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Subject: Update on enhancements to teaching in Semester 2  
  
Dear Final Year Students, 
 
Good evening. 
 
We are looking forward to welcoming you back in Semester 2.   We have a range of plans to 
resume our Bath Blend of learning and teaching and will offer a mix of activities from 
February onwards.   
 
Of course, all our plans are subject to whatever Covid rules are in place at the time, but we 
will be doing everything we can to make sure you have the best possible experience, in a 
safe environment, as you continue your studies with us here at Bath. 
 
Learning and teaching 
Thank you for your engagement with the Bath Blend in Semester 1 and for providing 
invaluable feedback in the two student surveys we have run over the past few weeks.  
In Biology & Biochemistry, we have used your feedback to enhance the way we deliver the 
Bath Blend. We have addressed comments associated with workload and IPT delivery, while 
retaining flexibility in when you study. We continue to ensure that all learning outcomes can 
be achieved regardless of study mode. 
 
The Department has taken on board your constructive suggestions and feedback from the 
week 4 and week 8 survey.  Here are our proposed plans for Semester 2: 
 
Positive aspects that we will retain are pre-recorded content and LOILs (offered as 
consolidation sessions or live webinars).  
 
The most popular request from you was to link IPT sessions to units. Hence, we propose to 
include for: 
 
Lecture-based units - timetabled slots for units will be spread over the semester where the 
teaching team will run sessions to support your learning (e.g. Q&A or workshops etc). 
 
Seminar-linked units - support in the form of formative feed-forward sessions or an 
opportunity to practice your talks on campus with academic staff or peers. 
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Techniques-based lab sessions - Some students wanted an opportunity to develop lab-based 
techniques, so we will set aside some lab days for final year students to do this. Priority will 
be given to non-placement students but we will try our best to accommodate those of you 
who sign up for it. 
 
Please remember that if you are coming to campus for self-study sessions you need to book 
a slot via the online booking system. 
 
Whether you have stayed with us here in Bath over the winter break or are returning to the 
city, we are looking forward to continuing to offer you high quality learning and teaching, 
building on all we have learnt so far in this exceptional year, whilst prioritising the safety 
and wellbeing of our community.  
 
Any questions regarding this email, please speak to your personal tutor, Director of Studies 
or the Director of Teaching.  
 
If you have any concerns relating to returning to campus / Bath or your personal wellbeing 
do not hesitate to contact your Personal Tutor or reach out to Student Services for further 
support.  
 
If you would like to discuss your individual circumstances The SU Advice & Support is also 
available remotely.  
 
Lastly, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all the very best in 2021. 
 
With thanks, 
 
David  
 
Professor David Tosh 
Head of Department of Biology & Biochemistry 
University of Bath 
Claverton Down 
Bath BA2 7AY 
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