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The sustainability problèmatique

How can we all live well now, in a way that will enable everyone in 

the future to live well?
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Age Ambition Betrayal Blasphemy

Death Education Faith Fear

Happiness Hate Health Hope

Love Loyalty Lust Poverty

Peace Racism Revenge Sin

Sorrow Speciesism Tolerance Virginity
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1. Virtues and Attributes – Betrayal Hope    Love

2. Foes and Fallacies – Blasphemy Faith    Sin  

3. Amenities and Goods – Ambition Age Peace
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1. Virtues and Attributes – Betrayal Hope    Love

2. Foes and Fallacies – Blasphemy Faith    Sin  

3. Amenities and Goods – Ambition Age Peace

“This is a book to be dipped into and savoured over time.” 

“[It is] deeply humane and subtle in its thought as well as being imbued 
with a rare spirit of the enlightenment.”
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A few draft chapter ideas

The circular economy Climate change Education

Globalisation Legislation Mindfulness

Meat eating Nature Poverty  

Resilience Species loss Sustainable development 
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Our three sections

1. Issues  the real challenges we now face because of our own 

past and present activities.  

2. Concepts the ideas and mental frameworks that we use us to 

think about and understand these challenges.

3. Strategies the means through which such challenges might be 

addressed and possibly resolved or overcome. 

William Scott & Paul Vare



The World We'll Leave Behind 
grasping the sustainability challenge

A few discarded chapter titles

Business as usual Deep ecology Earth education 

A good life Holism Legislation

Mitigation Nudge theory Sociobiology

Soil errosion Taxation Technological fixes 
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The pitch to publishers

Nature – a concept

Eating meat – an issue

The circular economy – a strategy
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Writing a chapter…

Consider dominant and alternative perspectives

Investigate background, key actors, events, statistics

Select example(s) to illustrate the theme

Think about implications for global well-being / sustainability
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Which chapters would you choose …

… if you were living in the 1780s?
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Fence now meets fence in owners' little bounds
Of field and meadow large as garden grounds
In little parcels little minds to please
With men and flocks imprisoned ill at ease …

From ‘The Mores’ by John Clare 
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Issues

Concepts

Strategies
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