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Analysing interview and focus group data (thematic analysis)

Session Summary

Thematic analysis is about finding patterns in qualitative data. In this

introductory session, we will discuss some of the challenges to conducting

qualitative analysis, before looking at Thematic Analysis in detail. We will

go through Braun and Clarke’s (2006) six-phase approach to Thematic

Analysis and see some examples of how this method can be applied in

practice. We will then proceed to the bulk of the workshop: coding

interview transcripts. You will work in small groups to analyse interview

transcripts in relation to a research question. By the end of the session, the

whole workshop group will combine their analysis with the aim of

identifying broad themes (patterns) that capture the interview data set.

By the end of this workshop you will have:

Gained experience of how to analyse a qualitative data set.

Developed an appreciation for the myriad of problems inherent to

qualitative data analysis.

Appreciated the importance of following robust qualitative data analysis

procedures for your own research.
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Thematic analysis is about finding patterns (themes) in qualitative data. 

Participants will find these patterns in an interview data set using Braun

and Clarke’s (2006) approach to Thematic Analysis.

Through individual and group work, the session will culminate with the

entire workshop class identifying overarching themes for a research

question.
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