Covid-19 — Week Four Check In Survey: Response from the Department of Mechanical Engineering — UG
PGT

Dear students in the Department of Mechanical Engineering,

Thank you very much for your thoughtful and constructive comments in the University Check-in Survey
and the Department Blended Delivery surveys that took place in week 4. They are invaluable for us to
understand what works and what doesn’t work for you in the Bath Blend. Your comments as well as a
summary with recommendations have been shared with all staff and more feedback has been received
through SSLC. Academic staff have been discussing our experiences and exchanging good practice in our
weekly Student Experience meetings which together with your general comments and those for specific
units helps us to improve the way we are running our IPT sessions.

While we now have a breakdown of your comments by year of study, please continue using the
feedback mechanisms of individual units to provide more specific feedback and highlight what works
and what doesn’t, and use the usual channels i.e. SSLC, Stop-Start-Continue feedback in individual units
and future check-in surveys. This year more than ever, your comments are invaluable for us.

Independent learning and LOILs
Summary of your comments:

Many of you report positive experiences with the independent learning and LOIL as it allows you to work
at your own pace and are positive about the material and staff engagement. While many of you mention
managing your own time as something positive (some of you even reported a better work / life balance),
others say that their workload had increased considerably. Interestingly, the number of positive and
negative comments relating to workload were about equal and were mentioned in the same year group
so it is difficult to see a clear picture. Related to that, several of you ask for more clarity about what you
are expected to do before each LOIL session.

Our plans in response to your comments:

e Aim for material for independent learning to be uploaded at least one full working day before a LOIL
session.

e Make sure that it is clear what is expected for you to do before a LOIL session.

e Use the LOIL sessions for consolidation and not to repeat what was covered in videos.

e The Faculty’s Instructional Designers are currently carrying out a Moodle audit for us for our Moodle
courses. Looking at the material through the eyes of a student, they are looking in particular on
what can be improved in terms of how easy it is to navigate the course, its usability and accessibility
which should address some of the points raised.

IPT sessions

Summary of your comments.



IPT sessions really split opinion. You provided us with comments ranging from “we want more in person
teaching” to “what is the point”. We've also noted that in person attendance at IPT sessions has
dropped significantly recently.

While it is testament to how well the Bath Blend works that you can get a similar experience when
working remotely, don’t underestimate the positive effect direct interaction with other people has on
your mental health, and research has shown the benefits of in person learning.

Our plans in response to your comments:

e We will try to group students who are in person with others who are also in person, and similarly try
to group together online students.

o  We will make a better link between the relevance of the IPT sessions to the learning outcomes of
units and programmes.

o We will be making our spare rooms available so you can use them for self-study. There will be more
information on how this will be managed in due course.

Study space

Just as a reminder, the limit on the number of hours that you can book study space per week has been
removed and you can book slots of up to 4 hours at a time with a 1 hour break between bookings both
on campus and in town

https://www.bath.ac.uk/campaigns/where-you-can-study-on-campus-and-in-the-city/

By the way, the Lime Tree continues to serve take-away food and drink on campus
https://www.bath.ac.uk/locations/lime-tree/.

Best Wishes,
Gary

Professor GD Lock
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