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Project Title:

How do parents take their children to school and why do
they choose to travel this way?

Aims of the Research Project:

To understand transport movement on the east of Bath
and what residents think about it.

Community Matters Programme was developed by the University of Bath’s
Public Engagement Unit in conjunction with the South West Foundation, a
charity experienced in facilitating and supporting research in local communities.
The Community Matters Programme asked local organisations to put forward
ideas for research projects to address local issues. The five selected
organisations were then matched with researchers from the University of Bath,
working alongside them to design and deliver the research. The Programme is
an innovative way of working that combines the University’s research expertise
with the organisations’ grassroots knowledge and experience.

Transition Larkhall, dedicated to combatting climate change and the crisis of
resource depletion through ethical, social, cultural, economic, environmental
and community action is one of the five selected local organistations and has
been paired with Dr lan Walker FHEA | Associate Dean for Research, Faculty
of Humanities and Social Sciences, who specialises in Psychology with an
emphasis on transport use.

This project was a year-long study investigating amongst other things how
parents take their children to school and why they choose to travel that way.
Joanna Wright at Transition Larkhall is Study Co-ordinator, and has been
awarded a Visiting Research Fellowship at the University of Bath for this study.
Many other Transition Larkhall supporters as well as other members of the local
community worked on this project and undertook necessary data collection and
research on the impact of the school run in Larkhall. Ros Hough also awarded a
Visiting Research Fellowship, Emma Hooper and Bryn Jones contributed a large
amount to this study.
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Outline of Quantitative Data

Under the guidance of Dr lan Walker, Transition Larkhall gathered quantitative
data to see if there was significant increases in traffic during the school term
times.

A qualitative project to find out if residents on the east of Bath thought that
traffic was a problem also took place alongside this data gathering (see
documentation from page 12 in this report).

Initially, traffic data was provisionally gathered over four consecutive Mondays
throughout October and November 2016 to see if Transition Larkhalls’ concern
over term time traffic was actually real.

The top of Deadmill Lane, Bath (BA1 8DE) was chosen as a site for data
collection. Between 7am and 10am on four consecutive Mondays, the number of
vehicles passing were recorded by Joanna Wright, Ros Hough and Kathy Cooke.

These four Mondays were chosen because the 17/10/2016 was a date when all
schools (state and private) were at school. Followed by the 24/10/2016 when all
schools state and private were on half-term. Followed by 31/10/2016 when only
state schools were at school and finished with 7/11/2016 when all schools state
and private were at school.

Date and Time Gloucester Gloucester Dead Mill Deadmill Lane
Road (Down) Lane
road (up) (Up) towards
towards towards A46 (Down) Into A46
London Rd Larkhall
17.10.2016 All
schools at school 283 18 1130 33
24.10.2016 All
Schools half-term 124 87 340 36
31.10.2016 Private
schools, Beechen
Cliff and Hayesficld 123 606 25
half -term
7.11.2016 All 250 135 978 31

schools at school

As can be seen by the above data the number of vehicles is drastically reduced

when all schools (state and private) are on holiday. Further the amount of traffic
does increase when only state schools return and private schools are on holiday,
thus showing that the number of children travelling into Bath to private schools



considerably increases traffic into Larkhall during term time between the hours
of 7am and 10am.

As a statistical specialist Dr Ilan Walker, then stated that further data was
required to ensure accuracy so in February 2017 Transition Larkhall gathered
further information over two consecutive weeks.

Twenty- one members of Transition Larkhall took part: Joanna Wright, Ros
Hough, Chris Wright, Jane Shaw, Kathy Cook, Katherine Holden, Bill Shaw,
Sheila Bourlet, Fiona Powell, Jerry Vernon, Fiona Williams, Phil de Souza,
Bryn Jones, Di Francis, Charlie Williams, Sian Hunger, Paul Raithby, Kathy
Jordan, Cllr Rob Appleyard, ClIr Lin Patterson, and Rebecca Read spent 126
hours between 13th February 2017 and 25th February 2017 counting
approximately 39504 vehicles in the 3 separate locations in the Larkhall area.

The dates in February were carefully chosen, as one was a week when all
schools state and private were at school. The other week, when all schools state
and private were on holiday. Deadmill Lane was used again as a data collection
site along with Ferndale Road and Hawarden Terrace (see map). Each volunteer
was given a location to stand at for 3 hours, along with an organised counting
sheet for them to mark vehicle movement in the Larkhall area. This data was
then given to Joanna Wright to count. Over the two weeks all data sets were
collected even though bad weather was encountered.

These data sets were then analysed by Dr lan Walker who stated the following:

“The average level of traffic on term-time weekdays is higher than the average
level of traffic in the other three situations, and this difference is statistically
significant. This means term-time weekdays are very likely fundamentally
different to the other three situations as there would only be a tiny chance of
seeing numbers like these if they were not.”

