
Walk the Talk:
Circular Economy in Action





Business

Institutions, 
Governments 
& Cities

Learning

Systemic 
Initiatives

Insight & 
Analysis

Business-led collaboration & disruptive 
innovation are key to building a circular 
economy

Create the enabling conditions for a 
circular economy, set direction, and drive 
innovation and investment.

We provide robust evidence on the 
benefits of a circular economy, 
showcasing the implementation of 
circular economy principles

The transition to a circular economy requires us 
to transform the way we create products, 
services, and systems, and is dependent on 
how we learn

Transforming key material flows to scale 
the circular economy globally



“There is no company whose business 

model won’t be profoundly affected by 

the transition to a net-zero economy.”

By BlackRock CEO Larry Fink



WHAT IS THE 
CIRCULAR 
ECONOMY?



THE LINEAR ECONOMY

Take  - make  - waste

https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/explore/the-circular-economy-in-detail


DESIGN OUT 
WASTE AND 
POLLUTION



ECOVATIVE



KEEP 
PRODUCTS & 
MATERIALS  
IN USE



ellenmacarthurfoundation.org ● @circulareconomy

PATAGONIA



REGENERATE 
NATURAL 
SYSTEMS



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XPTGNjmZ9C0


Common misconceptions

It’s all about making better use of waste

It’s only about recycling more

It’s all about resource efficiency





What makes it circular? The 

design of the headphones 

products is modular and no glue 

is used so they are easy to 

disassemble, repair or add new 

hardware. The components are 

durable and standardised, so that 

up to 85% of can be reused by 

being looped into new models.

Gerrard Street - A more 
circular music experience



Service-based model



Are reusable cups an 
example of a circular 
solution?

OR

Is it just another extractive 
linear business model take-
make-dispose?





A SYSTEM THAT WORKS



The Canadian government has 
commissioned the Council of Canadian 
Academies to assess opportunities for a 
national circular economy, and the 
United States’ House Select Committee 
on the Climate Crisis has recommended 
the development of a circular economy 
roadmap.

The European Commission’s 
second Circular Economy Action 
Plan 2020–24 forms a central 
pillar of the European Green 
Deal – a vision for growth that 
puts the EU on course to 
become the first climate-neutral 
continent. 

The African Alliance on Circular 
Economy is developing a 
secretariat hosted by the African 
Development Bank to unlock 
development funding in line with 
circular economy principles.

In China 2008 Circular 
economy legislation and 
it has been mentioned in 
the 14th FYP

Australia recently launched 
the National Circular 
Economy Roadmap

In Latin America and the Caribbean, 
following UNEA4, a regional coalition of 
national governments, international 
institutions, and strategic partners is 
being developed to share best practice 
and accelerate the transition across the 
continent. 













Explore  

Circular economy 
show

Join 

From Linear to 
Circular

Visit   

Higher education 
resources

More to explore

https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/live-online-events/weekly-show
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/universities
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/universities
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/universities/higher-education-resources


Become 

profiled/member 
universities

Join 

Linkedin group
Demonstrate   

Circular initiative

How to engage with us?

https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/universities/profiled-universities
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/universities/profiled-universities
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8680010/
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/universities/stories


Thank you!


