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The use of Augmented Reality (AR) for the teaching of evolution

Lead Supervisor: Prof Edward Feil, Department of Biology & Biochemistry
Co-Supervisors:  Prof Danae Stanton Fraser, Department of Psychology, and
Prof Eamonn O’Neill, Department of Computer Science

Project description:

In addition to the early applications of augmented reality (AR) to gaming, medical, and
engineering applications, there have also been some promising educational applications
exploring the potential of AR. However, more research is required to evaluate how AR can
enhance learning, and how to ensure teachers and students can regularly use the technology
without extensive hands-on support from researchers. Evolutionary science has recently been
introduced in to the National Curriculum at primary school level, and in this project we
propose to develop affordable prototype AR platforms designed to aid in the teaching of the
broad principals of evolution at primary level. The multidisciplinary supervisory team includes
expertise in evolutionary biology, computer science and educational psychology. The project
will aim to: Evaluate current AR platforms used in primary education; Identify those key
evolutionary concepts which students or teachers find the most problematic; Trial and
evaluate AR platforms at outreach events held in the Milner Centre; Trial the technologies in
the classroom through our established contacts with local schools.

Candidate:

Applicants should hold, or expect to receive, a First Class or high Upper Second Class UK
Honours degree (or the equivalent qualification gained outside the UK) in a relevant subject.
A master’s level qualification would also be advantageous.

Applications:

Informal enquiries should be directed to Prof Edward Feil, e.feil@bath.ac.uk.

Formal applications should be made via the University of Bath’s online application form.

On the application form, please ensure that you quote ‘Evolution Education Trust’ in the
Finance section and the supervisor’s name and project title in the ‘Your research interests’
section. Should you wish to be considered for more than project, quote the projects in order
of preference and upload a separate personal statement relevant to each one.

Please see our Doctoral College website for more information on how to apply for a PhD at
Bath.

Application deadline: 30 April 2019.
Interviews will take place in Bath on 14 June 2019.

Anticipated start date: 30 September 2019.
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