Ros Hough counting traffic as vehicles turn from Gloucester Road down Deadmill Lane,
Larkhall, Bath October 2016.
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Data gathered at location A: Deadmill Lane between 13th and 25t February 2017

Date@nd@'imel Gloucester®oad® Gloucester@oadfup)@ DeadMill@anel Deadmill@anel Total@nBa

(Down)owards@ towards@468 (Down)@ntofarkhall?| (Up)EBowards® | hours@
London®RdE Adel

13@ebruary@017@llBchoolsthalferm | 4672 1018 1049@ 460 16630

7amf@oA 0am@

14@ebruary@017@AllBchoolstalf@erm® | 1498 920 4378 420 7200

7amf@oA 0am@

15@February@017@All&choolstalfferm® | 1358 920 3980 430 6680

7am(@o@ 0amf

16@ebruary@017@All&choolstalf@erm@ | 1308 780 3540 420 6040

7am(@o@ 0am®

17@ebruary2017@All&choolstalflerm® | 1168 820 2640 33m 4950

7amf@oA 0am@

18@ebruary2017@AllBchoolshalflerm@d | 1450 990 2441 430 5311

10am@oApmp

18@ebruary®2017@AllBchoolshalfflerm® | 1300 1250 2578 440 5560

1pmfEo@pmEal

20February@017@lBchoolsAtBchool® | 2760 1048 9370 318 13480

7amf@oA 0am@

21@ebruary@017@lBchoolsAtBchoold | 2740 1418 9870 308 14320

7am(@o@ 0amf

22@ebruary@017@lBchools@tBchoold | 2650 1508 940@ 298 13840

7amflio@ 0am

23@ebruary@017@lBchools@tBchoold | 3260 1390 11060 390 16100

7am(@o@ 0amf

24February@017@lBchools@tBchoold | 2230 1260 9098 358 12938

7amflio@ 0am@

25@ebruary2017AllBchools@tBchool? | 99E 740 2018 520 4260

10am@o@pmel

25@ebruary2017AllBchools@tBchool? | 91E 710 1320 180 3120

1pmEoRpmp

a D ﬂ 130420




Data gathered at location B: Bailbrook Lane - Ferndale Road between 13t and 25th
February 2017

Date@nd® | Downf Dow: Downf@ | Upilouc | @ownl Downf@ UpGloul Up UpFerndalel | Up Total@AnBE
Time Bailbrook@ Bail! Bail@ Up Gloucester Gloucester | Road® Ferndale@ | Road@nd@mpl| Ferndale@ | hours@
Lane Brook@| Brook@ | Bailbrookl Roa Road@ol downl@ Road@nd@ | Bailbrook® Road@nd@
across@ Down(@| Up@ down Londonf® Ferndale®@ | down(@ Lane@@ up@
and@ Glouc® | Glouf Ferndale®@ | RoadP Rd@ Gloucester@] Gloucester@
downf Road@ RoadP@ Road@
Ferndalel
13Feb 85@ 240 15m@ 15@ 138@ 3520 81@ 542 1om@ 278 801m@
2017m@
14Febm 4402 17@ Elul 18m@ 30m@ 1450m@ 680 52m@ 70 260m@ 4160
2017m@
15@Feb@ 490 20m@ on le@ 29@ 121@ 740 37@ 1o@ 338 3980@
2017m
16Feb 400 280 onm le@ 21@ 110@ 680 50@ 7@ 21m@ 370@
2017@
17Febl@ 420 27@ 30 29m@ 233 112m@ 53@ 440 on 213 3430
2017m@
18Feb 470 18@ 20 152 430 1100 1230 91m@ 113 160 4760
2017@AME
18Febl 32@ 17@ 70 132 460 89@ 780 660 15@ 25m 3880
2017@ME
20Feb 880@ 23@ 12m@ 19@ 430 2370 940m 53@ Elul 380@ 6160
2017m@
21Febl 830@ 31@ 12m@ 31@ 6012 2290 830@ 50@ 12m@ 3208 6230
20170
22Febl 99m 29m 180 29m 630a 2278 89@ 4208 160 380@ 6500
20170
23Feb 70@ 360 11m@ 230 612 2920 940@ 4402 13m@ 420 68601
2017m@
24Febl 772 230 13m@ 280m@ 542 1942 79@ 450 1402 380 5650
2017m
25@Febd 450 18@ 60 181 32m@ 82@ 82@ 92@ 20m@ 17@ 412m
20170
25Febl 3308 1908 70 2008 240 770 170 480 220 11@ 2780
20170
7 2 2 2 2 7 2 @ 2 2 @ 70220

Data gathered at location C: Eastbourne Avenue -Hawarden Terrace between 13th and
25t February 2017

Date@nd@'imel Upll Up@awardenf| Up@ Up@Mawarden® | Down@ Down(® TotalinB@

Eastbourne | Terrace@nd® | Eastbournel | Terrace@nd@ Eastbournel | Eastbournel hours@

