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Student Visa Application Guide (Outside the UK) 

Last updated: 11/02/2026 

 

1. Overview 

If you are an international student coming to study in the UK for a course lasting more than 6 

months, you may need to apply for a Student visa before travelling to the UK. This includes 

applicants from the EU, EEA (except Ireland) and Switzerland, unless you hold another form 

of immigration status. 

You must complete an online application, pay the Immigration Health Surcharge (IHS) and 

the visa fee, and (if required) attend a biometric appointment before travelling. 

 

2. Documents and Information You Will Need 

Before starting your online Student visa application, you must ensure that you have all the 

required documents and that they meet UKVI rules. Preparing these in advance will help 

prevent delays in submitting your application 

Essential documents (required for all applicants) 

• Valid passport 

This must be the same passport that we have listed on your CAS. 

 

• Confirmation of Acceptance for Studies (CAS) number  

Issued by the University of Bath once you have met all conditions of your offer. 

Ensure you copy the CAS number exactly as shown. 

 

• Financial evidence 

You must show that you have enough money to pay: 

o First-year tuition fees (exact amount listed on your CAS) 

o £10,539 for living costs if your course is 9 months or longer 

Financial documents must meet UKVI requirements and include translations if not in 

English. If using parental funds, include: 

o Bank statements 

o Your birth certificate 

o A parental consent letter confirming they will support you financially 

 

• Evidence of English language ability 
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This may be proof of an English Language test (e.g. IELTs), a UK degree, or 

University assessment. If your English language has been assessed by the 

University, you will not need to provide evidence. Please check your CAS for 

confirmation 

• Translations of documents 

Any document not in English must be accompanied by a certified translation meeting 

UKVI standards.  

Additional documents (required depending on your circumstances) 

• ATAS certificate 

Required only if your CAS states that your course needs ATAS clearance (usually for 

certain science and engineering subjects). You must obtain the certificate before 

applying for your visa. 

 

• Accommodation information 

If you have arranged accommodation, include the address. If not, you can state your 

plans (there is no requirement to book in advance). 

 

• Scholarship documentation 

If you are funded by an official financial sponsor (e.g. Chevening, Commonwealth, 

Marshall, Fulbright), provide your sponsorship letter confirming 

o Duration of sponsorship 

o Amount provided 

o Confirmation that your funding is confirmed 

 

• Parental consent (if under 18) 

Students aged 16–17 must show written parental consent and proof of relationship. 

 

• National identity card 

Include details if you hold one issued by your national government. 

 

3. The Application Form 

This guide will take you through each individual step of the application process. If you have 

any questions regarding the application that are not answered by this guide, please get in 

contact with The Student Immigration Service on studentimmigrationservice@bath.ac.uk.  

We strongly suggest that you read the UK Government guidance and the information on the 

University of Bath website before making your visa application.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.bath.ac.uk/professional-services/student-immigration-service/
mailto:studentimmigrationservice@bath.ac.uk
https://www.gov.uk/student-visa
https://www.bath.ac.uk/guides/apply-for-a-student-visa-from-outside-the-uk/
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Click Start now to begin the 

application 

 

You’ll first be asked where you plan 

to live in the UK. This will most likely 

be the first option if you are studying 

at the University of Bath. 
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EU/EEA/Swiss Passports 

If you hold an EU, EEA or Swiss passport, you 

will: 

• Create a UKVI account 

• Use the UK Immigration: ID check app 

to upload biometrics 

• Continue the rest of the form online 

(skip to page 5)  

Non-EU Passports 

You will proceed to select your Visa 

Application Centre (VAC) and confirm that 

you can attend an appointment. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-the-uk-immigration-id-check-app
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You will be asked to register your 

email address (use one you 

check regularly) and provide a 

telephone number. 
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You must also confirm 

whether you hold a 

scholarship such as: 

• Fulbright 

• Marshall 

• Chevening 

• Commonwealth 

 

You will also need to enter 

your CAS number which 

The Student Immigration 

Service will have sent you. 

