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RESTRICTION OF ACCESS TO A THESIS
Given that the University has an open access policy on research outputs and the expectation is that all theses and portfolios will be available within the Library repository, you will need to provide details about why your work should not be shared. Access to a thesis deposited in the Library shall be unrestricted unless, for reasons of confidentiality, the Board of Studies (Doctoral) has approved a proposal which states the reasons for such restricted access, and the period of time for which the restriction should hold.
A temporary, 12-month, restriction to just the electronic copy of the thesis requires no formal permission and can be readily secured when uploading the final thesis to the library repository. 

This form is for use when: a comprehensive restriction of both the electronic and printed copies of the thesis is needed, the nature of a pre-approved restriction has changed, or a restriction for more than 12 months is needed. However, lengthy restrictions are infrequently approved; all students are encouraged to reassess the situation as an initial period of restriction draws to a close, and to apply for further restriction if still necessary.
The Board may consider a thesis restriction to be appropriate where the thesis contains material that is:

· Commercially sensitive - in these cases an embargo can provide time for a concept to be brought to market or for more formal protection, such as a patent, to be applied for. To support such a case, please include details – e.g. an estimated timeline for preparation of a patent, and evidence – e.g. an email from Research and Innovation Services/ Supervisor confirming contractual intellectual property restrictions already agreed with your sponsor.

· Ethically sensitive - in these cases an embargo can provide time for ethical sensitivities to lessen, where the thesis includes material relating to an identifiable organisation or service; although situations of this type should be avoided as far as possible.
· Part of a future publication –to support such a case, please provide details of your publishing plans: whether the paper is currently in draft form, under review, or has been accepted; the typical lag time from acceptance to publication in your chosen journal, and information about the journal’s position on pre-publication within a thesis (usually included within a publisher’s ‘information for authors’).
The completed form should be emailed to the Doctoral College. 
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