Aveld upld Avenuel downfl Avenue@nd® | Avenuef

Dow Eastbournefd Eastbournef then@ownf

Hawarden@ | Avenuefd Avenuel Hawarden@

Terracel Terracel
13@ebruary2017@AllBchoolsk 925 [T 192@ 940 100@ 30602 161702
halflermZamEo@A 0am@
14@ebruary2017@AllBchoolsk 5580 3378 1130 810 1580 124702
halflerm@am@o@A 0am®
15@February@017@AllBchoolsk 4810 3048 81@ 900 1530@ 11098
halflermZam@o@A 0am@
16@ebruary@017@AllBchoolsk 4900 2820 100@ 620 151@ 108582
halfflerm@amEo@ 0am®
17®February2017@llBchoolsd 334Q 2548 830 700 1190 86001
halfflerm@amEo@ 0am®
18®ebruary2017@AllBchools? | 992 3820 2830 115@ 1418 2010 1221@
halfierm@ 0amEoA pmp
18February2017@AllBchoolsk | 558 3400 2450 83@ 151@ 2300 11048
halfflerm@ pm@o@pmp
20February@017@llBchoolsk | 780 899 3460 1430 108@ 1800 17540
atBchool@amEo@A O0am®
21February@017@AllBchoolsE | 930 9508 308@ 1600 112@ 1480 17718
atBchoolZamEo@ 0am(
22@ebruary2017@AllBchoolsk | 83@ 8840 3378 140@ 116@ 1830 17430
atBchool@amMo@ 0am®@
23@February@017@AllBchoolsE | 730 1012@ 3318 1480 129@ 1940 18870
atBchool@am@o@ 0am®
24February2017@AllBchoolsk | 820 8750 3498 1480 1390 1960 17890
atBchool@Zamo@ 0am(
25February2017@AllBchools? | 942 4190 2850 920 1440 2380 12720
atBchool@0amMo@ pmpl
25@ebruary@017@llBchools | 850 2500 2230 710 1318 2210 9810
atBchool@ pmEo@pma
8] @ 194400




25

ORI ™ e
. e SRR

A project investigating how parents take their children to
school and why they choose to travel that way.

Between 13th February 2017 and 25th February 2017 twenty volunteers counted traffic moving in and around Larkhall. These
dates were chosen for a week when all children, state and private, were at school and the other week when all children, state
and private, were on holiday. Traffic counts were taken 7am to 10am on weekdays and 10am to 4pm on two Saturdays. These
locations were chosen because they are the only alternative access points for through traffic to Bath avoiding the London Road.

Data gathered from the Gloucester Road/
Deadmill Lane junction. Deadmill Lane is a
small country lane, which is used as a
short cut from the A46 for drivers avoiding
the London Road and takes traffic into
and through Larkhall.

On average 975.8 vehicles travel down
Deadmill Lane when all schools are at
school compared with 500.4 vehicles
when all schools are on holiday. A
decrease of 49%.

Data gathered from the Gloucester Road/
Ferndale Road junction. Ferndale Road is a
small residential street which is used as a
short cut from Batheaston and the A46
avoiding the London Road and takes traffic
into and through Larkhall.

On average 227.4 vehicles travel down
Ferndale Road when all schools are at
school compared with 152 vehicles
when all schools are on holiday. A
decrease of 33%.

Data gathered from the Eastbourne Avenue/
Hawarden Terrace junction. Eastbourne
Avenue is a hilly residential street on a bus
route. This junction is used by through
traffic from the above short cuts to access
the rest of Bath, and is also used by
residents from Fairfield Park, Larkhall and
Camden.

On average 924 vehicles travel up
Eastbourne Avenue when all schools are
at school compared with 557.6 vehicles
when all schools are on holiday. A
decrease of 40%.

Schools in Schools out

Fomdake fd

Schools in Schools out

PO S 00E)

Schools in

Schools out

“The average level of traffic on term-time weekdays is higher than the average level of traffic in the other
three situations, and this difference is statistically significant. This means term-time weekdays are very
likely fundamentally different to the other three situations as there would only be a tiny chance of seeing
numbers like these if they were not.” Dr lan Walker: Associate Dean, University of Bath

10



A project investigating how parents take their children
to school and why they choose to travel that way.
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Outline Qualitative Data

Under the guidance of Dr lan Walker, Transition Larkhall devised a qualitative
project to find out if residents on the east of Bath thought that traffic was a
problem.

Alongside this research project quantitative data was also collected to see if
there was significant increases in traffic during the school term times. (see page
5 for information on data).

Four members of Transition Larkhall: Joanna Wright, Ros Hough, Emma
Hooper and Miranda Bonham-Carter constructed a list of questions to ask a
selection of random residents to listen to residents opinions.

Residents had no prior knowledge that these conversations were about transport
and travel. Conversations followed a set of 7 questions and took about an hour
to conduct.

The questions were organised to gain an understanding of how residents felt
about where they lived without feeling like they had to discuss a set topic. This
question was followed by asking them “what they valued and did not value” to
once again see what issues residents felt were the problem in their local area,
without prioritising transport or setting transport issues up as a topic to discuss.
The third question asked about a typical morning; so that we could find out how
they moved around and what transport options they chose.

This research method allowed residents to express their frustrations and
concerns about the where they lived and articulate what their main concerns and
frustrations actually were, without the researcher imposing the research agenda
upon them.

It was not until question 4 that the resident was told the conversation was about
transport.

Notes of the responses of residents were made along with direct quotes, this was
then transcribed. Every participant was anonymised and given a copy of the
transcript.