Please ensure that you 

have copied this exactly 

from your CAS statement. 
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You will then enter: 

• Full name as shown in your 

passport 

• Gender 

• Relationship status 
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You must also provide: 

• Home address and 

residential status 

• A correspondence address 

if different 

• Duration at address and 

whether you own/rent the 

property 

If you live with family, select 

Other and provide more 

detail. 
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Provide: 

• Passport number 

• Issuing authority/country 

• Issue and expiry dates 

If you hold a national identity 

card, enter those details. 

 

You must also declare all 

nationalities you hold. 
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Please enter your nationality, 

country, and date of birth in 

this section. If you have more 

than one nationality, please 

include the nationality under 

which you are applying for a 

Student Visa.  

You need to ensure that this 

matches the passport you will 

be using for your application 

and that your passport will be 

valid for at least 6 months from 

the day you intend to travel to 

the UK.  

 

Please also declare whether you 

hold any other nationalities. If 

you answer yes, you will be 

prompted for further details. 
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You will be asked whether 

you previously met UKVI 

English requirements. 

Check the "evidence 

used to obtain CAS" 

section of your CAS 

statement. 

 

You will also choose a 

spoken language 

preference, selecting 

English is advised. 

 

You must declare if you 

received an English 

qualification in the UK as 

a minor. 
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You should answer ‘yes’ to 

the Higher Education 

Provider with a track 

record of compliance 

question. Only answer 

‘yes’ to the ‘gifted 

student’ question if we 

have confirmed this on 

your CAS statement. 

 

Please include anyone 

here that relies on your 

financial support, 

whether they are travelling 

with you to the UK or not. 
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You will need to provide 

details about your parents in 

this section. You must also 

declare if you have any family 

who live in the UK. 

 

If you know where you will 

live, select Yes and enter the 

full address. 

If not, select No and provide 

your plans. 

If you have booked University 

accommodation but it isn’t 

confirmed yet, use the 

University of Bath address. 
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If you have previously been 

to the UK in the past 10 

years you will need to 

declare this.  

If so, you will need to provide 

additional details for up to 

three of your most recent 

visits on the next section. 
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Select whether you are 

coming to the UK as part 

of an organized group. 

 

You must also list other 

overseas travel during 

the past 10 years. 
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You should aim to arrive 

in the UK within 30 days 

before your course starts. 

 

You must declare if you have: 

• Previously breached UK 

immigration rules 

• Been refused a visa 

• Been deported or removed 

• Any criminal convictions 

Answer all questions honestly, 

failure to disclose information may 

result in refusal. 
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Please answer all the 

following questions as 

honestly and openly as 

possible. 
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Please enter these details: 

Sponsor licence number: 

C2DENCHX0 

Sponsor address: 

University of Bath 

Claverton Down 

Bath  

BA2 7AY 
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Select Higher Education 

Provider with a track 

record of compliance. 

 

Please check this on your 

CAS statement. Most of 

our applicants should 

select ‘yes’. If you will be 

studying the MPharm 

course based at The 

University of Plymouth 

campus, you will need to 

select ‘no’ and put this 

address:  

University of Plymouth, 

Drake Circus, Plymouth, 

PL4 8AA 
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If you applied for an 

Undergraduate course, you 

would have applied 

through UCAS. Please 

select ‘yes’ and provide 

your UCAS number. 

 

If your course requires 

ATAS, provide the 

reference number. 

You will have already been 

informed if your course 

requires ATAS clearance 

and should have a valid 

ATAS certificate at the time 

of your application. 
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Please answer according 

to your circumstances. 

If you are receiving official 

financial sponsorship, 

you will either have a 

signed document 

confirming the funding is in 

place and ready to be 

disbursed by an official 

sponsor, or it will be 

confirmed on your CAS 

statement.  

 

 

You must enter your 

course name, 

qualification level, and 

course dates exactly as 

written on your CAS. 

