
SciFinder 
What is SciFinder? 

SciFinder is produced by CAS, a division of the American Chemical Society.  It is the most comprehensive database of 

information for chemistry and related subjects including biochemistry, chemical engineering, pharmacology and chemical 

physics.  SciFinder indexes over 10,000 journals plus the chemistry content from all major patent offices.  It also includes 

Medline records (Medline is a database of medical literature).  74% of the content comes from journals, 16% from 

patents and about 5% from conferences.  Comprehensive coverage of the literature goes back to about 1907.  Some 

features were added later, for example cited articles were added from 1997 and reaction conditions from 2003.  You can 

find more about SciFinder content here: http://www.cas.org/content/at-a-glance 

SciFinder contains over 87 million substances, 65 million sequences and 58 million reactions.  

You can search SciFinder by topic, compound name, CAS registry number, molecular formula, structure, substructure or 

reaction. 

 

 

Use SciFinder for the most comprehensive literature searching of chemistry related topics and also to answer questions 

such as "has this compound ever been made?"  It is also very useful for finding physical and chemical property data such 

as melting and boiling points and graphical spectra.  The property data is derived from the journals and patents indexed 

by SciFinder plus additional collections from Wiley, AIST and other sources.

 

 



How to access SciFinder: 

You first need to register for a username and password: http://www.bath.ac.uk/library/pass.bho/scifinder.html 

You will be sent an e-mail with a link to click to confirm your registration. 

To access SciFinder: 

1.  Search for ‘SciFinder’ in the Library catalogue OR 

2. From the Library homepage, select ‘Resources for your subject’ and choose your subject area 

(Chemistry/Chemical Engineering/Biology and Biochemistry/Pharmacy and Pharmacology/Physics). There is a 

link in the 'databases' section. 

 

You can use SciFinder off-campus: access via the Library as above or save this link in your web browser: 

http://libproxy.bath.ac.uk/login?url=http://scifinder.cas.org 

 

 

 

Help with using SciFinder: 

Training sessions for postgraduates and staff are available via the PG Skills Programme: 

http://www.bath.ac.uk/learningandteaching/rdu/courses/pgskills/ 

There are training materials available from CAS http://www.cas.org/training/scifinder 

This video gives an excellent overview of all of the main features of SciFinder: 

http://web.cas.org/support/scifinder/newinterface_helptutorial.html 

Please see your subject librarian for further information and help. 
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