In total 34 residents were involved in a conversation to between September 2016
and May 2017.
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A project investigating how parents take their children

to school and why they choose to travel that way.

Between Septermber 2016 and May 2017 four volunteers spoke to 34 residents about how it feels to live on the East of the Bath. Residents had no
prior knowledge that these conversations were about transport and travel. The full transcripts (annoymised) are available. Below are the
questions asked, summaries of responses, and quotes from transcripts.

1.How do you feel about living in the area (east of Bath)?
OVERALL OBSERVATION

Everyone loves the east of Bath, it's close to a city with all the amenities, yet feels very rural because of the
countryside.

Quote from resident:

"the east side of Bath is the best place to live, in Bath or in the rest of the country, as it is close to the city amenities and yet
in the countryside”.

2.We are talking to people in this area to see if there is anything that you either really value or seeas a
problem where you live?

OVERALL OBSERVATION

Traffic is a problem, parking is a problem, rat runs are a problem, there is a lack of public transport, a lack of
cycle infrastructure, poor air quality, a feeling of a lack of safety when walking, darkness due to new street
lighting. Selling of drugs locally is a problem mentioned by 2 respondents. Boredom for young people as there
is very little for them to do.

Quote from resident:

“my biggest bug bear, traffic and travel. JW10 carried on by discussing the pressure of traffic on the residential streets and
how it was very difficult to have alternatives to your car”.

3. Can you talk me through your typical morning ?
OVERALL OBSERVATION

Responsibility for someone other than yourself makes it more likely that you will use a car. Bad weather,
darkness, hills all make it more likely that you will use a car. Young people are unable to drive cars so are
forced to use public transport, unless they have parents willing to drive them. Old people have more time
and have free bus travel so tend to use public transport more.

Quote from resident:

“JW2 cycles to the center of Bath, sometimes he walks and considers whether to go along the London Road which is horrid or
over the top via Camden, but sometimes the hills are just too much at the end of a day so JW2 might catch the bus. Sometimes
he will cycle home collect the car and then get his daughter and wife from her job and daughter from nursery. Time is often a
factor especially as the nursery shuts at 6pm or if his wife works late, who would like to see their daughter before bed -time".

4.0ne of the things we are interested in is transport - can you tell me how you get around ?
OVERALL OBSERVATION

20 out of 34 respondents predominately use cars to get around. Few use buses, some cycle, but it is seen as
dangerous, and everybody does some kind of walking. People gave reasons why they use the car: these
include: as a way of saving time, getting out of bad weather, dealing with hills, carrying equipment, ferry
children, coping with tiredness, because of poor public transport, poor cycle infrastructure, the cost of public
transport.,

"Time, calls, emails 25 hours a day, what ever can give, does give, if | can drive and do it in 10 minutes, that's a winner,

most people have good intentions, but the reality is they don't".

JW16 spoke about her mum giving her lifts "if she's not busy” or "“if timing is tight" and how "you can't always rely on the
buses” and how if you need to get into town quickly "it will take half an hour to walk”.



5.1 noticed on your form that you have children. How do they get around? OR
Do you have any observations about how local children get around?

OVERALL OBSERVATION

For many parents, their perception of what they want their children to do and what their children actually do
are not the same. Children mainly travel by car, for various reasons. Public transport is expensive, and bad
experiences of public transport can deter parents from putting their children on buses. Parents worry about
children's safety, both on the roads and late at night. A parent needs to be in control of time and when using
public transport they can feel out of control. The geography of Bath hills causes problems. Having more than
one child also creates problems as different ages move at different paces which is not time efficient. The view
of good parenting is that you will drive your child and parents saw this as caring. Parents liked to think that
their children walked, cycled and/or used public transport but when you come down to day-to-day living on
the whole children were driven.

"Having kids made me learn to drive".

"to be in so many different places at once with 3 children - its cheaper too, to take the car”.

“I think they get shovelled around in cars”.

"Younger people are a lot lazier than what we were brought up".

"I don't see children riding bikes, not for years, | do see kids on scooters, probably because roads aren't safe, it's a nightmare”.
"it's too long a walk at night, no buses and it is just not possible at night".

"The private school run is hideously motor intensive”.

6.Tasks: Here are some pictures of children out and about in various different street settings please can
you take a look at them and rank them in order of safe?

OVERALL OBSERVATION

Concerns over large volume on traffic on roads, how fast everything is moving and how cars are unaware of how they affect other
road users and non-road users, aggressive driving and reckless driving. The lack of public transport and how walking or cycling
late at night is enjoyable due to less traffic. School buses are seen as a good thing, so are pedestrian crossings and wide
pavements. The London Road is seen as noisy, polluting, dangerous, congested, unfriendly to cyclists and walkers. How parents
wanted the best education for their children and how homes are unaffordable in Bath so are willing to commute. How it is absurd
that we are still using technology from a 100 years ago for the car and how expensive train travel is in the UK. How problematic
public transport is with small children and so is walking with them. Concern for children on roads or playing on or near roads as
they are thought to be less observant. How few children are seen playing outside and how overprotective of children Western
culture has become. Concern about rat runs and lack of parking and noise of vehicles. How little provision there is for cycling
and how hard it is to store bikes when there is more than one bike in a family.