If using the ID Check App, 

your screens may look 

different, but the required 

answers remain the same. 
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Please confirm whether 

you have paid any of your 

accommodation fees yet. 

Please note that this only 

includes accommodation 

fees paid directly to the 

University of Bath, not to 

any private 

accommodation. If you 

have paid any 

accommodation fees, 

these will not be confirmed 

on your CAS statement, 

and you will need to 

provide receipts as 

evidence for these 

payments. (up to a 

maximum of £1,529) 
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Please ensure that the 

course fees match exactly 

what we have written on 

your CAS statement. If you 

have already paid a 

deposit the amount will be 

confirmed on your CAS so 

you can select this answer 

if applicable. 

 

 

Please confirm if any of 

your funds are held in the 

form of a Student Loan.  
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You must show: 

• £10,539 for living costs (9 

months) if studying for at least 1 

year in Bath 

• Funds ideally in your name 

If using parents’/guardians’ accounts, 

provide: 

• Bank statements 

• Birth certificate 

• Letter of financial support 

If documents are not in English, provide 

certified translations.  

If using a student loan, ensure it meets 

UKVI requirements. 

 

 

Before submitting, you may 

add extra information (e.g., 

study gaps). 
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You will then be shown a document 

checklist, tailored to your answers. 

If invited, you may need to attend a 

credibility interview. 

 

 

You must confirm that you 

understand your visa conditions. 

 

Once you submit your declaration, 

your form is locked, you cannot 

change your answers. 
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You will then: 

1. Pay the Immigration 

Health Surcharge (IHS) 

2. Pay the visa application 

fee 

3. Book your biometric 

appointment at your 

selected Visa Application 

Centre if you did not use 

the UK Immigration: ID 

Check App. 
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4. Final Steps and Further Support 

Once you have submitted your online application, paid the required fees, and (if needed) 

attended your biometric appointment, you are nearly at the end of the Student visa 

application process. 

 

1. Attend Your Biometric Appointment (if required) 

If you are not eligible to use the UK Immigration: ID Check App, you must attend a 

biometric appointment at the Visa Application Centre you selected. During this appointment 

you will: 

• Have your fingerprints scanned 

• Have your photograph taken 

• Upload or submit any remaining supporting documents 

Make sure you bring your passport and arrive at the correct time. 

Applicants using the ID Check App will not attend a biometric appointment, your identity has 

been verified digitally. 

 

2. Processing of Your Application 

Once your biometrics have been recorded (or verified digitally), your application will be 

passed to UK Visas and Immigration (UKVI) for assessment. 

Standard processing times: 

• Applications made outside the UK normally take around 3 weeks to process. 

• Priority or Super Priority services may be available for an additional fee, depending 

on your location. 

Processing times may vary due to: 

• Seasonal demand (e.g. July-October) 

• Requests from UKVI for additional information 

• Local capacity at your Visa Application Centre 

Check your email regularly, including junk/spam folders. 

 

3. Receiving a Decision - Your eVisa 

If your Student visa application is successful, you will receive a digital immigration status, 

known as an eVisa. 
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You will not receive a sticker (vignette) in your passport. 

UKVI will email you instructions explaining how to: 

• Create or access your UKVI account 

• View your eVisa online 

• Prove your immigration status when needed (for travel, right to study checks, 

etc.) 

Your eVisa contains your visa conditions and the dates you are permitted to enter the UK. 

Please check your details carefully and if anything is incorrect, contact the Student 

Immigration Service immediately for advice. 

 

4. Planning Your Travel to the UK 

Do not finalise non-refundable travel arrangements until you have received confirmation that 

your visa has been granted. 

You must not arrive in the UK before the date your eVisa allows you to enter. 

For most students, this will be up to 1 month before your course start date. 

On arrival in the UK, you may be asked to log in to your UKVI account to show your digital 

status. 

If your visa is refused, please contact the Student Immigration Service before submitting a 

new application. 

 

Need Assistance? 

If you have questions during or after your application, please contact:  

studentimmigrationservice@bath.ac.uk 

 

 

 

 


