next%20Generation,-In%202023%2C%20we
https://www.ucas.com/data-and-analysis/undergraduate-statistics-and-reports/ucas-reports/where-next-who-applies-level-4-and-5-qualifications
https://www.ucas.com/data-and-analysis/undergraduate-statistics-and-reports/ucas-reports/where-next-who-applies-level-4-and-5-qualifications
https://www.ucas.com/data-and-analysis/undergraduate-statistics-and-reports/ucas-reports/where-next-who-applies-level-4-and-5-qualifications
https://www.ucas.com/data-and-analysis/undergraduate-statistics-and-reports/ucas-reports/where-next-who-applies-level-4-and-5-qualifications
https://www.ucas.com/data-and-analysis/undergraduate-statistics-and-reports/ucas-reports/where-next-who-applies-level-4-and-5-qualifications
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• Information, advice and guidance
• What you need to know video
• Resources for internal staff training
• Classroom resources
• Checklists 
• Poster
• FAQs

Personal statement classroom resources

https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/pre-application-support/personal-statements-2026-entry-onwards
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/pre-application-support/personal-statements-2026-entry-onwards
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/pre-application-support/personal-statements-2026-entry-onwards#:~:text=New%20personal%20statements%3A%20What%20you%20need%20to%20know
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/pre-application-support/personal-statements-2026-entry-onwards#:~:text=New%20personal%20statements%3A%20What%20you%20need%20to%20know
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/pre-application-support/personal-statements-2026-entry-onwards#:~:text=Resources%20and%20training%20for%20the%20new%20personal%20statement
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/pre-application-support/personal-statements-2026-entry-onwards#:~:text=Resources%20and%20training%20for%20the%20new%20personal%20statement
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/pre-application-support/personal-statements-2026-entry-onwards/personal-statement-2026-entry-classroom-resources#:~:text=More%20information-,Classroom%20resources,-Introductory%20slides
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/pre-application-support/personal-statements-2026-entry-onwards/personal-statement-2026-entry-classroom-resources#:~:text=More%20information-,Classroom%20resources,-Introductory%20slides
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/pre-application-support/personal-statements-2026-entry-onwards/personal-statement-2026-entry-classroom-resources#:~:text=(133.05%20KB)-,Personal%20statement%20checklists,-We%27ve%20created%20some
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/pre-application-support/personal-statements-2026-entry-onwards/personal-statement-2026-entry-classroom-resources#:~:text=(133.05%20KB)-,Personal%20statement%20checklists,-We%27ve%20created%20some
https://www.ucas.com/file/955926/download?token=zZwvJk9c
https://www.ucas.com/file/955926/download?token=zZwvJk9c
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/pre-application-support/personal-statements-2026-entry-onwards#:~:text=FAQs%20for%202026%20personal%20statements
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/pre-application-support/personal-statements-2026-entry-onwards#:~:text=FAQs%20for%202026%20personal%20statements
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www.ucas.com/parents

Public
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