"I probably had more freedom in those days, there is less freedom now".

"I feel for them, they have so many bloody clubs, he gets tired, drama on a Saturday, football on a Sunday. He thought that the
act of driving his children helped them and stopped them from being so tired".

"how awful it was the noise and vibrations - the constant traffic jams outside your front door, he felt where he lived now was
worlds apart and how you can’t compare city living with countryside living®.

"it wasn't the big road that was the problem as there was a crossing, but all the smaller roads, used as rat runs, roads that ran
out of pavements and when to know how to cross the road".

“"She said that the problem with taking children everywhere by car is that they won't develop road sense, and that the danger of
being knocked over is in fact greater than that of "stranger danger”.

7.What would your top tip to someone moving to the east of Bath be? OR If you could change one transport
problem what would it be?

OVERALL OBSERVATION

Bath is unaffordable and a great many people are living on the edges of Bath because this is a cheaper option,
however there are poor transport links on the east of Bath and thus a large number of cars are coming into
Bath because of this problem. Some thought a link road was a good option to solve congestion along with a
Park & Ride. Many felt that better public transport should be a priority for the Council and improvements to
cycling infrastructure should be implemented along with better facilities for walking.

“Bikes and improve cycle lanes”.

"Price, if public transport is cheaper, like buses and taxis, more people would use it, which would solve the congestion issue and
there would be more buses which would be more regular and the Council would invest in it being reqular and on time and
frequent."LB spoke about how expensive it is for her to travel on bus each day".
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Research outcomes and related issues

From the quantitative and qualitative research carried out by Transition Larkhall (TL) it is
evident that term time traffic is “significantly higher” than traffic outside of term-time. In
addition residents are genuinely bothered by traffic, raising concerns about congestion,
pollution, safety and the cost and lack of public transport.

To understand the extent of these problems TL has carried out further research over the year
around the issues highlighted by the anonymised residents on the east of Bath.

Bus Frequency (see page 19)

Many residents spoke about the lack and infrequency of buses on the east of Bath. One
particular resident spoke about “better transport links on the west of Bath”. TL researched the
time table’s of these two areas of Bath and as can be seen on page 19, NE Bath has
considerably less buses per hour than western Bath by a ration of 3 to 1.

2 in 3 parents drive their children to their friend’s homes, parks and sports.
ICM survey.

School children waiting for a bus on the London Road, 7.40am September 2017. Many
parents and school children on the east of Bath complain about the lack of buses and as
can be seen in this photograph large numbers wait for a single bus and some are
sometimes refused due to overcrowding.

Children and Traffic (see page 20)

The school run presents a problem for Bath. To try to understand what is taking place it
became evident that it was important to locate data on school numbers in Bath. TL
approached B&NES Council for this data and initially was only given information about state
schools in Bath for 5 to 15 year olds. After various conversations with individuals working in
private schools, TL was able to locate an individual in the Council who was collecting data on
private schools. This data did not name individual private schools. TL was told that some
private schools were only willing to share their data on school numbers and how their pupils
got to school if the Council published an overall view of all public schools in Bath.

It became evident looking at this data that two important age groups were missing. 0 to 4
year olds and 16 to 18 year olds. This means that out of the 21,616 young people who live or
go to school in Bath, 34% of that figure do not have any data on their movements, and one
would assume they have not been considered in any local transport policy. This is a
significant sector of the population who are not able to articulate or argue their needs.
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*“ a typical parent drives 5000 miles a year on escorting journeys”. ICM
Survey

Bus Tickets (see page 21)

The cost of buses and the confusing range of tickets available was raised by residents. As can
be seen on page 21 residents in Larkhall have a choice of 13 ticket types for children on First
buses, plus other options on Faresaver. The confusion over companies is often a real hazard
to young people who frequently go to school across Bath without carrying money. Young
people in the Larkhall area often speak about how they missed a bus or a bus was full, but
were unable to get on an alternative bus by another provider because their bus ticket only
works for one particular bus company.

Parents spoke about how in some cases their children needed to catch several buses to get to
school but as these buses are run by separate bus companies this journey became prohibitively
expensive. They therefore drove their children to school to save money and the inconvenience
of switching buses.

The cost of fares is a contributing factor to many parents decision to drive their children to
school. A family of three whose children all attend a school on the west of the city would pay
approximately £99 per month, which amounts to approximately £1000 per year. Driving
children to school saves many families money. Poorer families who are unable to afford a
private car pay a high price for public transport.

People in the highest household income group travel more than twice as far

by car as people in the lowest income group.
Dept of Transport: Great Britain Road Use Statistics 2016

Number of Licenced Vehicles in Great Britain (see page 25)

Residents spoke about congestion and the sheer number of vehicles on the road and the
increasing inability to park their car. It is quite clear that the number of vehicles on the road
has increased over the last few decades. Memories of movement in childhood by adults over
the age of 40 are very different to anyone under the age of 18. Parents are very concerned
about road safety and the lack of provision for their children in terms of crossings and
pavements. The number of licenced vehicles on our roads is one of the factors contributing to
the decrease in children’s independence.

