Covid-19 — Week Eight Check In Survey: Response from the Department of Biology and
Biochemistry — PGR — PhD programmes

Dear All

Thanks to everyone who responded to the Week 8 Check In Survey run by the University. |
have now had a chance to look at the comments from PGR students in our department and
as for the week 4 survey wanted to give you a summary of the main issues raised and the
actions that have been taken.

Communications with PGR students. This was the most common issue raised by those who
responded. This has also been discussed at previous Faculty Doctoral Studies Committee
(FDSC) meetings and the FDSC provided feedback to the Faculty. Communication with PGR
students was also raised at the recent Faculty of Science PGR Open Forum. The Faculty have
listened to this feedbak and committed to improving communications with PGR students.
Based on comments in the week 8 survey it is clear some of you already feel there has been
a notable improvement, but please continue to feedback to me and others on this issue.

PGR social events. A number of you who responded again indicated that it has been more
difficult to get to know other people due to a lack of in person social events. Some also
indicated that although virtual alternatives had been organised these were sometimes
attended by large numbers making it hard to get to know people at such meetings. | have
discussed these issues with PGBio who already organise a range of social activities for PGRs
in the dept. The regular coffee mornings run by PGBio are usually not attended by very large
groups. But in future if the numbers attending become too large at this and similar events,
PGBio plan to open break out rooms to allow smaller groups to talk. PGBio are also already
considering if any in person outdoor activities for small groups, such as “walk breaks” can
now be undertaken within the Tier 2 guidelines we are currently under in this area.
However, any such activities will require preparation of appropriate risk assessments and
approvals before PGBio can facilitate them. | would encourage you to also contact PGBio
directly to talk about PGR social events they run or are planning, and to make suggestions
(pgbhio@bath.ac.uk).

Students feeling Isolated and unsupported. Several students who responded provided
comments that indicated they felt isolated and/or not supported in their studies. | am keen
to ensure that all PGR students in our dept feel included and supported, and | would
encourage any students who feel isolated or unsupported to contact me directly so we can
try to find ways to resolve this. | have also contacted all academics in the dept who
supervise PGR students to raise awareness of this issue. In addition, please also remember
that Student Services offer a wide range of support for Doctoral

Students (https://www.bath.ac.uk/campaigns/student-services-for-doctoral-students/), and
can also offer advice and support to students who may be facing a wide range of issues.
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Finally it was also good to see again a range of positive comments about PGR student
experiences in the Dept and the wide ranging support many of you have received from
supervisors.

As usual, please feel free to contact me at any time if you require help or support with any
issues you may be facing. | will be happy to talk things over with you (in confidence if
required) and will help in any way | can.
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