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Hello everyone,  
 
Today marks the end of IPT taking place on campus, although LOILs and other online 
activities may continue for the rest of the week. But of course, many of you have already 
travelled away from Bath to spend the vacation and Christmas period at home. As far as I 
can tell, that has worked smoothly – so thank you for getting yourselves sorted.  
 
Last time I wrote to the whole NatSci student group, it was after the week 4 survey and I 
explained what we were going to try to do about issues raised in that survey. The follow-up 
survey in week 8 suggests that things have improved for many of you which is really good to 
know. Having said that, there is still plenty we can try to do to improve the academic 
offering for you in Semester 2. I am also aware that there is a number of students for which 
the academic offering is not working and that number has stayed constant between week 4 
and week 8.  
 
I have spoken again to the subject departments (B&B, Chemistry, Pharmacology & Physics), 
to the two NatSci DoS (Susan and Gary) and am waiting to hear back from the SSLC after 
their meeting on Friday this week. Based on that, and subject to suggestions from SSLC, here 
are the things that I think we are hoping will improve for next semester: 
 
Timetables – these will still come in two parts for S2 (LOILs will appear on MyTimetable, and 
IPT will be posted on the NatSci moodle pages both of which will be available to you in the 
middle of January) but we will provide guidance on merging the two timetables to create a 
single document and I will run a small number of online drop-in sessions for support and 
general timetabling questions in week 1. 
 
LOILs and Online Lectures – in both cases, I believe that departments are trying hard to 
make clear to students when lectures will be released and which LOILs will be used. In 
particular, they will continue to work on making sure that the amount of material and 
interaction is not overwhelming.  
 
IPT – this is where I think there will be most change for next semester. I am pleased to say 
that for Year 1 & Year 2 students, there will be a small amount of practical work in 
Chemistry. NatSci has also recruited a number of PhD students to provide B&B sessions for 
Year 1 students that are directly linked to the units that you are taking. For Year 2 B&B, we 
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are also working towards having a small number of unit-specific sessions. For students in 
Year 3+, B&B and Physics are hoping that they can also provide a small number of unit-
specific IPT sessions delivered by academic staff that will be bookable. For Pharmacology, I 
think there will be a small number of workshops offered, similar to the provision from this 
semester. The offerings will be the same for NatSci students as it is for single honours 
students. I also took the decision to increase flexibility in the IPT offering which means that 
we may use 2 hour slots in IPT where you will have led-sessions and also 2 hour slots that 
can be used for individual or group study. The hope then is that you will feel more benefit 
from coming onto campus to engage in the activities.  
 
Before any of this happens, of course, we have both a vacation and an assessment period.  
To avoid creating confusion, I would direct you to the student home pages 
https://www.bath.ac.uk/students/ to get information about the assessments. You should 
also check any information you have been given by individual unit convenors and messages 
from your DoS.  
 
In terms of the vacation, whether staying in Bath or spending time elsewhere, please do 
take time to rest and relax. Its been a very intense period since the end of Semester and so I 
think everyone needs a bit of time to reset. If you have concerns or worries, please do get in 
touch with your personal tutor or make use of Student Services 
(https://www.bath.ac.uk/professional-services/student-services/) for help and support. And 
if you have any general comments or suggestions that you would like to share with me, I’d 
be very happy to hear from you.  
 
With my very best wishes 
Jane 
 
Dr K A Jane White 
Head of Natural Sciences 
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