Walking mobility by all age groups, but particularly the young and the vulnerable are
exacerbated by urban road building for instance dual carriageways, making walking across
urban areas more difficult, dangerous and often more time consuming.

School children walk
up the London Road
to a pedestrian
crossing to walk back
down the London
Road to stand at the
bus stop.

7.40am September
2017
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Walking accounts for around a third of trips for children and a lower share

for adults; overall 22% of trips are made by walking.
Dept of Transport: Great Britain Road Use Statistics 2016

What do Traffic fumes do to our children (see page 26)

It is evident from government at a national and local level that pollution on our roads is
having a significant impact on the health of the nation. B&NES Council are in the process of
a Bath Air Quality Action Plan Consultation.

Some would argue that the advent of electric cars will remove this problem from the roads
and the air we breathe. However as Dr Ian Walker has argued the “UK has a billion pound
health crisis arising from inactivity, shifting shorter journeys, those under two miles from cars
to active travel modes such as walking or cycling is one of the best things any developed
nation can do to tackle its health problems.”

Electric cars do not deal with congestion. Presently in Los Angles cars amount to two thirds
of the land use in the city. It is evident from TL’s research that residents on the east of Bath
like living here because it is close to the city and the countryside. Filling up green spaces
with cars is not what residents want.

According to UK law “one road user has a Duty of care to another road user”. It is therefore
unacceptable that individuals under the age of 18 are breathing air from pollutants which are
put into the atmosphere by adult road users: children should be recognised as both commuters
and road users and considered in transport policy and the impact pollution has on their health,
as a duty of care by local authorities.

To date: Project Outcomes

Dr Ian Walker and Dr Mick McCullen from the University of Bath are presently working on a
related piece of work using real-time traffic data to estimate the impact of school terms and
holidays on actual journey times within Bath. This automated monitoring should allow us to
estimate the effect of these, and other events (e.g., road works), on the city's roads. Testing is
on going until around the end of the year.

Electronic Information on this project is available at:

Information sheets on the Community Matters research are available to the public through
hand-outs and online at: http://transitionlarkhall.uk/estimates/community-matters/

A short film has been made by Shannen Twomey, Bath Spa University about the numbers of
cars entering Larkhall, this can be seen at:
http://transitionlarkhall.uk/estimates/community-matters/
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A project investigating how parents take their children
to school and why they choose to travel that way.

From interviews with local residents, it was clear that there was a perception that the east of Bath has a limited bus
service and that other areas of Bath have more transport options. To see if this was the case Transition Larkhall has
researched the frequency of buses on the north east of Bath compared with the west of Bath.

NE Bath  Bus frequency per hour Western Bath Bus frequency per hour

BB is a pseudonym for a young woman in the Larkhall area.

I asked BB how late it was that she caught buses.

B8 said that there was a service from Bristol fo Bath at 2am, which gets into Bath ar 2. 50am and then fo get to Larkhall you have to walk. That is there is no public
transport to the east of Bath after 17pm at night.

I asked BB if the No 3 ran once an hour, every hour through the night did she think people would use ft?

“it would be incredible, especially for people in Fox Hill and Larkhall”

BB then went on to tell me how there are student buses in Bath that did run ail night both up to the University of Bath and to Bath Spa University at Newton 3t Los,
50 buses do cater for them. BB mentioned that "workers in Bars and stuff get taxis”

BB and | then discussed how there seemed fo be better public transport links on the west of Bath than the east of Bath. BB said "Newbridge is served better by
buses and they have the park and ride which will drop them off”

B8 mentioned how she had friends in Newbridge and when they come back from Bristol [ate at night they get off the bus at Newbridge and she stays on that side
of Bath " stay with her {friend) and get up early in the morning and leave”

To get to her friends in Bristol it takes 3 buses. | asked BB what her friends made of a journey to Larkhall’ their response was “you walk this, this is very long”

BB said how other people are very surprised. More often BB goes to other people’s homes because of the journey. *

Between September 2016 and May 2017 Four volunteers spoke to 34 residents about how it feels bo live on the East of the Bath. Residents had ne prier
knowledge that these conversations were about branspeort and travel. The Full transeripts (annoymised] are available,

17 -20 year old women make more trips by bus than any other age group.

RAC Foundation
ME Bath Frequency (weekday, daytime after Barm) Western Bath Frequency (weekday, daytime after Bam)
Landon Read Services Lawer Bristol Road
271 every hour U5 every 10 minutes
272 every hour U6 every 30 minutes
= X320 minutes average Mo 5 every 10 minutes
@ | 315 minules average Average optimal frequency per haur 14
E Awerage optimal frequency per hour ]
® Upper Bristal Road
= | Via Camden & 84 7 every 30-33 minutes US/US every 10 minules
g | Average optimal frequency per haur 2 14 every hour
= 37 every hour
= 38 every hour
A9/%39 every 10-15 minutes
Average optimal frequency per haur 13

Total optimal frequency
Locksbrook/Lower Westan/East Twerton
area 27 buzes

Total optimal frequency
LARKHALL area 11 buges
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TRANSITION

A project investigating how parent take their children to
school and why they choose to travel that way.

