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Falling Through the Cracks Study (Donnelly and O’Brien,2019)

Online Survey       N=116 respondents (social work practitioners)

Legislative Provision Survey Respondent Ratings

Duty to secure adult involvement in decision-
making

94% of respondents felt this would be helpful or very helpful

Duty to Report 91% of respondents felt this would be helpful or very helpful

Mandatory Reporting  61% of respondents felt this would be helpful or very helpful

Duty to Cooperate 92% of respondents felt this would be helpful or very helpful

Duty to consider importance of providing 
advocacy and other services

91% reported this would be helpful or very helpful of respondents felt this 
would be helpful or very helpful

Duty to Provide Assistance 90% of respondents felt this would be helpful or very helpful

Power to obtain information 88% of respondents felt this would be helpful or very helpful

Banning Orders
89% of respondents felt this would be helpful or very helpful

Assessment Orders 79% of respondents felt this would be helpful or very helpful

Removal Orders 75% of respondents felt this would be helpful or very helpful



Additional protections 
required to ensure that 
adults at risk are fully 

safeguarded
(Donnelly and O’Brien,2019)

MANDATORY RESPONSE

“My experience in relation to safeguarding,

people are certainly willing to refer but

there’s a risk that nobody wants to do the

safeguarding. Safeguarding as everybody’s

business is another great cliché…But again I

make the point, one person or one team on

their own is not going to save anybody, it’s

not going to reduce the risk. It is a

multiagency and multidisciplinary effort so I

think anything that would formalise that

approach more. I would certainly welcome

that. Because my experience has been to

date that…you know some individuals and

professionals see safeguarding as merely

reporting and that’s it.”





http://researchrepository.ucd.ie/handle/10197/9369
http://researchrepository.ucd.ie/handle/10197/9369

