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Abstract 

For more than half a century, Colombia has experienced armed conflict between government 

forces and illegal organizations. Far from collapsing in the midst of violence, universities in 

Colombia, including the most elite, have transformed themselves to consolidate democracy 

and contribute to peace. Innovations have been made in relation to widening access including 

reaching out to young people who had previously been members of guerrilla movements. In 

addition, interdisciplinary research centres have been designed to contribute to peace and 

sustainability and transformative pedagogy has opened dialogues with excluded 

communities. The presentation will focus on how such innovations came into being, how 

major obstacles were overcome and the lessons for universities in other countries.   
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