* In 1971 80% of 7- 8 year olds were allowed to go school on their own.
* |n 1990 that had reduced to 9% of 7-8 year olds allowed to go to school on their own.
* |n 1990 it was estimated that escorting children to school took up 200 million hours.

"The increase in treffic has been encouraged over many decades by transpert and land use policies that have festered dependence on the
private car. Many of the social, economic and environmental costs of these policies have become widely recognised, but their impact on the
lives of children has until now been neglected.” Mayer Hillman 19390

State

Private

[ [ | [ [ I I [ | J I I | I | 1
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 110 120 130 140 150

The above graph gives statistics on how children get to school in Bath and only includes private schools
and children aged 5-15 years at state school. There is no available data for 0-5 year olds or 16-18 year olds.

In the city of Bath there are approximately:
4141 Private School children (B&NES data)
10,081 State School (aged 5-15 years) children (B&NES data)
(census 2011)
3302 16-18 year olds (census 2011)

There are approximately 21616 young people aged 18 or under who
either live or attend school in Bath.

In percentage terms this means that there is little transport data, if
any for 34.2% of people 18 and under.

Many young people attend a day care/school their parents consider

® state @ private 0-5 year old !
16-18 year olds to be the best available for them rather than the closest to them.

"the analysis suggests that the increase in the personal freedom and choice from widening car ownership
has been gained at the cost of the loss of freedom and choice for children." Mayer Hillman
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A project investigating how parent take their children to
school and why they choose to travel that way.

For a child aged
between 5 and 15
years to catch a bus
from Larkhall they
have the option of
13 bus tickets from
First Group Buses
with FareSaver and
Stagecoach offering
further ticket
options.
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Origin Chippenh | Eastert | Colerne | Tetbury | Bathford | Larkh | Larkh
am via on via & , Yate, Batheast | all all
Corsham | Melksh | Marshfi | Wick, on Fairfie | Fairfie
& Rudloe |am & eld 228 | Sodbur 1d 1d
Devises y Park Park
6A,
Route X31 X72 228 620 3 6A,7 6A,7
Operator Faresaver | Faresav | Faresave | Stagecoa | First First First
er r ch
Adult £6 £13.70 £2.50 £2.50 | £2.50
Single (Rudloe to (from
Onboard Batheasto Tetbury
n) )
Adult 3 £1 £1 £1
stop hop
Onboard
Adult £9 £22.50
Return (Rudloe to from
Onboard Batheasto Tetbury
n)
Child £9.20 £1.30 £1.30 | £1.30
Single from
Onboard Tetbury
Child 3 £0.50 £0.50 | £0.50
Stop hop
onboard
Child £15
Return from
Onboard Tetbury
Student £1.80 £1.80 |£1.80
Single
Onboard
Student 3 £0.70 £0.70 | £0.70
Stop Hop
Onboard
Adult Day | £7 £7 £7 £7 £4 £4 £4
Ticket
Mobile
Adult Day | £7.50 £7.50 £7.50 £7.50 £4 £4 £4
Ticket
Onboard
X31 Day £7.20
Crossover
Bath Rider | £4.50 £4.50 £4.50 £4.50 £4.50 £4.50 | £4.50
Day
Child Day | £4.50 £4.50 £4.50 £4.80 £2 £2 £2
Ticket

Mobile




Child Day
Ticket
Onboard

£4.80

£4.80

£4.80

£4.80

£1.50

£1.50

£1.50

Child/Stud
entx31
Day Cross
over

£4.50

Child/Stud
ent Bath
Rider Day

£3.50

£3.50

£3.50

£3.50

£3.50

£3.50

£3.50

Student
Day Ticket
Mobile

£3

£3

£3

Student
Day Ticket
Onboard

£3

£3

£3

Night
Ticket

£3

£3

£3

Child Night
Ticket

£1.50

£1.50

£1.50

Student
Night
Ticket

£2

£2

£2

Week
Ticket
Mobile

£22

£22

£22

£21

£17

£17

£17

Week
Ticket
Onboard

£23

£23

£23

£21

£18.50

£18.50

£18.50

X31 Week
Crossover

£27.50

Bath Rider
Week

£20

£20

£20

£20

£20

£20

£20

Child
Week
Ticket
Mobile

£15

£15

£15

£8..50

£8.50

£8.50

Child
Week
Ticket
Onboard

£16

£16

£16

£9.20

£9.20

£9.20

Child/Stud
ent X31
Week
Crossover

£20

Child/Stud
ent Bath
Rider
Week

£15.50

£15.50

£15.50

£15.50

£15.50

£15.50

£15.50
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Student
Week
Ticket
Onboard

£13

£13

£13

Adult
Monthly
Mobile

£80

£80

£80

£66

£66

£66

Adult
Monthly
Onboard

£85

£85

£85

£80

£66

£66

£66

Child
Monthly
Mobile

£60

£60

360

£33

£33

£33

Child
Monthly
Onboard

£55

£55

£55

£33

£33

£33

Student
Monthly
Mobile

£46.20

£46.20

£46.20

Student
Monthly
Onboard

£46.20

£46.20

£46.20

5 single
trips

£10

£10

£10

Child 5
Single
Trips

£5

£5

£5

Student 5
Single
Trips

£7

£7

£7

Group
Bath Day

£8

£8

£8

Adult
Yearly

£650.00

£650.00

£650.00

Child
Yearly

£595.00

£595.00

£595.00

£25.00

£325.00

£325.00

Child
Yearly
Mobile

£550.00

£550.00

£550.00

Student
Yearly

£465.00

£465.00

£465.00

(Bus ticket prices data collected September 2017)
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being done to our children by the fumes that
cars and other vehicles produce.

LUNG DAMAGE
Air pollution can damage
the growth of children’s
lungs. The damage can
last for the rest of their
lives. It raises the risk of
asthma and allergies.

HEART DISEASE
AND CANCER

It raises the risk of heart
disease later in their lives.
It can cause cancer, both
in children and when they

become adults.

BRAIN DAMAGE
For children who already
have asthma, pollution
can make it worse. It can
damage the development
of their brains. Air pollution
can reduce children’s
intelligence, making it
harder for them to learn.

PREMATURE
BIRTHS

Air pollution is linked
to babies being born
prematurely and small.

DID YOU KNOW?
Pollution inside your
car can be much worse
than pollution outside,
because the fumes are
concentrated in the
small space.

MENTAL
HEALTH ISSUES

It can change their
behaviour and reduce their
happiness. Air pollution
has been linked to anxiety,
depression and Attention
Deficit Disorder.

23,500

early deaths a year are
believed to be caused
by diesel vehicles’
excess nitrogen dioxide
emissions.

WE CAN STOP IT by changing the way we travel

Walking and cycling are ideal. .
Together we can protect our children from harm. ﬂ
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Public Meetings

In April 2017 Transition Larkhall organised two meetings at the New Oriel Hall that were
open to all members of the public to hear about the Community Matters research project.
Both meetings were well attended and at the end of each meeting attendees were asked to
give their views on what they considered were transport problems in Bath and solutions that
they might have form them.

Some problems mentioned were:

Car drivers are mean to cyclists.

London Road is too dangerous to cycle on.

There are no through buses to the University of Bath or the RUH.
School buses are insufficient, too expensive and too full to state schools.
Buses are too expensive for families.

Larkhall is an entry to Bath. It is small and residential, but traffic is unregulated.
There is not sufficient pollution monitoring.

Rat run traffic.

There are no play spaces around homes because of too much traffic.
People choose schools that are further away.

People have no imagination about travelling any way other than by car.

TRANSITION
LARKHALI®,

The Traffic Tangle on
the East of Bath

Transition Larkhall are holding two meetings about
recent data collection they have conducted with the
University of Bath and the South West Foundation to
find out how parents take their children to school and
why they choose to travel that way.

woarenn - -
If you are coneerned about m/enufﬁﬁél“of cars coming in and out

l‘fy'stion, or would like

Thursday 27th-April 2017
10am to 12-noon
OR
7pm to 9pm _
in Room 2 at the New Oriel Hall
All welcome. http://transitionlafkhall.uk

Poster advertising the Transition Larkhall meetings in April 2017
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Possible Solutions ?

More transport choices.

Better walking facilities: priority for pedestrians, more
bridges.

Better bike facilities: access to electric bikes, covered and
secure on street storage.

Better bus services: more buses especla'lly to schools and
hospitals. .

Less complex bus fares: one ticket across all bus
companies all day for young people under E\ e age of 18.
Access only streets: stop rat runs via avs.

Number plate recognition controlled barriers in knewn rat
run areas of Bath for residents,

Encourage park and stride to all schools, state and private.
Impose restrictions and fines on the sch®6l run for state

and private'schools. . g
Impose fines on drivers under anti-idling [egislation.
Have active displays of pollution levels along the* ®
London Road. ;

Create a culture where independent travel for children is
supported by the community. —

Createa Its are actively Qupported anc

A enedii' ged to make fewer vehicle journeys. ? =
LR -

-
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The Transition Movement is a worldwide organisation founded in
2006, with the intention of developing grass root community
projects that aim to increase self-sufficiency, to reduce the potential
effects of peak oil, climate destruction, and economic instability.

Transition Larkhall L i e
e _e.0 ° Transition Larkhall project, it

was in |t|ated in now flourishes as a semi-
autonomous group with

2008 by Ioca I regular volunteer sessions

: e ot
reSldents Who ;rqnsition Larkhall is an
wanted to improve it i tesar e oo Sy |

meetings annually and has

the environment by = manymembers fromthe

local community who are

acting locally. regularly emaled about
e, ® ocal activities a
Transition Larkhall initiatives. ,
H 3 Trair:’?:il:ie:r:;.;::(:: ::Inrso'm:‘:n
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combating climate s cemenatr
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local community Saforand more plsasant
route to Alice Park from
action and Larkhall Square.
initiatives.

transitionlarkhall.uk
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